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White Elephant Sale is
Biggest Event Ever
By Marybeth Blackinton
After months of hard work by volunteers who unpacked, cleaned, priced and
displayed all the donated items, the results
are incredible. Although the money is still
coming in, we have made the most money
ever for the Center: $17,000!
The volunteer hours are incalculable
but we started on July 7 and probably had
at least one person working almost every
day from then on to the days of the sale,
September 6 and 7. Hauling things up from
the basement, setting out displays, cleaning
donations seemed endless and almost overwhelming but the teams came through. We
need to give a special note of gratitude to
the family of Matt and Betty Bailey. Without
all the special items they donated, we would
never had made so much money. From the
headlamp for a steam engine (which was
sold to a railroad museum in Washington) to
jewelry and clothing, all their donations contributed greatly to our best year ever.

dining space was set up for folks to eat under
the trees out front which allowed for a more
spacious and a relaxed atmosphere.
We also tried a new program to have
Team Leaders for each department. A very
special thanks go out to Alicia Lampley-Gebel who headed up our newly-named General Store. Heidi Johnson and
Alice Harris worked with all the more valuable items we term Collectibles. Heidi's hours
of research to determine the value of items
assures we are getting the best price. Betty
Fetherston worked hard making the Holiday
Decorations appealing, and Roxie Fagan
and Cathy Gallardo set up the Linens section. Newcomers this year, Kathie Reilly and
Bill Morphew (with help from Tony Gallardo) really stepped up to the plate and made
the Toys and Outdoor sections outstanding.
Joan Chlarson headed up the Art section
and Marybeth Blackinton set up the clothing.
Of course, these volunteers are just
the tip of the iceberg for all the rest that remain too numerous to name. If you helped
us this year, please know that your time and
efforts did not go unrecognized. It “takes a
village” to make this sale a success every
year.

Halloween at the Center
by Debby McClatchy

Julianne Smith with some of the art items
Photograph by Michael Barham
This year we had several different display areas: the newly-surfaced tennis courts
housed the furniture, while all the tools, sporting equipment, pet supplies and more were
located behind the building allowing even
more room for the display of so many items.
Heidi Johnson and her kitchen crew
of Beth James, Nancy Bullard, Sue Gray
and Lynn Oliver served the delicious salads and baked goods. Abby Wardwell and
Holland Lorang, along with the staff of the
Monte Vista Inn, as well as C and J Cafe in
Alta donated more great items for sale. The

The weather was lovely, a real warm spell.
The new windows were in and sparkled with
decorative lights; people were out playing
pickleball on the new court, and the Community Center was in its glory!
As the night darkened we opened the
doors to an amazing cast of characters.
There were the usual witches, clowns, and
princess costumes, but also Star Wars was
represented by Storm Troopers and Darth
Vaders, Disney was there with Frozen girls,
Woodie and Buzz from Toy Story, plus Roman centurions, a bumblebee, Supergirl,
Captain America, a mummy, Medusa, and
Annie Oakley. My vote for kid winner goes
to the Little Boy Who Came as a Truck (par-
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ents must have spent hours making that one)
and, for adults, Sonny and Cher, complete
with 60s hair and bell
bottoms. Best prize
for costumes worn
by teens goes to the
two girls who came
as Starbucks coffee cups, complete
with the paper heat
guards.
The little kids
played games: our
traditional tarantula race, penny toss
into the pumpkins,
beanbag toss, and
count the clown. The
church also had their
popular cupcake walk. Every child won a
prize from the prize table. I can't thank the
Alta Attic thrift shop and the Dutch Flat White
Elephant sale enough for their prize donations.
There were free hot dogs, hot chocolate, donuts, and chips for everyone. Everyone told us they had a great time!
Sixteen volunteers decorated the
building, found the prizes, bought the supplies, ran the games, worked in the kitchen,
gave out candy and raffle tickets in the foyer,
then cleaned it all up afterwards. Thank you
so much for all that work!
We didn't have a haunted house again
this year. We have the supplies stored to
make one but need a fun, creative person
who would like to take this on. Or maybe a
maze?
Look for us again next year, start planning those special costumes, and come on in
for fun and warmth.

Photographs by Roxane Bertell
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Community Calendar
of Events
SPECIAL EVENTS
Saturday, November 28, 2015 - Dutch Flat
Heritage Preservation Society Benefit
Concert featuring Rob and Christine Bonner
with Bob Edwards. Dutch Flat Community
Center, 933 Stockton Street. Doors open
6:30, concert starts 7:30.
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 - Alta
Community Center - 17th annual Christmas
dinner, 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Monday, January 11, 2016 - 7:00 - 9:00
PM - Historic Colfax Theater, 49 S. Main
Street, Colfax Soroptomists “National
Human Trafficking Community Awareness
Day”.
ONGOING EVENTS
Alta Attic - Thursdays 10:00 - 1:00
Bingo, Alta Community Center, 1st
Fridays, 7:00 PM - proceeds benefit the Alta
Volunteer Fire Department.
Dutch Flat Community Center
Board of Directors meeting 2nd
Mondays, 6:00 PM - location varies
(or contact President Marybeth
Blackinton, 530-389-8393)
Dutch Flat Community Center
potluck 3rd Thursdays. Sept. - June,
6:00 PM - . Dutch Flat Community
Center, 933 Stockton St. Bring a
place setting and a dish to share.
Dutch Flat United Methodist Church
- 2nd Saturdays, 8:00 AM -10:00 AM- pancake breakfast
Dutch Flat United Methodist Church
- Sundays Fellowship Dinner, 5:00 PM and
Worship Service, 6:00 PM

Views expressed in letters, guest opinion
pieces and other contributions do not
necessarily reflect the views of the editor, the
Dutch Flat Community Center or its Board.

Historical Society Board Meeting
Golden Drift Museum 1st Mondays - .
NFARA board meeting 3rd Tuesdays,

7:00 PM - , locations vary. For more, call Jim
Ricker, 530-389-8344
Pioneer Union Church, Gold Run
Sundays, 10:00 AM - , Sunday Service
Sierra First Baptist Church, Alta
Sundays, 11:00 AM - , worship service
Sierra First Baptist Church bible
study, Mondays 8:30 a.m., 33990 Alta Bonny
Nook Road., Alta Bible study, For more information, call 530.389.2168
Sierra First Baptist Church, free
community lunch Mondays 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., 33990 Alta Bonny Nook Rd., Alta.
For more, call 530-389-2168
Sierra First Baptist Church Food
Pantry, Thursdays 10-Noon, 33990 Alta
Bonny Nook Rd., Alta. For more, call
530-389-2168

ALTA-DUTCH FLAT
SCHOOL IMPORTANT
DATES

Tuesday, November 24th - Thanksgiving
Feast for all students Parents’ Club
Wednesday, November 24th - Minimum
Day
November 25-27 - Thanksgiving Holiday/
School Break
Wednesday, December 9 - Soup Kitchen
and Craft Night (look for upcoming notice of
the time)
December 21-January 1 - Holiday break
Friday, January 22 - 10:00 AM - Auburn
Symphony assembly. Public is invited to attend
February 15-19 - Winter break
COUNTY AND STATE
OFFICE CLOSURES

2015
Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving
Friday, November 27 - Thanksgiving Holiday
Friday, December 25 - Christmas
2016
Friday, January 1 - New Years Day
Monday, January 18 - MLK Day
Friday, February 12 - Lincoln’s Birthday
Monday, February 15 - Presidents Day
Monday, May 30 - Memorial Day
Monday July 4 - Independence Day
Monday September 5 - Labor Day
Monday October 10 - Columbus Day
Friday November 11 - Veteran’s Day
Thursday November 24 - Thanksgiving Day
Friday November 25 - Thanksgiving Holiday
Monday December 26 - Christmas Day
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PRESIDENT’S Column
By Marybeth Blackinton
Fall has come
to the Foothills and we
are all hoping for some
relief to our drought.
Without wanting to jinx
the promising start,
let's hope the current
trend of winter weather
continues.
Summer brought some long-awaited
changes to the Community Center building
and grounds. The tennis court was resurfaced and painted. We now have pickle
ball lines on half of the court and a group of
faithfuls that play regularly on Saturday mornings. We even had an official ribbon cutting
ceremony officiated by Honorary Mayor Bob
Pfister.
Unfortunately, the newly-erected fence
was damaged by the asphalt company that
did the court resurfacing but it has been
repaired with the installation of an 8' gate.
The border and foundation for the playground
equipment is next on our priority list along
with the sidewalk from the front of the building to the court and playground. I feel like
a broken record listing these projects but at
least our list is getting smaller.
The two-month preparation period by
dozens of volunteers for the annual White Elephant Sale over Labor Day weekend resulted in fantastic results. We took a week off
and then started breaking down the displays,
keeping some of the better items for future
years and donating a lot of others. Following
the removal of items from the old classroom,
the four new windows on the tennis court
side of the building were installed. Russell
Roark Construction's crew did the installation
and John Polaski painted the interior and
exterior trim. Windows that open and close
and have screens – wow! What a luxury
that will be appreciated in the warm summer
months.
The Boards of Directors has dealt with
odd fiscal year dates from the inception of the
Center incorporating as a non-profit organization. The current Board will be making the
official announcement to the membership
to change the fiscal year from November
1-October 31 and, instead, coincide with a
calendar year (January 1-December 31).
This doesn't affect the membership; just our
Treasurers who have to file the required annual paperwork with the Federal and State
agencies. Once the membership has been
notified of the change, the Board will hold the
required vote.

What is Dutch Flat?
From Janet Fonseca’s 1975 book
“Dutch Flat- A Collection of
Anecdotes and Photographs”
In the final analysis, Dutch Flat may
prove to be a state of mind, existing differently in each person who views it. To some
it’s a place of incredible beauty which assaults one’s senses the year ‘round, each
season vying with another to produce the
most blatant of foliage and pungent of odors,
from gaudy autumn colors to cool verdant
summer dress, always topped off by fiery red
sunsets. To transplanted city dwellers it is a
quiet haven, a port of serenity in an ocean of
madness.
Dutch Flat is America, real America as
it was meant to be. No one in Dutch Flat ever
becomes preoccupied with trying to find himself because if anyone in Dutch Flat was lost
he didn’t realize it. It is where residents take
their responsibilities seriously, a fact which
often comes as a shock to newcomers who
are used to having their smallest demands
attended to by some civil servant. In Dutch
Flat, if you want a street light, you install it
yourself. If your neighbor is sick you care for
him, and if the cemetery needs cleaning you
join your neighbors in cleaning it.
Decisions of a general nature are
made at monthly meetings of the Dutch Flat
Community Club, founded in 1952 with a pot
luck supper. The reason the pot lucks have
survived is because Hans Haldorsen, who
came from Norway long ago and married Zenobia, a descendant of the pioneer Keskeys
family, announced at the very first meeting
that he would attend thereafter only if a pot
luck supper were served each time, others
agreed and thus the tradition was born.
People care about one another in
Dutch Flat. There is a oneness here, a family
feeling that could never exist in a metropolitan area. The gossip here is not mean but of
a family nature, born of concern, one for the
other. In a place like Dutch Flat you tend to
become closely familiar, yet people respect
a need for privacy which can be had for the
asking with no hard feelings.
All of this brotherhood is too much for
some people to stomach and those who do
not like it do not stay in Dutch Flat for long.
That is why the people of Dutch Flat are so
much the salt of the earth. They are the survivors, the doers and the givers.
It is sometimes said that Dutch Flat
builds character, and then someone is sure
to add, “and attracts characters.” It is we, the
characters, all in our own way who add the
zest and flavor to living in Dutch Flat. When
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historians wonder why Dutch Flat survived
the fate of so many gold rush towns, they
would do well to consider the people, who
once they arrived, rooted themselves, finding
here a spirit more valuable than the elusive
gold the first residents sought.

THE DUTCH FLAT
HERITAGE PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
By Rick Sims
The Dutch Flat Heritage Preservation Society is a California non-profit, public
corporation formed by residents of Dutch Flat
in June, 2015. It has obtained tax exemptions under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code and under state law, so that
donations to the corporation are tax deductible except in unusual circumstances (check
with your tax advisor).
The purpose of the Society is to preserve the historic cultural and architectural
heritage of the town of Dutch Flat so that our
children and grandchildren can experience it.
Specific aims of the Society are (1) to control development of downtown Dutch Flat so
that it is compatible with the historic nature of
the town; (2) to make it possible for present
tenants of commercial buildings in Dutch
Flat, who are treasured by the community, to
remain as tenants (read Abe and Jean Fanning), (3) recruit desirable new tenants; and,
(4) over time, to cure problems of deferred
maintenance in buildings acquired by the
Society.
The officers and members of the
Board of the Dutch Flat Heritage Preservation
Society are: President, Rick Sims; Vice-President, Bill Newsom; Treasurer, Toni Fonseca;
Secretary, Marybeth Blackinton; Directors at
Large: Tom McDonnell, Lynn Oliver, and Eric
Smith.
The Society has entered into a contract (and is in escrow) to buy six buildings
and a vacant lot in downtown Dutch Flat.
These properties are (from downhill to uphill): the vacant lot between Alta Realty and
the garage; the garage; the store; the Post
Office; the red duplex behind the Post Office; the antique store; and the gray building
behind the antique store.
DFHPS continued on Page 4
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DFHPS continued from Page 3

Terms of the purchase of all these properties
are:
1. Purchase price to be $249,000;
2. Society must pay $25,000 down
before close of escrow on January 29, 2016;
3. Society gives sellers a promissory
note for $224,000, with interest only monthly
payments @ 6% for six years;
4. All outstanding principal due at the
end of six years.
From the very outset of formation of
the Society, there has been an outpouring
of community support for its mission. Bill
Jager has devoted countless hours of his real
estate expertise to brokering the transaction
without fee. Local Dutch Flat attorney Joel
Baiocchi has provided the Society with legal
advice at greatly reduced rates. Tom Flanagan, of Accurate Inspections, has inspected

the properties to be purchased and has issued a voluminous inspection report—for a
fee that all would think is chicken feed. Local
artists Susie Alexander and Joan Chlarson
have donated work for the cause as well as
Diane Dunn-Buckert has created a one-ofa-kind quilt. Photographer David Keyes has
supplied a beautiful photograph of the town,
to be auctioned off at Society’s fund raiser

(more below). Susan Prince contributed photos and copy to the Society’s website, which
has been designed by Marybeth Blackinton
(www.dutchflathps.weebly.com). The Patrick
family has given permission to use family art
work in the Society’s publications. Debby
McClatchy has compiled a wholly remarkable
history of each of the parcels to be acquired
by the Society—a history that will soon appear on the Society’s website. And so on. It
is an important goal of the Society to involve
as many members of the community as possible, so that acquisition of the town’s properties is thought of as a community undertaking, not the work of a remote corporation.
On Page 13 in this newspaper you will find
a form that you can fill out and mail in to the
Society—signing up as a volunteer. Don’t
worry - we’ll put you to work!
Of all the volunteers that have stepped
forward to help the Society, none have devoted more time and energy to the Society than
the Co-Chairs of our Fund-Raising Committee: Kim and Laura Glassco. If you are skeptical of the ability of the Society to meet its
monetary obligations, you should meet Laura
Glassco. Then, you will have no doubt. The
hard-working members of their Fund-Raising
Committee are: Nick Brown, Nancy Bullard,
Diane Dunn-Buckert, Kim Glassco, Laura
Glassco, Cindy Goldman, Connie Gulling,
Alice Harris, Anne Holmes, Alicia LampleyGebel, Lynette and Mike Vrooman, and Mary
Ann Wells.
The Fund-Raising Committee has
organized a kick-off concert, featuring Dutch
Flat musicians Rob and Christine Bonner, for
the Saturday after Thanksgiving—November 28, 2015—at 6:30 p.m. at the Dutch Flat
Community Center. Beer and wine will be for
sale. There will be a silent auction. Tickets
are $30 each. Come and help the Society in
its mission to make sure that our children and
grandchildren can experience the Dutch Flat
that we love. Tickets are for sale at the following locations:
1. Dutch Flat Trading Post (530-389-8017);
2. Cherry Records, 916 Lincoln Way, Auburn
(530-823-2147);
3. Yabobo, 107 N. Pine Street, Nevada City
(530-478-9114);
For will call tickets only: Dutch Flat Heritage
Preservation Society (530-687-2704)
See you on November 28 and don’t
forget to send in the Volunteer Form found on
Page 13.
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SWIMMING POOL NEWS
bY tONI fONSecA
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Golden Drift
Historical Society
by Jim Ricker

Now that the pool has closed for the
season, there isn’t much to report. However,
on Friday, September 25th, family, friends
and colleagues of Doug Ferrier gathered at
the Dutch Flat Swimming Pool for the unveiling of the plaque dedicated in Doug’s memory.
Following Doug’s death last February,
employees of Placer County Facility Services, who worked closely with Doug during the
time he served as President of the Dutch Flat
Swimming Pool corporation, initiated a donation campaign to pay for a plaque to honor
Doug. Donations received covered not only
the cost of the plaque but allowed for it to be
set in a impressive rock monument.
The plaque, designed by Tim Stofleth,
and monument, designed by Brian Brogdon
and Bob Dawson, will serve as a tribute to
the man who many knew as a friend, and
who will be remembered for his countless
contributions to our community.

The official 2015 museum season
came to an end on September 27. Visitation was down substantially compared to the
past few years. In 2013 we had over 1100
visitors and in 2014 slightly more than 1000.
This past season (ending 9/27), we had 705
visitors. June was very slow for some reason. The Lowell Fire at the end of July had
an impact. August was about normal even
though visitation over Heritage Trail weekend
was down. During the museum’s off-season
we continue to provide tours upon request so
our final count won’t be available until the end
of the year. We opened for 2 days in October
with 10 visitors. On November 14 we gave
a tour for 4 people from Canada and 6 more
just dropped in. It was a beautiful Autumn
day. We stayed open for four hours and had
over $165 in sales and donations. For tour
information contact Jim at 530-389-8344.
On September 12 the Historical Society held its annual meeting. One of our
main items of business was the election of
trustees. Trustees are elected for three year
terms. This year there were 4 openings on
the board. Heidi Johnson agreed to stand for
another term. Toni Fonseca (Board Secretary) and Eric Smith (At-large member) chose
not to stand for re-election. Doug Ferrier had
one year left on his term. David Rosenquist
agreed to serve out Doug’s term. Jeanne Wilson and Diane Star agreed to the three year
terms. All were approved unanimously by the
members in attendance. We thank Eric and
Toni for their service on the board.
A Board of Trustees meeting was held
right after the annual meeting. Election of officers was the first order of business. Officers
are as follows: Jim Ricker – President, Anne
Holmes – Vice president, Jeanne Wilson –
Secretary, Sarah Sunderland Fugate – Treasurer.
At-large board members are: Michael
Barham, Connie Gulling, Heidi Johnson,
David Rosenquest, and Diane Star. I look
forward to working with the board and continuing our efforts to remain the best museum
in the county.

From “Recipes & Remembrances”, published in
2002 for the dutch flat
community center
(Book is Still available for sale at
the Center for $5)
BAKED STUFFED SHRIMP WITH
CLAMS - submitted by eva leonard
pages 53-54
3 C chopped clams
5 oz butter
3 C crushed Ritz crackers
½ Tbl horseradish
½ Tbl dry mustard
½ Tbl lemon juice
½ Tbl Worcestershire sauce
¾ - 1 LB peeled shrimp			
Drain clams and place in a bowl.
Mix in crushed crackers. In separate bowl, mix butter, horseradish,
mustard, lemon juice and Worcestershire sauce. Add butter mix to
clams and crackers. Mix well. Lay
out shrimp in ovenproof casserole
dish and cover with clam mixture.
Bake at 425º for 15-20 minutes.
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Canal Trail Open Again
WINTER IS A HARD
TIME FOR ABE
AT THE DUTCH FLAT
TRADING POST.

YOU CAN HELP
KEEP THE STORE OPEN
SIMPLY BY BUYING
SOME ITEMS THERE
(BUTTER, MILK, BEER,
HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES)
successful rib dinner
sells out
The Alta-Dutch Flat School 8th grade
students would like to express their gratitude
to the community for their support at the annual Rib Dinner fundraiser. We had a sold
out crowd of 150 people on November 12th.
Thank you to Monte Vista Inn. Their ribs
were amazing! The students are well on their
way to raising the funds necessary for their
year end San Francisco trip.

THAT YOU MIGHT
NORMALLY
PURCHASE IN COLFAX,
AUBURN GROCERY
STORES OR EVEN
THE BIG BOX
STORES IN ROSEVILLE.
PLEASE HELP SAVE OUR
LOCAL MARKET

Rick Sims
Advertisement

By Ed Stadum
I want to bring to your attention a welcome development for the Dutch Flat community. It concerns the hiking trail along the
Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) canal
running parallel to Ridge Road. This beautiful trail has been used by walkers, runners
and cyclists for many decades. Several
years ago, however, a long-time landowner,
whose property straddles the canal, built a Ushaped fence around a rental house and ran
the two ends of the fence to the very edge of
the canal thus completely blocking the trail as
it crosses his property. He aggressively then
warned hikers and runners not to use the trail
and indeed to keep off it.
The canal trail had been used by the
public for many, many decades and as a
result had become a public trail. The owner
had no legal right to block it. Astonishingly he
had received a letter from the PCWA purporting to authorize him to block the trail so long
as PWCA itself had continued access. Sadly,
we found PWCA to be distinctly unfriendly to
the public's right to use of the trail. We spoke
to their personnel numerous times without
success.
Finally, Michael Joyce and I took up
the cause and set out to see what we might
do to bring about the reopening of the trail.
My research turned up a case with identical facts which came up in Nevada County
some years ago. A landowner had blocked
the canal trail. The Nevada Irrigation District
(NID) seemed to side with the landowner and
finally a citizens group brought a legal action
against the landowner and the irrigation district. The trial court in Nevada County found
in favor of the citizen's group and entered an
order requiring the reopening of the trail. The
landowner and the irrigation district took it up
on appeal and the appellate court sustained
the ruling of the trial court and, in addition,
awarded attorneys' fees and costs of suit to
the citizen's group, to the chagrin of the landowner and the NID. (By coincidence, and
having nothing to do with this case in Dutch
Flat, one of the judges on the three judge
panel which sustained the trial court's ruling
in the Nevada County case was our own Rick
Sims.)
Against this legal background Michael
and I communicated with the owner and
invited him to meet with us to discuss his
blocking of the trail and see if we could not
mutually find a solution which would reopen
the trail to the public. He graciously agreed
to do so. We met with him and his wife in
Rick Sims' mediation room in Dutch Flat on
April 25. After an extended negotiation, they
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agreed to reconstruct his fence so as to open
up the trail across his property to the public.
In due course he kept his promise, did the
necessary work on the fence and as a result
the trail is now again open to the public.
It is important that the many residents
of Dutch Flat who ceased using the canal trail
because it had been blocked be made aware
of the fact that the trail is again open, and
we encourage them begin again to use and
enjoy this wonderful trail. It is their right to do
so.
Everyone should remember that this
historical trail belongs to the public and not to
any single landowner along the trail and not
to the PCWA, which has steadfastly failed to
protect the right of the public to use the trail
which belongs to them.
Members of the community who use
trails such as this should be alert to actions
of adjoining landowners to prevent the public's access and should be prepared to take
action to push back against such improper
actions of landowners. Equally, members

of the public should be prepared to make it
clear to agencies such as the PCWA that they
will not tolerate indifferent and irresponsible
actions by the staffs of such agencies which
disregard and fail to protect the rights of the
public. These agencies are not private businesses who are justified in focusing only on
their own internal convenience. They are
public agencies and have a fiduciary responsibility to members of the public. PCWA has
not lived up to this responsibility. One reason
is that the public itself has failed to communicate with them and insist that they meet their
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responsibilities to the public. Left without
public oversight, such agencies go their own
way and act to protect their own interests
whether or not those interests are consistent
with the interest of the public

jeriwohn85@gmail.com

Check out our Facebook page

Nuggets From “A Golden
Highway”
by Debby McClatchy
Nancy Longnecker loaned me a great
travelogue book from the 1930's entitled "A
Golden Highway" by G.B. Glasscock. Here
are some gleaned lovely nuggets of information from its pages.
The first discovery of gold in California
was not by Marshall in 1848, but first in 1842
in San Francisquito Canyon, near Los Angeles, by Francisco Lopez, which produced
thousands of dollars worth of gold, and then
in 1844 by Mr. Bidwell on the Feather River,
who coincidentally was working then for John
Sutter. Both men were so worried they would
lose their labor force, they kept their discoveries a secret. Bidwell later became a U.S.
Congressman, and ran for president in 1892
for the Prohibition Party.
It rained fifty inches in San Francisco
during the winter of 1848/49. Building materials were so scarce, they used sacks of Chilean flour, iron cook stoves, a grand piano, and
tobacco boxes to pave the sidewalks. The
story is told of a vaquero finding a nice hat in
the mud, lassoed it, only to find a man underneath, who requested help lifting up the horse

beneath him!
The first ships up the Sacramento
River were paddle wheel Hudson River
steamboats, amazingly safely brought around
the Horn. The owners then felt justified in
charging their passengers a hefty fee.
Expectations of immediate wealth
were so high in the beginning of the Rush,
that a coroner's jury, upon hearing of the
suicide of a miner, brought in the verdict, that
"the man was a damned fool".
Some of the original curbs on Sacramento's streets were six feet high due to
constant flooding. Three levees were built in
the 1850s. All failed.
After Marshall found gold in the American River at Coloma, he put it back, seeding
the river to insure that Sutter found gold when
he came to check on the find. Marshall was
later given a remittance by the State. Bitter
over his fate, he used it for drink.
The first implements used to pan for
gold were tightly woven Indian baskets.
Two men, later famous, started their
businesses in Placerville. Philip P. Armour
ran a butcher shop that grew into the hot dog
empire we know today. J.M. Studebaker built
wheelbarrows so well, he enlarged the business in Indiana to later include automobiles.
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California Department of
Fish and Wildlife Holds
First Inland Oil Spill
Response Equipment
Training in Alta Area
The California Department of Fish and
Wildlife's Office of Spill Prevention and Response oversaw oil spill equipment training
for members of the Alta Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) in October.
Alta was the first inland agency awarded the
spill equipment grant since OSPR went statement in 2014.
“In 2014, Governor Brown expanded
our program statewide. Now we want to
bring the same level of oil spill protection
we've provided the coast for over 20 years
to inland communities like Alta” said Local
Government Outreach and Grant Coordinator
Cindy Murphy. “It's crucial that we all work
together to preserve these vital areas.”
The training included a four-hour
classroom instruction session followed by
four hours of hands-on oil spill equipment
deployment training by spill response profes-

Bob and Deej Beane training with their Alta
CERT team members and California Office
of Spill Recovery and California Department
of Fish and Game personnel in a hands on
training near Iowa Hill
sionals.
OSPR began offering equipment
grants in 2007 and it has since provided
nearly $1 million to more than 40 local government agencies and tribes in California.

Alta Fire Protection District was awarded a
$30,000 grant for response equipment in
June to strengthen oil spill preparedness
and response at the North Fork of the American River. The grant provides 1,000 feet of
containment boom, absorbent materials, a
mobile trailer and eight hours of training.
“We are pleased to be awarded the
first inland grant for oil response equipment
and training to protect fish, wildlife and plants
along the crucial waterways of the North Fork
of the American River.” said Bryce Birkman,
Division Chief and CERT Program Manager
with the Alta Fire Protection District.
While OSPR and its federal partners
focus upon public safety and environmental
response during an oil spill, they recognize
the importance of protecting economic areas
like the North Fork of the American River that
are crucial to a community's livelihood and
quality of life.
Equipment grants are available to any
local public agency or tribe in the State of
California. In order to be considered, agencies must be at risk of an oil spill occurring in
their jurisdiction. To learn more about the Response Equipment Grant Program, visit the
website: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/OSPR/
Response/Response-Equipment-Grants

North Fork American
River Alliance - NFARA
by Jim Ricker
American River Headwaters Acquisition
by ARC
In August, the American River Conservancy closed escrow on 10,000 acres of
forested land at the headwaters of the North
and Middle Forks of the American River. This
is ARC’s largest conservation acquisition
ever. The property is located just to the west
of Granite Chief Wilderness Area. It extends
from 5500 feet to 8500 feet in elevation, contains 1200 acres of mountain meadows and
over 20 miles of blue ribbon trout streams.
Three popular trails cross these lands including the Western States 100 Trail, the Tevis
Cup Trail, and the Picayune Valley Trail.
Approximately one fifth of the lands lie in the
North Fork watershed.
The land was previously owned by a
timber investment firm. ARC plans include
forest restoration, the obliteration of 45 miles
of logging roads, and restoration of mountain
meadows. It is the intent of the Conservancy
to manage the property for fire resiliency, wa-

American River Headwaters
ter quality, wildlife habitat and trail recreation.
NFARA has been an advocate of this
acquisition for several years and we contributed $1000 toward the purchase. One of our
main concerns was the preservation of the
Western States Trail. It appears now that the
public will have access on this trail in perpetuity.
New Law to Protect Rivers, Fisheries from
Gold Mining
On October 9, California Gov. Jerry
Brown signed into law Senate Bill 637. This
legislation will protect California’s water supplies, wildlife and cultural resources from the
damaging effects of hobby gold mining. The
new law requires that all small-scale miners using motorized suction pumps obtain a
Clean Water Act Permit from the State Water
Resources Control Board before mining in
California waterways.
The legislation affects suction dredge
mining, high banking and any other forms of
mining that rely on motorized suction pumps
to process materials from the banks or beds
of rivers and streams. Dredging and high
banking alters fish habitat by changing the
river bottom and often reintroduces mercury,
left over from historic mining operations, to
the waterways threatening communities and
fisheries.
The measure comes after nearly a
decade of litigation among miners, tribes and
conservationists. A moratorium on suction
dredge mining has been in effect since 2009,
but recent court decisions have cast uncertainty on it and prompted clarification from
the legislature. Senate Bill 637 was authored
by Senator Ben Allen (D-Santa Monica) to
provide clear authority to the State Water
Resources Control Board to permit or deny
small-scale suction mining in order to maintain water-quality standards.
NFARA has been working with the
Sierra Fund, the Karuk Tribe, Center for
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Biological Diversity, Pacific Coast Federation
of Fishermen’s Associations, Friends of the
River, Environmental Law Foundation, Upper
American River Foundation, California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, Foothills Anglers
Coalition, Klamath Riverkeeper and the Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center
for several years to reform small-scale mining
laws and regulations.
Great Sierra River Cleanup
On September 19, as part of the 7th
Annual Great Sierra Cleanup, NFARA organized a cleanup event along the North Fork.
Twenty people joined our effort including 3
very young participants and their parents.
One group of 6 volunteers went down the
Stevens Trail to collect a pile of trash. Approximately 120 pounds (sleeping bags,
propane bottles, mining equipment, etc.)
were hauled out of the canyon. The rest of
the volunteers cleaned the Mineral Bar campground and picnic areas as well as the Pennyweight Trail. About 160 pounds of trash
were removed from this area. A lot of small
trash gets left probably because it is harder
to see and harder to pickup. Top of the list of
small trash was cigarette butts, followed by
bottle caps, the plastic straw wrappers from
fruit box drinks, and the bag ties (both wire
and plastic) used on bread/bun bags.
The Great Sierra River Cleanup is coordinated by the Sierra Nevada Conservancy
in partnership with the California Coastal
Cleanup Day and serves to promote good
stewardship on all our waterways. This year

nearly 4600 volunteers removed more than
108 tons of trash and recyclables from rivers
throughout the Sierra Nevada.

ALTA COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS DINNER
By Karen Calvert
On Tuesday, December 15th, the 17th
annual Community Christmas Dinner will be
held at the Alta Community Center, 33950
Alta Bonnynook Road, Alta from 4:00 PM 7:00 PM.
Volunteers from the local area churches
will host an evening of food and fellowship
with the community. Come enjoy a full holiday
dinner and a celebration of the Christmas
season with your neighbors.
A Free Community Christmas Dinner?
Why and How…? In 1998 two children who
shall remain nameless were obsessed with
what they were going to get for Christmas. A
dad, who will also remain nameless decided
they needed to learn a lesson of service and
the idea for this dinner was born.
There was also a desire to bring the three
churches in Alta, Dutch Flat and Gold Run
together, along with all Christians who live in
this tri-village area. Meetings were held and
the Community Christmas Dinner began.
This evening is a time to share the blessings of what we have in this community. A
good meal is enjoyed by all, but most importantly community is strengthened and neigbors get to know neighbors.
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Take Care of Yourself
As you prepare for the holidays and fun times
with family and friends, don’t neglect your
own health. ‘Tis the flu season, and that can
be bad for some. Flu is a serious contagious
disease. Each year in the United States, on
average, more than 200,000 people are hospitalized from flu complications and 36,000
people die from flu.
Influenza, the flu, is a contagious
respiratory illness caused by viruses. It can
cause mild to severe illness. The flu can
have serious complications which can lead to
hospitalization or death. Some people, such
as older adults, young children, and people
with certain health conditions, are at higher
risk for serious flu complications. The best
way to prevent the flu is by getting your flu
shot each year. This season's vaccine will
protect against the flu viruses that research
has shown will be most common during the
season.
Flu vaccines can be found at a number
of locations. You can be vaccinated by your
healthcare provider and at some pharmacies,
like CVS, Walgreen’s, and Safeway, though
call first to see if your pharmacy gives shots.
The vaccine is also available at Placer County medical clinics at these locations. Travel
immunizations are available by appointment
only. As of October 1, 2015, immunizations
will only be provided for residents of Placer
County.
Flu continued on Page 12
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MURDER BY
CLICHE
By Debby McClatchy

Chapter 9

Here’s a re-cap of the cast of story characters:
Constable Charlie Cummins - new on the
force; young but keen
Emily and Walter Cummins - his parents
Mr. Clarence Warrington - the town curmudgeon
Carole Thorpe - police station receptionist; a motherly type
Detective Sergeant Ray Thorpe - her
son, the police chief
Hugh Shallows - Welshman, recently
bought local hotel
Molly Shallows - his daughter, the hotel's
chef, and Charlie's secret love
Tom Clark and Brad Feeny - local farmhands and pranksters
Gloria and Lareen Evans - spinster cousins and gossips
Lord Calvin Commander - Lord of the
Manor
Lady Casey - his American wife
Corrine Commander - his eldest daughter
Juliet Commander - his youngest daughter
Lord George Commander - his grandfather
Denton - his butler
Alan deLay - the butcher with extracurricular activities
Lara deLay - his wife, also with sidelines
Carstairs - the blacksmith and motor mechanic
John and Mary Tadbourne - farmers
Mike Tadbourne - their son, loves Juliet
Valerie Givens - artist who rents cottage
for the season
Connie - barmaid at the Endeavor
Madge - Lindenmouth's telephone operator
Celeste Woodward - town's premier literary recluse
Manning - her live-in staff
Roger Smith-Robbins - Celeste's ineffectual nephew
Sharon Woodward - Celeste's ward
Marcy Wallace - millinary clerk, loves
Roger
Sir Mathew Broadstairs - town barrister
Dr. McKnight - town physician
Vicar Constanton - elderly clergy
Cornelius Spanner - owns antique shop
Art Friendly - hardware shop
Sarah Daley - lace and notions shop
Tom's Friend and the Older Couple seaside visitors?
Horace Green and Carrie Thompson victim of pranks
Detective Babbitt - Exeter police

Roger, Sharon, and Manning sat in deep
leather chairs across from Sir Mathew
Broadstairs, junior partner in Broadstairs,
Broadstairs, and Frome, a firm of solicitors
going back to the Dark Ages. They represented the interests of Celeste Woodward.
Sir Mathew, although the only living member
of the firm, was still referred to locally as
young Broadstairs, a fact that colored his
everyday life, forcing him to be more than he
was, continually striving to excel above the
qualities of his predecessors, a stern father,
and an even sterner great-uncle.
The room was very masculine and impressive. Dark hardwood wainscoting
underlined walls resplendent with sporting
prints, cases of multi-hued butterflies,
and official certificates, framed in golden rococo splendor. Beveled glass windows, the
panes separated into tiny triangles, gleamed
from the street's illumination behind them. A
worn, but magnificent, Persian carpet gave
back the glow and hue of the room, while an
ornate, slightly too ostentatious chandelier
cast reflections on the wall like a miniature
planetarium.
Roger was jubilant; Sharon, pensive; and
Manning, uncomfortable. All expected their
fair share and looked forward to a change
in their lives. Sir Mathew looked from one
to the other. In a sitting position he seemed
as broad as tall; it was only when he stood
up that his proportions seemed more normal. He was fifty-ish with rather long gray
hair and a horsey continence. Both eyes
were sleepy and heavy-lidded. He was in a
continual state of boredom, long ago accepting his role in life. He had once sought
the profession of a stable manager, but was
completely squashed early on by the elder
Broadstairs.
Sir Mathew started to read Celeste's will.
Most was in legal language and dealt with
taxes, estate fees, and executor duties. He
then put down the document and leaned
closer to the three listeners. It was so still
they all inadvertently held their breaths.
He continued sleepily, "The rest concerns
dispersal of assets. There are a few bequeaths, to Eustice, charitable organizations,
animal shelters, and a nursing school, but
the bulk goes to the three of you. Manning
will get a hundred pounds, a nice legacy, and
you, Roger, along with Sharon, will split the
remainder. I haven't completely figured out
the total; the assets are considerable and
varied, but it is a significant sum and plenty
enough to insure you have a comfortable
life." He paused inperceptibly, then continued slowly, "There is one provision."
Roger sat up in his seat. So far all was
going all right. Half was less than he had

expected, the old miser, but he could work
some angles, knew some schemes that
should increase his worth. Just the hint of
inheritance would allow him to immediately
borrow against his prospects. Marcy was
still waiting, and there were plenty like her
around. In fact, now that he was a "gentleman about town", a fiance might be a bit of a
hindrance. He smiled slightly.
Sir Mathew noted the smile and finished
his thought, "The provision is that Roger and
Sharon are to be married. If this doesn't
happen, Sharon is to receive everything,
and Roger, nothing." He looked over at the
shocked young man. "I'm afraid your aunt
was very precise; the will is quite clear. But
she knew you two would be compatible
and you would welcome her decision." Sir
Mathew now smiled slightly.
Roger pushed back his chair and stumbled over to the desk. He grabbed the will
and started reading frantically. The legal
wording was past him, though, and he threw
the document down on the desk and grabbed
Sir Mathew instead. He screamed, "This
can't be true, the old battleaxe, she can't do
this to me."
Sir Mathew carefully extricating himself
from the hysterical man and moved to the
side of the desk. Sharon sat, as stone, in
the heavy maroon chair, awash in a glow so
radiant it reflected in the dark windows. She
didn't care that Roger was so upset; he would
come around, her time had come!
She rose up and walked to his side.
He had crumpled up against the desk, and
she lifted him up by the forearm, and led him
silently out the door. She looked back at Sir
Mathew and smiled, "Thank you, Sir, we'll get
back to you for the details, and, don't worry,
it will be all right." Roger whimpered, but followed along meekly, his days stretching out
before him in a long, unbroken line. He hung
his head and silently wept.
Meanwhile Lady Casey Commander and
Alan deLay were sharing a drink in the Bull
and Bear Roadhouse just outside of Lindenford. He held a large pint of dark ale, and
she, a small, dry sherry. The place was a haven for farmers, teamsters, and working folk,
so they were assured of privacy. Casey had
on one of her lady's maid's frocks, plain muslim, and no jewelry, so it was only remarked
that she was a good-looking woman. Alan
was small and intense, one of his attractions,
and they were left alone.
Casey was upset; her eyes were moist
and she clutched a damp handkerchief,
shredding its edges in consternation. Alan
was asking plaintively, "Why don't you understand? I do care for you, but it is really
getting difficult to meet. And, if your husband
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gets a whiff, I'm finished in this area." Casey
started to sob. He cried, "Please don't do
this; you're still my sweetheart; we just have
to calm down a bit."
Casey sniffed and looked up at him, beseechingly, "I just can't give you up. You're
everything to me. You just can't cut me off
just like that." Her mouth took on that firm
line that told him trouble was on the way.
She twined her fingers along his watch fob
and tickled his belly playfully, "You don't want
to give me up, you know that. Yes, my husband can be unpleasant, but he never need
know ... unless, of course, just by chance he
finds out." She looked up at him, raised her
eyebrows, and shrugged.
Alan felt a chill down his spine and his
mouth went dry. It was very apparent what
she was suggesting, and he felt trapped as
a fox in the Spring. He looked away in fury,
then turned to her and nestled up against
her cheek, "Oh, sweetheart, you know best;
I would never desert you." She sighed contentedly and tilted her head back to laugh at
the ceiling.
The Exeter police had been in town for
four days; and nerves were frayed and
tempers were short. The residents, shopkeepers, and surrounding rural workers had
been interviewed and re-interviewed until talk
of harassment abounded. The Evans cousins loved every minute; they felt their sessions with Babbitt's men elevated their status
in the community, and they arrived everyday
at the station with unwelcome and unneeded
tidbits of semi-gossip, feeling themselves at
the very core of the investigation. Inspector
Babbitt was finally rude to them in exasperation, which they pretended not to understand,
and made a hasty, tripping exit. Carole
provided seas of teas and platters of sweet
biscuits and fingers of buttered bread, ‘til
even she was put off by Babbitt's haughty acceptance, and ceased to mother and hover.
People stopped walking about the High
Street or going for a pint at the Hotel, in fear
of being accosted into yet another series of
impertinent and irrelevant questions from
those "city bobbies." Business and social life
suffered, and some residents even locked
their doors.
The Endeavor Pub, way up the top of
town, and thus, far away enough from the police station, enjoyed a brief surge of custom,
and the landlord put on an extra menu of jellied eel and mash with onion gravy. Connie,
the barmaid, whom Charlie had found so frail,
had gained a stone and her cheeks looked
like little peaches. She easily joked with her
customers and jauntily jingled a new cheap
bracelet as she pumped the ale.
Life was looking up. The father of her un-

born child had finally agreed to help her out,
although as a married man and father, could
go no further. Connie could care less; nice
trinkets and a fair allowance, getting heftier in
her thoughts each moment, would salve her
wounded pride. If she put on more weight
she wouldn't show as much and her mum
would watch the kid later on, for a bite of the
take, of course. She was nobody's fool, and
neither was Connie.
She loosened the top button over her ample cleavage and leaned over at Alan deLay,
who had just walked in. He could be a good
tipper. He looked morose and maybe she
could cheer him up.
Inspector Babbitt threw his keys down on
Ray Thorpe's desk, then, aghast at his losing
control in front of a subordinate, quickly and
resolutely picked them up. He sat down gingerly. His fancy, handmade and hand-tooled
ostrich leather boots were dusty and pitted,
and his feet hurt like the devil. He blamed his
lack of progress, in fact, lack of any information relevant to the case, not on himself or
his men, but on the completely obstructive
disregard of the locals to any of his inroads to
gain their trust. All the fancy words and techniques he had learned in his policing courses
fell as discarded petals, deadheaded as unneeded, in front of obstinate villagers, content
to stare at his men and babble inconsistencies. He received no pertinent answers, no
concrete theories or alibis. It was as if he
was speaking in a foreign language. Everyone feigned a rural stupidity, an ignorance
of specific knowledge. Even Mr. Warrington
was obtuse.
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Babbitt stared out the window, which had
just started to stream with rain. It pattered
on the slate roof; a sound generally comforting to most men. The inspector just thought
of mud and damp and shivered. It was time
to go back to the Cathedral City of Exeter,
where people respected his worth and power.
He wouldn't admit to defeat here. He turned
back to Ray, "I think it time to take all the
information and relevant clues back to Exeter,
where we have the equipment to test and
check. My men can read through all the interviews, where there are some decent facilities, and look for coincidences and trends. It
all comes down to detailed work like this, and
then we'll have our answer. Yes, we've done
all we can here."
Ray wasn't sure what information and
clues had been found, but he was so ready to
get rid of Babbitt, he concurred, "Sounds like
a good plan. If anything else surfaces, I'll appraise you immediately, and hope I can rely
on the same from you?"
He looked over at Babbitt in what he
hoped was a deferential posture, and was
cheered when the other man threw up his
hands and replied, "Yes, yes, of course; goes
without saying." (These locals had to be appeased at every turn; there wasn't much of a
chance Ray would be helpful, so Babbitt saw
no offense in complying, if only verbally.)
"I'll go check out of the Royal Devon and
gather my men. It's been rather quiet at the
hotel, very few visitors; I'll be glad of the busy
streets of the city." He walked out the door
Murder continued on Page 12

SAVE YOUR
MONEY !
Don't buy home health equipment or supplies
until you check the Dutch Flat
Community Center - contact
Heidi Suter, 530-305-7782
We will gladly loan or donate supplies!
Walkers – wheelchairs – canes – crutches
commodes – bedside equipment – first aid
bedding and more

Page 12
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Murder continued from Page 11

without a thank-you or good-bye. Ray silently
wished him a speedy journey with no return.
Roger walked slowly out over the West
Cliffs to where Marcy lived in a small cottage
with her elderly mum and a childlike older
sister. His life lay in tatters about him. He
would soon be a wealthy man, but the joy
of that was now sawdust in his mouth, as
he thought of marriage to Sharon. He knew
the steel backbone in Celeste would have
insured the will to be unbreakable. He also
realized the same backbone, so hidden in
Sharon, but now showing up in leaps and
bounds, would bind him to her like the glue
they used in paper maché projects. He saw
himself as a small ornate box, carefully constructed and totally controlled by his shallow,
inconsequential wife. There would be no
money for gambling and other women, for
she would control the purse strings. He saw
his life stretched out in a long repetition of
receptions with vapid-faced widows and
their daughters, rather than the speak-easy
fantasies that he had lately harbored. Perhaps a hurried squalid tussle with a vacuous
street-girl was to be his only recourse. His
spirits went up a bit at the thought.
He arrived at the cottage. The eaves
dripped cold water on his hat as he stood
waiting to knock. A small breeze, cold for
that time of year, ruffled his coattails, and he
looked up to the gray sky in desperation. He
finally turned and sped off back to Lindenmouth, checking behind to make sure he
hadn't been seen by anyone in the cottage.
Marcy would hear soon enough by the village gossip grapevine, and he didn't owe her

anything; certainly not an explanation. And
he knew she would be silly and cry and make
a scene, and he just wasn't ready for all that
fuss.
Marcy watched Roger walk away from her
vantage point behind the kitchen curtains.
He looked a little upset and indecisive. Perhaps he just couldn't work out how to officially
pop the question. Well, tomorrow was another day, a glorious day, where she would
not only be with the man she loved, but richrich-rich. Or at least richer than anyone who
lorded it over her now. And away from her
domineering mother and stupid sister. She
turned back to the room and smiled contently.

CHiPs for Kids
and Safe Driving Tips
The California Highway Patrol, KCRA
3 and the CHiPs for Kids Toy Drive have
been helping to make holidays brighter for
children in our community for the last 15
years. Last year, with the help of KCRA 3
viewers and schools, the CHP and KCRA 3
collected nearly 40,000 toys and distributed
them to disadvantaged children just in time
for the holidays.
You can help by bringing a new, unwrapped toy to participating locations: Gold
Run CHP Office, Colfax Mini Storage, Colfax
High School, Alta-Dutch Flat Elementary,
Colfax Theatre, Colfax Starbucks and Sierra
First Baptist Church in Alta between November 18th and December 18th.
The toys will be delivered to local
hospitalized and disadvantaged children just
before the holidays.
SAFE DRIVING TIPS: The warning signs of
drowsy driving are:
Yawning, blinking, or rubbing your
		eyes frequently
Difficulty remembering the past few
		miles driven
Missing your exit
Drifting from your lane
Trouble keeping your head up
Hitting a rumble strip
Tailgating
Feeling restless and irritable
If you experience any of these warning
signs, pull over to a safe location to rest or
change drivers. Simply turning up the radio
or opening the window are not effective ways
to keep you alert.
The mission of the California Highway
Patrol is to provide the highest level of safety,
service, and security to the people of California.

Flu continued from Page 9

Auburn
Medical Clinic, Auburn Annex
11583 C Avenue
Auburn, CA 95603
Phone: 530-889-7172
Hours of Operation: Immunizations are
held on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 8:00am11:30am. No appointment necessary. Hours
are subject to change, please call for schedule.
Tahoe area
Tahoe Area Medical Clinic
8665 Salmon Avenue
Kings Beach, CA 96143
Phone: 530-546-1970
Hours of Operation: Immunizations are
held on Fridays from 8:00am- 11:30am AND
1:00pm- 3:30pm. No appointment necessary.
Hours are subject to change, please call for
schedule
.
Frequently Asked Questions About the Flu
Can the flu vaccine give you the flu?
The flu vaccine cannot cause flu illness. The viruses in the vaccine are either
killed (flu shot) or weakened (nasal spray
vaccine), which means they cannot cause
infection.
Are the "stomach flu" and influenza the
same thing?
No, they are not. The "stomach flu" is
a disease known as viral gastroenteritis and
is not caused by influenza viruses. The flu,
cause by influenza viruses, is a respiratory
(lung) disease, not a stomach or intestinal
disease. The main symptoms of the flu are
fever (usually high), headache, extreme
tiredness, dry cough, sore throat and muscle
aches. Stomach symptoms, such as nausea,
vomiting, and diarrhea, also can occur but
are more common in children than adults.
Is December or later too late to get the flu
vaccine?
The CDC recommends that people get
vaccinated as soon as the vaccine becomes
available and that vaccination continue into
December, January and beyond. Influenza
activity usually peaks in February most years,
but disease can occur as late as May.
I got the flu vaccine last year, do I need to
get it again?
Flu viruses change constantly which
requires a new flu vaccine to be produced
each year. The viruses in the vaccine change
each year based on worldwide monitoring of
influenza viruses. The flu vaccine protects
against the three main flu strains that research indicates will cause the most illness
during the flu season.
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Is hand washing the best way to prevent
the spread of the flu?
CDC recommends a flu vaccine as the first
and most important step in protecting against
the flu. However, preventative actions like
covering your cough and washing your hands
often are important everyday steps that can
help stop the spread of germs.
How is the flu virus spread?
Flu virus is mainly spread through
droplets from coughs and sneezes.
People get the flu all the time. It's not that
serious, right?
Flu is a serious contagious disease.
Each year in the United States, on average,
more than 200,000 people are hospitalized
from flu complications and 36,000 people die
from flu.
I hate shots, is there another way I can get
the vaccine?
Flu vaccine is also available as a nasal
spray (brand name FluMist®). The nasal
spray flu vaccine is an option for healthy
people, aged 2-49, who are not pregnant. "Healthy" means someone who doesn’t
have an underlying medical condition that
makes it more likely they will get the flu and
its complications.
Can I spread the flu if I don’t have any
symptoms?
Most healthy adults may be able to
infect others beginning 1 day before symptoms develop and up to 5 days after becoming sick. That means that you may be able to
pass on the flu to someone else before you
know you are sick, as well as while you are
sick.

national human
trafficking community
awareness
The Colfax Soroptomists will be hosting an event open and free to the public on
Monday January 11, 2016 from 7:00-9:00
PM at the Historic Colfax Theater, 49 S. Main
Street, Colfax.
The event will feature speakers from
the FBI, Placer County Special Investigation
Team, Courage Worldwide, and Damsels in
Defense. There will be a question and answer period following the presentations.
Human trafficking is happening in
Placer County. Please get involved.
For additional information, contact
Nikki Ahrens, 530-346-6588
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The Dutch Flat Heritage Preservation Society, a non-profit, public benefit corporation, dedicated to preserving the architectural and cultural history of Dutch Flat, extends its heartfelt
thanks to those who have made financial contributions to the Society.
Monetary Donations			
Contributors (time or discounted services)
Karen Ulmer Andrus				
Fundraising Committee
Molly Waste Ashford and Alexander Ashford		
Kim and Laura Glassco, Coordinators
Amy Bush							Diane Dunn-Buckert
William Fehr							Nick Brown
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation			
Nancy Bullard
William Jager						Alice Haris
Barbara and George Krusi					
Anne Holmes
Edwin D and Judith S. Leonard				
Cindy Goldman
Peter Manus and Susan Schiro				
Connie Gulling
Jean W. and Allan M. McKibben				
Alicia Lampley-Gebel
Mia Monroe and Stephan Meyer				
Lynette and Mike Vrooman
(in memory of James Morley)				
Mary Ann Wells
Justice Fred K. Morrison
Justice William Newsom, Retired			
Susie Alexander, Artist
Lynn and Doug Oliver				
Joel Baiocchi, Attorney
Richard & Elizabeth Patrick			
Rob and Christine Bonner
(in memory of Steve Patrick)			
Joan Chlarson, Artist
Susan Prince and Jim Ricker			
Tom Flanagan, Accurate Inspections
Justice Rick Sims (Ret’d.) and Linda Wallihan
Mark Himelstein, Attorney
Eric and Julianne Smith				
William Jager, Jagerco
Katy Waste Spurlock and Steve Spurlock
David Keyes, Photography
Bill Wagner						
Laurel Ann Mathe, Mystic Design Graphics
The William Waste Family				
Patrick Family
							
Susan Prince, website copy author

DUTCH FLAT HERITAGE PRESERVATION SOCIETY
VOLUNTEER FORM
Yes! I want to volunteer to help the Dutch Flat Heritage Preservation Society preserve the
cultural and architectural heritage of the town of Dutch Flat.
Name___________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number

Home___________________________ Cell_____________________

E-Mail address ____________________________________________________________
I have the following special skills:______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Mail this form to Dutch Flat Heritage Preservation Society,
P.O. Box 303, Dutch Flat, CA 95714.
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REMEMBERING
Bobby Eugene Bridges
October 17, 1932 - October 23, 2015

Bobby Bridges - GONE FISHIN’
Bobby Eugene Bridges passed away
October 23rd , 2015. A long - time Auburn
resident, he will be missed by his devoted
family and the circle of friends he leaves behind. He is survived by his wife of 61 years,
Vonda, daughter Sherry (Ray Cunningham),
daughter Kathy (Keith Petersen), sister Joan
Chapman of Georgia, grandchildren, Desiree
Chase (Dan), Casey Cunningham, Chelsey Daskalos (Nate), and Amber Yeomans
(Robby), Krista Tiedemann (Danny), Danielle
Petersen, great grandchildren, Abigail and
Annalise Chase, Wyatt Cunningham, Ethan
and Tyler Yeomans, and Bella Tiedemann,
nieces and nephews.
It is hard to sum up a man’s lifetime
in only a few paragraphs. Bob lived his life
as big as his stories. He was born October
17, 1932 to George W. Bridges and Mamie
N. Bridges in Oroville, California. The family moved to Dayton, Nevada when Bob was
very young and finally to Dutch Flat, California in 1936. Like many of the local kids in the
summers , Bob spent a great deal of time at
the gravel pit. With help from his friends they
started improvements to the swimming hole,
now the Dutch Flat Community pool.
In the Winters, you would find Bob
sledding down Depot Hill with many of his
friends in tow. He attended the local Dutch
Flat School, known as the Dutch Flat Community Center today. Bob loved the woods
and during his teen years he worked in the
logging business, back when the area supported several lumber mills. Bob was a graduate of Placer High School in Auburn. He
boasted about playing football and being part

of the championship period. He later played
for Sierra College, which was still housed on
the same campus as the current Placer High
School.
The next chapter in Bob’s life was with
the U.S. Navy in 1952 during the Korean
conflict. He spent two years on board a mine
sweeper in the waters near Japan. During
shore leave a friend, introduced him to the
love of his life, Vonda Cross. As the old saying goes, it was love at first sight; they were
married on October 3, 1954.
The newlyweds made their home
in Long Beach, California where, in 1955,
their first daughter, Sherry was born at the
Naval Hospital. After his four years with the
Navy, Bob and his new family moved to Deer
Creek, just outside of Grass Valley, California
where he gained employment with Pacific
Gas and Electric Company in 1956.
Bob worked in the hydroelectric power
plants or ( power houses ). The family lived
in Lake Spaulding, California and in 1958, another daughter, Kathy was born. Auburn was
the next move in 1960 and the final home for
the Bridges family.
Bob pursued many hobbies and interests in his lifetime. He was a sportsman at
heart and not having a boy ever deterred him
from showing his daughters how to fish and
taking them bird hunting. He loved dancing, motorcycles, cars, trapshooting, hunting,
fishing, skiing, travel , baseball, football and
jumping into his jeep for a Sunday jaunt.
Bob retired from P.G . & E. in 1987
after thirty one years with the company. Bob
and Vonda bought their first motorhome
and starting exploring points east. Bob and
Vonda especially enjoyed wintering in Yuma,
Arizona.
During Bob’ s sunset years you would
find him tinkering in his garage, gardening,
spending time with his family, and playing
with his great grandchildren . He was always
silly, had a great sense of humor and topped
each morning with his cup of coffee, watching
the birds and soaking up the sun. Bob believed he would live forever, but his mind and
body had other plans. He always cherished
his family, and lived each day to the fullest.
One of his last wishes before his passing
was to dance again with the love of his life,
Vonda.
We are so blessed to have had such a
great husband, father, grandpa, great grandpa, brother, uncle and friend in Bob. He will
be deeply missed.

Tree cutting work scheduled for Interstate 80
above Colfax
Caltrans Press Release
The California Department of Transportation is alerting the public that tree cutting
operations are scheduled to begin in midNovember on eastbound Interstate 80, 3.5
miles east of Colfax in Placer County. Minimal
traffic impacts are expected from occasional
right shoulder closures during the tree work.
 	
Ten acres of mixed pine forest and
understory will be removed for future construction activities in spring 2016. Scheduling
the work in November ensures that bird nesting habitat will not be disturbed during the
upcoming construction of a $43-million truck
climbing lane project on eastbound I-80.
 	
The steep grade east of Colfax between Long Ravine Underpass and the
Alpine Overcrossing causes trucks to slow
down, reducing the capacity of this section of
I-80. In addition to constructing a 3-mile new
right lane and widening shoulders, the project
will also widen and replace the Cape Horn
Undercrossing, construct a 1,100-feet-long
retaining wall separating Magra Road from
I-80, extend culverts, upgrade drainage facilities and relocate guard railing.
 	
Weather or other unexpected events
may prolong the work or cause construction activities to be rescheduled. Motorists
are urged to be "Be Work Zone Alert" and to
"Slow for the Cone Zone." Caltrans will issue
updates on Twitter @D3PIO and on Facebook at CaltransDistrict3.
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Merrily, Merrily
By Emmaline Gravel
Cold and dreary days,
Crisp Autumn winds
Blowing round and round
Merrily, merrily into the night.
Leaves trail the ground
And birds fill the sky,
Dancing through the clouds
On their way south again.
Apples are ripe
And gardens are harvested;
Babies bundled up warmly
For long afternoon walks.
Time slows for the dawn
And races for the sunset,
Never altering its course
And never wavering from its task.

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay;
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.
The waves beside them danced, but they
Outdid the sparkling waves in glee:-A poet could not but be gay
In such a jocund company;
I gazed--and gazed--but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought.
For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

Pumpkins abound
In every shape, color and flavor;
Pies, cookies, drinks, breads All with a hint of Autumn gold.

Uncles from afar visit nephews,
Cousins swap stories,
Siblings share a bottle of wine
And new mingle with old.
Round a table laden with food,
Drinks all around
And conversation flows
Merrily, merrily into the night.

classified ads

Send your submissions to dfcc.newspaper@
gmail.com. Be sure to include your contact
information (phone number and/or e-mail).

WANTED: Musicians for July 4, 2016 parade
for the first Dutch Flat Trailered Marching
Band. Maybe you played an instrument in
high school. That’s good enough. Our goal
is to just have people hopefully recognize the
song. Starting in January, 2016, we will practice twice a month. If interested, call Joanne
at the Crystal Springs Inn 530-389-2355.

Dutch Flat Community Center
933 Stockton Street, P. O. Box 14
Dutch Flat, CA 95714

Summer is worlds away
And Winter just ahead;
Time to pause
And celebrate.
Parents gather with children
And children with parents,
Grandparents with babies
And nieces with aunts.
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Membership form

Name____________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________ State __________ Zip _______________
Phone ____________________________________________________________(optional)
E-mail____________________________________________________________________
		

(optional - We’ll send you updates on events, activities and volunteer requests)

Donation amount
$15 _____ $25 ______ Other ______________
Check __________ Credit Card __________________________ exp date _______

I WANDERED LONELY
AS A CLOUD
By William Wordsworth
I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host of golden daffodils:
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

			

Billing zip code _____________ CID ___________

Check if you would like any or all of your donation dedicated to Pool Fund _______
								

Building Fund _______

									Childrens Fund ______
PLEASE MAIL YOUR DONATION TO THE DUTCH FLAT COMMUNITY CENTER,
P. O. BOX 14, DUTCH FLAT CA 95714
The Dutch Flat Community Center is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization and all
donations are tax deductible.

Page 16

w Community – Winter 2015

Bob Dawson (Placer County), Ken
Weatherwax, Jim Johnson and Jim
Sanders at Doug Ferrier plaque dedication
Photo by Roxane Bertell

Just some of the collectibles at the
White Elephant Sale
Photo by Michael Barham

Kathie Reilly shows off a few of the toys
Photo by Michael Barham

Mayor Bob Pfister officiating at the ribbon
cutting ceremony for the newly surfaced
tennis and pickleball courts.
Photo by Roxane Bertell

Laura Glassco and Joyce Cole
playing pickleball
Photo by Roxane Bertell

