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Almost from the beginning of time in Dutch 
Flat the Fourth of July has been celebrated in a 
variety of ways. There was a raucous period after 
the founding of the gold mining town that called 
for unruly celebrations.  And later there were 
times when the July Independence celebration 
was muted due to outbreaks of disease or illness. 
We find ourselves again in a time where our 
celebrations may have to be cut back due to a new 
viral pandemic. However, there were traditions 
that were established that are still recognized 
today in our celebration of this great country’s 
independence.

Prior to 1882 the Fourth of July celebrations 
were quite unruly, which were questioned some 
years later in an article in June of that year 
calling for the patriotic holidays to be reformed.  
It was reported that there was “promiscuous and 
disorderly” behavior. There were explosions of 
“Chinese bombs and firecrackers, chases after pig 
races, climbing greased poles, vulgar and hideous 
processions of broken-down horses, mules and 
men wearing “plug hats” ragged clothes and 
horrid masks, guzzling of triple doses of double 
distilled damnation in the form of Fourth of July 
whiskey.” According to the Stockton Herald 
reported celebrations of Fourth of July had 
deteriorated into money making schemes. It was 
a greedy scramble of the coin in the interest of 
those that wanted to provide food and drink to 
crowds who would be drawn together to watch 
local neighbors parade the streets in fantastic 
and gorgeous costume transformed into military 
commanders and marshals carrying swords they 
did not know how to use or even know how to 
march – all in the name of patriotism. And, as 
it was put, “the usual Fourth of July celebration 
was almost enough to make one regret that the 
Declaration of Independence was ever framed 
and that American Independence ever achieved 
at all.  It does nothing to inspire in people a love 
of country or an appreciation of the blessing 

PCWA APPROVES 
CONSOLIDATION  
WITH DUTCH FLAT 
MUTUAL WATER  
COMPANY 

AUBURN, Calif. (May 28, 2020) — The 
Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) Board 
of Directors approved an agreement allowing 
the Dutch Flat Mutual Water Company (Dutch 
Flat Mutual) to consolidate with PCWA at its 
meeting on May 21. The agreement allows for 
the extension of PCWA’s distribution system 
into the Dutch Flat community, effectively 
connecting current Dutch Flat customers to 
PCWA’s Alta Water System. It also paves the way 
for PCWA to access grant funding to implement 
the consolidation. 

The consolidation process began in 2016 
when the Dutch Flat Mutual Board of Directors 
voted to pursue connecting to PCWA. In 2018, 
through the joint efforts of the two agencies, 
PCWA was able to secure $480,000 from the 
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
to pay for the design of the project. One year 
later, in March 2019, the agencies submitted an 
application to the SWRCB to fund construction 
of the project. The anticipated construction cost 
is just over $4.5 million, of which $4.3 million 
could be covered by a SWRCB grant. The cost 
includes over $300,000 PCWA is setting aside 
for construction contingencies. 

“We are grateful for PCWA’s collaboration 
on this important project,” said Dutch Flat Mutual 
Board President David Mintline. “Consolidating 
with PCWA will provide the community with a 
reliable water supply for the future and allow us 
to benefit from economies of scale.” 

Upon completion of the project, PCWA will 
supply water to 106 new customers, serving each 
parcel individually. It will also take ownership 
of the new distribution system, an 180,000 
gallon storage tank, the property the tank resides 
on, and all new infrastructure built to serve the 
Dutch Flat community; connection to PCWA’s 
Alta system will allow Dutch Flat Mutual’s 
water treatment plant to be decommissioned. 

 PCWA General Manager Andy Fecko said, 
“The Dutch Flat Mutual Consolidation Project 
fits in perfectly with PCWA’s stewardship 
responsibilities. Ensuring reliable water 
service to rural communities, like Dutch Flat, 
is a priority for our Board of Directors, and an 
important component of PCWA’s Countywide 
Master Plan.” 

The next regular meeting of the PCWA 
Board of Directors will be held on Thursday, 
June 4, 2:00 PM via teleconference. PCWA board 
meetings are open to the public. For information 
on PCWA board meetings, please contact the 
Clerk to the Board at (530) 823- 4850 or (800) 
464-0030.

A letter from from the DFCC   Board President

Happy Summer neighbors and friends. 

 I hope everyone is handling the “stay at home”, “social distancing” and other guidelines 
well.  This is a strange time for everyone.  We have wonderful people living in our great 
community and that has been evident during this crisis.  Neighbors have gone shopping for 
each other.  Some neighbors have made masks for others.  It is always nice to live in such a 
wonderful place.  We should and do all look out for each other. 

 In this letter from the President I usually try to share news on the recent happenings at 
the Center.  Well, this time just about nothing has happened.  We thought some work would be 
done on our drainage issue but the restrictions during the virus crisis have prevented people 
from working closely together so no progress yet.  All activities that would include close 
contact inside the Center have been put on indefinite hold.  We do not know when this will 
change but if it does we will get the word out as many ways that we can.

 Social distancing rules prevent the Dutch Flat Community Center from putting together 
the annual Dutch Flat 4th of July parade this year.  This is disappointing but necessary.  There 
is no way to keep socially distant during this popular event.

 Because of the various rules and concerns during the current crisis, the Center’s board of 
directors has decided to also cancel this year’s White Elephant and Estate Treasures Sale.  We 
are going to miss the event itself and also the fun and comradery of working together with our 
wonderful volunteers.  

 This is a short letter because there is not much happening at this time.  Let’s continue to 
help each other and pull together during this time. 

Happy Summer,

Bob Kims

Community  has 
a new look

Dutch Flat 4th of July Traditions 
With Excerpts from the Dutch Flat Chronicles

By Michelle Hancock

of ‘this’ Government of the people, and for the 
people.”  Strong words indeed.

A part of these celebrations was a host of 
events including greased pig races, climbing 
greased poles, sack races, young men and old 
men races and contests for the most deplorable 
horrible costumes along with drunken behavior.
The Dutch Flat Sunday School

In 1892 Dutch Flat had a small celebration 
on Fourth of July for those who did not go 
elsewhere for celebration hosted by the Sunday 
School and a good time was expected by all who 
participated.  “A fine picnic with refreshments 
served was had in the grove “in the rear of the 
Davidson place” with a good literary program to 
follow, which consisted of the Glee Club singing 
“Hail Columbia”.  Mrs. Frost gave the prayer 
followed by the children singing the “Red, White 
and Blue”.  There was reading of the Declaration 
of Independence by W.P. Sowden, Mrs. J.M. 
Barney singing the “Star Spangled Banner,” and 
an oration given by J.M. Barney concluded with 
singing by all of “America.”

The Fourth of July celebration was again 
hosted by the Sunday School in 1894 with a picnic 
in a shady cool spot.  It was described as “a very 
pleasant and successful event and the literary 
exercises were very good.”  The Declaration was 
read in a splendid manner, “Drake’s Address” 
was delivered in a very effective way by Annie  
Gunnaldson  and  the “Star Spangled Banner” 
was well sung  by Mrs. J.M. Barney. The singing 
of the children was quite good and everything 
passed off nicely.  There was quite a crowd 
present and the nation’s anniversary were spent 
in a sensible and patriotic way. Of note; Colonel 
J.E. Doolittle at Lake Alta celebrated the day in 
the way for which he had become celebrated. 
Several hundred people were invited to the 
grounds where they were most generously and 
hospitably entertained.  A large platform had 
been erected on the shore of the lake for dancing 
and an abundant supply of food was provided 
and drinks were available in spite of the strike. 
Everything was provided with a lavish hand.  
The dance was free, in fact everything was free, 
as well as, two coaches were provided to run to 
and from Dutch Flat for the guests.  

We find ourselves again in a time 
where our July 4th celebrations 
may have to be cut back.

By Sarah Fugate
After 6 years as Editor, Marybeth Blackinton 

has resigned and I have taken her place. We have 
also adopted a new format for the newspaper.

 I am honored to take the helm of this 
publication. We have many talented volunteer 
contributors and I look forward to hearing from, 
and working with, more contributors from our 
community.

Let me know what you think. What types 
of articles would you like to see included? I 
hope to make this newspaper a representation 
of our diverse population. Contact me at dfcc.
newspaper@gmail.com. I look forward to 
hearing from you.

Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) is the 
primary water resource agency for Placer Coun-
ty, California, with a broad range of responsibil-
ities including water resource planning and man-
agement, retail and wholesale supply of drinking 
water and irrigation water, and production of hy-
droelectric energy.
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CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

Ongoing Events - Some are currently 
cancelled, due to pandemic.

The Attic: Thursdays, 11 am - 2 pm.

Bingo: 1st Fridays, 7:00 pm. Alta Community 
Center. Proceeds benefit the Alta Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Dutch Flat Community Center Board of 
Directors Meeting: 2nd Mondays, 6:00 pm. 
Location varies. Contact Bob Kims, 530-389-
8684.

Dutch Flat Community Center Potluck: 
3rd Thursdays. Sept. - June, 6:00 pm. Dutch Flat 
Community Center, 933 Stockton St. Bring a 
place setting and a dish to share.

Dutch Flat United Methodist Church 
Pancake Breakfast: 2nd Saturdays, 8:00 am 
-10:00 am.

Dutch Flat United Methodist Church: Sun-
days. Fellowship Dinner, 5:00 pm. Worship Ser-
vice, 6:00 pm. 

Golden Drift Historical Society Board 
Meeting: 1st Sunday of February, April, June, 
August, October and December, 3 pm. Location 
varies. Contact Sarah Fugate, 530-389-2121.

NFARA Board Meeting: 3rd Tuesdays, 
7:00 pm. Location varies. Contact Jim Ricker, 
530-389-8344.

Pioneer Union Church, Gold Run: Worship 
Service, Sundays, 10 am.

Sierra First Baptist Church, Alta: Worship 
Service, Sundays, 11 am. 33990 Alta Bonny 
Nook Rd., Alta. Contact 530-389-2168.

Sierra First Baptist Church Bible Study:  
Mondays, 8:30 am, 

Sierra First Baptist Church Community 
Lunch:  Mondays, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.  Free.

Sierra First Baptist Church Food Pantry:  
Thursdays, 10 am - 12 pm. 

Shakespeare’s famous quote may have 
just said it all:  To be or not to be.  That is the 
question.  This was Hamlet’s quintessential 
quandary.

Today we wrestle with a slightly different 
issue:  To mask or not to mask, that is the 
question? 

It lies in the air every time I go out to mix in 
stores in Auburn or Roseville.  Polite messages 
taped to doors suggest that masks be worn.  
Suggest is the key term.  Masks are not mandated 
in our county, but they are suggested.  Then there 
are other stores that don’t seem to give a whit.  
Many stores in other counties will not allow 
entrance without a mask.  And might I add that 
all the Costco junkies have to mask up or they 
don’t get in. There are even stores that will bill 
$1.00 if you don’t have a mask and hand you 
one.  Now that’s clever.  I also understand that 
there are smaller stores in the foothills where the 
landed gentry don’t wear them so proprietors 
are pressured to lean with the pack.  It’s a sticky 
wicket all around.

We are in the middle of an old fashioned rope 
pull game.  The young want to be young, the old 
want to be protected.  Those in between are a bit 
confused.  But let’s bring up one concern:  the 
comorbid and immunosuppressed. Since I’ve 
had a bout with cancer and am a 3X participant 
of pneumonia, I am considered at risk. I’m also 
in the oldie category so I behave.  I hunker down 
most of the time, but when I venture out I carry 
a mask and wear it in stores, post offices, banks 
and where folks I don’t know assemble.

Two years ago, I sat with the Ladies in 
radiation at UCSF and trust me, they were not 
wusses.  They wanted more than anything to stay 
alive.  If a person that is immunocompromised 
or has been on chemo, or has leukemia meets up 
with some maskless wonder that is asymptomatic, 
or spitting virus these folks are at immediate 
risk.  So are little kids. They are finding out that 
kids are at high risk now, for the aftermath of 
covid19. It’s called multiple organ syndrome. 

We can stare constantly at the news and drink 
the Koolaid of the latest prediction or conspiracy 
theory, or we can use common sense. 

We can really keep it quite simple.  For a few 
months, if we were careful, chances are we’d be 
out of the weeds.  But whining about summer 
barbeques and beaches is just plain selfish.  It 
takes so little to be careful. When we look back, 
and we will, I wonder if the answer will be drawn 
in puffs across the sky?  YES???? No????? Who 
cares?????

So a civil war of sorts begins with dialogues 
on N 95s, with special filters to ward off the 
strange virus called covid 19.  Then there are the 
cool mask makers: creative seamstresses or just 
plain folks trying to “protect” themselves…….
and others.  So those of us who do wear masks 
mix with those who don’t.  Frankly, the emotion 
of Am I being goofy? rises in me when all the 
“unconcerned” come in to stores without masks.  
And they aren’t all machos.  The line in the sand 
drawn by unclear and “suggested” allows for 
way too many people who don’t have an idea of 
what an infectious pandemic can do, are allowed 
to make their own decisions. It’s kind of like 
giving your five your five your old, your keys to 
the family SUV.

In a perfect scifi series on Netflix, we could 
teleport back to the 9th century, and see how they 
handled the bubonic plague: nails and boards.  

Use your imagination.  People didn’t get to 
decide on their own.  During the first Ebola 
outbreak in the Sudan, the chiefs of villages 
took charge.  They boarded up their villages and 
wouldn’t allow anyone in or out.  Hey, it worked.   
But we Americans are way too free and way too 
party going to sit still and wait a little more.  It’s 
easier to listen to the soothsayers who question 
the validity of the virus, as the counts rise.

So the cool mask ladies invented the creepy 
yet oddly sexy black mask or bandana.  Then 
there’s the fashion statement with bright colors, 
or my own cocktail party variety with stunning 
shimmers.  Ah and yes, matching mask for your 
Armani suit like the Governor wears.  Bottom 
line:  Whoever wears one is making a powerful 
statement:  I’m protecting you from me….I’m 
trying to help us all be safe. 

The debate rages on.  Safe? Now there’s more 
words up for debate.  Safe distancing, shelter in 
place?  Hunker down,  cave time, Lock down, 
lock up, or any other way you put it.  We’ve all 
had to learn a completely new language.  It’s one 
of concern, mixed with a little fear, and for all:  it 
is the great muddle through somehow.

We’ve invented cyber church, zoom cocktail 
parties, outdoor movies, drive by birthday 
parties, and graduation online.  We are a creative 
lot, we are indeed…..

So stores and restaurants closed, vacay 
rentals went swiftly away, and most important 
jobs were either created online, at home, or shut 
down. Courageous folks like our hero ABE made 
a gazillion trips to town to forage for berries, 
toilet paper and goodies. Our precious food bank 
up at Sierra Baptist in Alta kept many going 
when the paychecks stopped.

So what next?  Life must go on, but can’t 
it go on with a bit of intelligent caution?  Sure 
stores have to reopen, businesses reboot, and life 
…yes, life must go on.

But here’s a suggestion: Carrying that silly 
little mask, and some 70% alcohol for surfaces, 
including that sacred cell phone you carry night 
and day and hand washing would cut down the 
onslaught of a virus that is doing very well, thank 
you.

I’d like to say, hey it’s up to us.  We all get to 
choose.  This is an important time to get serious 
and do the least it takes to help bring down 
the numbers:  simple:  masks, distancing, and 
cleanliness.  The decision is pretty clear:  do you 
want it to go on and on and on, or do you want to 
help it go away sooner?

To mask or not to mask ….that is the 
question.

Shakespeare Nailed It

Pastor Ben at the Sierra First Baptist 
Church Food Pantry

By G.A. Lennon

This is an important time to get 
serious and do the least it takes 
to help bring down the numbers: 
masks, distancing and cleanliness.

Under new state guidance just 
released, Californians are now required 
to wear face coverings in public spaces, 
particularly  indoors or when physical 
distancing is not possible.



February 2020 the weather was fairly mild 
with spring like conditions - maybe a day or two 
of rain and snow showers. We went shopping, to 
school or work, helping our neighbors, attending 
the monthly Dutch Flat Community Center 
Potluck, meeting friends on Friday night at the 
Monte Vista and, oh those Super Bowl parties.  
It seems so long ago now.  And, by March our 
world turned upside down and almost overnight 
our lives as we have known it was put on hold.

In January 2020 a novel coronavirus, 
SARS-CoV-2 was identified as the cause of an 
outbreak of viral pneumonia in Wuhan, China.  
The disease, later named coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19) subsequently spread through-
out the world in the first three months.  After 
Covid-19 emerged, more than one million people 
were infected and over 100, 000 plus have died 
in the United States alone.  More than died in 
World War II and the 911 World Trade Center 
bombing in New York.  It is now projected the 
United States will see more than 140,000 deaths 
by August.

We are certainly living in a momentous and 
historic time.  Something this generation has 
never lived through before.  However, more than 
100 years ago there was a greater pandemic.  The 
Spanish Flu Pandemic of 1918 was the deadliest 
in history.  It is estimated that over 500 million 
people worldwide were infected, about one 
third of the world’s population.  It killed 20 to 
50 million people worldwide including some 
675,000 Americans.  Other estimates run as 
high as 100 million victims – around 3 percent 
of the World population.  The exact numbers 
are impossible to know due to a lack of medical 
record keeping in many places at the time.

The 1918 flu was first detected in Europe, 
the United States and parts of Asia before swiftly 
spreading around the world.  What made it so 
deadly was that it was highly contagious and at 
the time there were no effective drugs or vaccines 
to treat this killer strain of flu.  Citizens were 
ordered to wear masks, close schools, theaters 
and businesses.  In San Francisco citizens were 
fined $5, which was a significant sum at the time.  
If they were caught in public without masks, they 
were charged with disturbing the peace. 

The first wave of the virus in 1918 occurred 
in the spring and was generally mild with typical 
symptoms of flu such as chills, fever and fatigue; 
the sick recovering after several days and the 
number of deaths were low.  However, a second 
wave came in the fall of 1918 and was highly 
contagious.  It appeared with a vengeance.  
Victims died within hours or days of developing 
symptoms, their skin turning blue and their lungs 
filling with fluid that caused them to suffocate.

It is unknown exactly where the particular 
strain of influenza that caused the pandemic 
came from.  But, the 1918 flu, which was first 
observed in Europe, the United States and areas 
of Asia spread to almost every other part of the 
world within a few months.

What is interesting historically is that despite 
the fact that the 1918 flu wasn’t isolated to one 
place, it became known around the world as the 
Spanish flu.  Despite the name, the Spanish flu 
did not originate in Spain, though news coverage 
of it did.  Although Spain was hard hit by the 
virus it was not subject to the wartime news 
blackouts that affected other European countries 
and the United States.

During World War I Spain was a neutral 
country with a free press that covered the outbreak 
from the start, first reporting on it in Madrid in 
late May 1918.  Meanwhile, the Allied countries 
and the Central Powers had wartime censors who 
covered up the news of the flu to keep morale 
high.  Because Spanish news sources were the 
only ones reporting on the flu, many believed it 
originated there. Spain believed the virus came 
from France and called it the “French Flu.”

Scientists still don’t know for sure where the 
Spanish flu originated though there are theories 
pointing to France, China, Britain or the United 
States where the first known case was reported 
at Camp Funston in Fort Riley, Kansas March 
11, 1918.

It is believed that infected soldiers spread 
the disease to other military camps across the 
country and brought it overseas.  In March of 
1918, 84,000 American soldiers headed across 
the Atlantic and were followed by 118,000 more 
soldiers the following month.  The soldiers 
marched across Europe through tiny villages 
spreading the virus as they went.  The virus was 
also on ships that sailed to ports around the world 
spreading it very quickly.

A devastating second wave of the Spanish 
Flu hit American shores in the summer of 1918 
as returning soldiers infected with the disease 
spread it to the general population, especially in 

densely populated cities. Without a vaccine or 
approved treatment plan, it fell to local mayors 
and health officials to improvise plans to ensure 
the safety of their citizens.  With pressure to 
appear patriotic at wartime and with a censored 
media downplaying the disease’s spread, many 
tragic decisions were made.

One unusual aspect of the 1918 flu was that 
it struck down many previously healthy young 
people – a group normally resistant to this type 
of infectious disease – including a great number 
of World War I soldiers.  In fact, as horrible as 
the First World War was, more U.S. soldiers died 
from the 1918 flu than were killed in battle during 
the war.  The troops moving around the world 
in crowded ships and trains helped to spread the 
killer virus from port to port and town to town.

What is known, however, is that few locations 
were immune to the 1918 flu in America.  Victims 
ranged from residents of major cities to those of 
remote Alaskan communities. Even President 
Woodrow Wilson reportedly contracted the flu 
in early 1919 while negotiating the Treaty of 
Versailles which ended World War I.

In researching the history of our area not 
much is mentioned about the Spanish Flu.  Elders 
may simply respond that the disease was simply 
a terrible fact of life at that time.  In addition to 
the deadly flu viruses, the world has experienced 
typhoid, smallpox, diphtheria, polio and cholera.

We have been here before, but we don’t like 
to remember.  History of pandemics are little 
recorded or go unread. However, as in the past 
and still true today – it has altered our lives.

As reported in state newspapers and local 
publications provided some insight into some 
insight into an era not so different from today.  To 
begin with, the origin was reported incorrectly.  

On June 3, 1918 it was reported in the Long 
Beach Daily News a mysterious plague breaking 
out in Madrid.  There was talk of a German 
submarine spreading germs.  June 27, 1918 The 
San Francisco Examiner reported a flu epidemic 
all along the German front, while the Sacramento 
Bee reported that the illness in Germany was 
due to hunger.  By September 1918 we thought 
the sickness had worn out as cases of the virus 
settled down.  But, as World War I came to an 
end and the soldiers began to return home, the 
second wave hit and this hit home hard.

The Sacramento Bee ran a lengthy article in 
late September 1918 telling the city to “get ready 
to fight the Spanish Influenza” and that any 
outbreaks would be immediately quarantined.  
The following month Roseville closed its 
grammar schools after only 24 students showed 
up; mostly because parents were keeping their 
children home to avoid being infected.  The 
second wave of the Spanish Flu was in full 
force once again and the world was under the 
viral killer’s obstruction.  People were frenzied 
as varying reports of unlikely explanations ran 
wild.  Much like the conspiracy theories and 
“fake” news reports today.  Aspirin was said to 
be responsible for spreading the virus, another 
said that a vaccine had been discovered that 
was being prepared for immediate use in large 
quantities. And yet another article, probably 
meant to ease panic, explained that no disastrous 
spread should be expected.  It was also reported 
that the virus was just the same old influenza or 
grippe that had swept across Europe and America 
time after time for centuries. 

But reality proved to be sobering. On 

October 1, 1918 the Sacramento Bee reported 
that the death toll in the Army and Navy had 
reached 1,577 men and the Bee reported the 
next day that the Army Camps had to deal with 
14,000 new cases in one day. Also, on October 1, 
1918 the Roseville Press Tribune rang the alarm 
with “Spanish Influenza is Reported Here.”  
The article said, “A strict quarantine is to be 
maintained and all residents of the city are urged 
to use every precaution against the spread of the 
disease.  “The use of gargles and throat washes 
is particularly urged as a preventative measure.”

In response, every public gathering place, 
school, church and theater were closed.  Public 
meetings of any kind were considered off limits.  
All court proceedings were postponed.  The 
community-minded West House owners in 
Roseville enabled the Red Cross to set up a soup 
kitchen and food was delivered to the homes 
where needed.

Although the Spanish Flu surfaced in the 
spring of 1918 in the foothill and mountain 
communities, the area was relatively unaffected 
and no deaths were reported.  However, in the 
fall of 1918 a second wave arrived and it was 
virulent.  The first local cause for alarm occurred 
October 14 when a Colfax man died from the 
disease.  Then a former Grass Valley woman died 
in Alameda and doctors warned it would likely 
spread here quickly.  The Nevada City Morning 
Union immediately began a campaign of public 
awareness with a slogan as serious today as it 
was in 1918: “Cover up each cough and sneeze.  
If you don’t, you’ll spread disease.”

By late October dozens of local cases had 
been reported prompting officials in Nevada 
City and Grass Valley to take action.  All movie 
theaters were closed as well as libraries, schools, 
churches and lodges.  Nevada City imposed a 
$100 fine or 10 days in jail or both for anyone 
spotted on the street without a mask.  Soon Grass 
Valley adopted a similar emergency ordinance.

In addition, citizens were required to wear 
masks when they stepped outside their homes, 
and merchants were ordered to wear masks 
at all times.  Stores, bars and restaurants were 
instructed to close at 6 p.m. sharp and not a 
minute later.  October 23rd the Morning Union 
reported “Nevada City saloons turned out their 
joy lights and locked their doors so that there was 
really no place to go except home and nothing to 
do except go to bed.”

Despite all of this, six more cases were 
reported in Nevada City the next day and a dozen 
in Grass Valley.  The Red Cross volunteers began 
handing out gauze masks on street corners.  The 
Morning Union observed that most people wore 
them, “except for a few irresponsibles who will 
probably succumb to the plague.” Most citizens 
complied, but not all; prompting the Morning 
Union to editorially note that exceptions, “for the 
most part being those too drunk to know whether 
they were masked or not, or too mean for anyone 
to care to go to the trouble of saving.” 

 Breezy reporting, however, soon came to an 
end.  On November 1, 1918 a 35-year old Nevada 
City miner became the first person to die and 
three days later a 58-year old Gold Flat resident 
died and by November 5 county deaths stood at 
seven.  Two days later there were 15 more cases 
reported in Grass Valley and two more deaths.

On November 11, 1918 when the Armistice 
was signed inside a railroad car in France, the 
county deaths exceeded two dozen with hundreds 
more infected.  But the end of the Great War was 
cause for a public celebration no matter the risk.  
There was reporting of an impromptu victory 
parade in Nevada City (and I am sure elsewhere) 
with hundreds from Grass Valley participating.  
The Morning Union reported, “the first affair in 
history when both the marchers and onlookers 
wore masks.”

By the end of 1918 there had been more 
than 300 confirmed cases and 22 deaths in grass 
Valley with Nevada City reporting more than 
160 cases and six deaths.  Meanwhile on the 
eastern side of the county, the Truckee area had 
experienced more than 50 cases and mounting 
deaths – including their beloved Catholic priest, 
Father Michael O’Reilly.

The Morning Union reported in the fall, 
November 13, 1918 that “No New Cases of 
Influenza here, first ‘Clear Day” returning a sense 
of optimism.  It seemed that the end was in sight, 
but it wasn’t – at least, sadly, not yet.  Just when 
the local residents thought the crisis was over a 
third wave of the deadly influenza arrived and 
many more people were affected.  Fortunately, 
there was not a fourth wave.  But when the 
pandemic finally ended here in late 1919 nearly 
20% of the area’s residents had contracted the 
Spanish Flu and about 100 people had died.

When the 1918 flu hit, doctors and scientists 

The Forgotten Pandemic 
The 1918 Spanish Flu

By Michelle Hancock

If we learn anything from this 
novel coronavirus is that it will 
happen again.
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were unsure what caused it or how to treat it.  
Unlike today, there were no effective vaccines 
or antivirals, drugs that treat the flu. The first 
licensed flu vaccine appeared in America in 
the 1940’s.  By the following decade vaccine 
manufacturers could routinely produce vaccines 
that would help control and prevent future 
pandemics.

Complicating matters was the fact that World 
War I had left parts of America with a shortage 
of physicians and other healthcare workers.  And 
many other doctors and nurses succumbed to the 
flu.  Without an available medical community in 
the U.S. many more came down with the flu.

Also, hospitals in some areas were so 
overloaded with flu patients that schools, private 
homes and other buildings had to be converted to 
makeshift hospitals and some were staffed with 
medical students.

Officials in some community-imposed 
quarantines, ordered citizens to wear masks and 
shut down public places.  People were advised to 
avoid shaking hands and to stay indoors, libraries 
put a halt on lending books and regulations were 
passed banning spitting.

According to the New York Times, during 
the pandemic, the Boy Scouts in New York City 
approached people they’d seen spitting on the 
street and gave them cards that read: “You are in 
violation of the Sanitary Code.”

The flu took a heavy human toll, wiping out 
entire families and leaving countless widows 
and orphans in its wake. Funeral parlors were 
overwhelmed and bodies piled up. Many people 
had to dig graves for their own family members.  
In some places there were mass graves.

The flu was also detrimental to the economy.  
In the United States, businesses were forced to 
shut down because so many employees were 
sick.  Basic services such as mail delivery, 
garbage collection was hindered due to flu-
stricken workers.

In some places there weren’t enough farm 
workers to harvest crops.  Even state and local 
health departments closed for business, hindering 
efforts to document the spread of the 1918 flu 
and provide the public with answers about it.

By the summer of 1919, the pandemic came 
to an end, as those that were infected either died 
or developed immunity.

Almost 90 years later, in 2008, researchers 
announced they discovered what made the 1918 
flu so deadly was a group of three genes that 
enabled the virus to weaken a victim’s bronchial 
tubes and lungs clearing the way for bacterial 
pneumonia.

Since 1918 there have been several other 
influenza pandemics, although none as deadly.  
A flu pandemic from 1957 to 1958 killed around 
2 million people worldwide, including some 
70,000 people in the United States and a pandemic 
from 1968 to 1969 killed approximately 1 
million people, including some 34,000 people in 
the United States.  More than 12,000 Americans 
perished during H1N1 or “Swine Flu” pandemic 
that occurred from 2009 to 2010.

The novel coronavirus pandemic of 2020 is 
spreading around the world as countries race to 
find a vaccine for Covid-19 and citizens shelter 
in place in an attempt to avoid spreading the 
disease, which is particularly deadly because 
many carriers have no symptoms for days before 
realizing they are infected.

Each of these modern-day pandemics brings 
renewed interest in and attention to the Spanish 
Flu, or the “Forgotten Pandemic,” so named 
because its spread was overshadowed by the 
deadliness of World War I and covered up by 
news blackouts and poor record keeping.

If we learn anything at all from this novel 
coronavirus is that it will happen again.

Forgotten Pandemic continued from Page 3

At the time of this writing we are still in a 
little bit of flux regarding whether or not we will 
be able to open the pool in the near future. We 
are optimistically hoping that the pool can open 
on Friday, June 19th. Notices will be posted at the 
local stores and Post Offices. Not on Facebook.

Numerous meetings have been held with the 
Parks Department Supervisors who are actively 
advocating for us in getting permission from the 
County Health Department to open the facility in 
what is now Phase III. 

Details are being worked out and we are 
optimistic that you all will be able to enjoy 
July and August at the pool once we get over a 
few more hurdles to meet the State & County 
mandates that will ensure that once we do open 
we will be able to maintain a safe, clean facility. 

A big shout out is in order and many 
thanks due to the Stanfield family, Scott & 
Jennifer of Alta who have stepped up with 
their son and an exchange student that they 
are hosting for the summer to get certified for 
lifeguard duties this season. We are still seeking 
2 more candidates considering (unfortunately) 
that nobody else in the surrounding communities 
applied for the position in the off season.

We also really appreciated the word of 
mouth support we got for the pool clean-up day 
where much was accomplished in getting the site 
ready for opening. Many thanks also to Eric 
& Lisa Cecil who have dedicated many hours, 
recently working on new landscaping, plantings 
and improvements to the drip system making the 
facility look better than it ever has. 

Mike Martin also deserves a great big 
“Thank You” from all of us for donating his 

Dutch Flat Pool News JULY 4TH PARADE  
CANCELLED

It is with great regret that we have 
cancelled the 2020 July 4th Parade in 
Dutch Flat. This decision was made to 
follow local and state guidelines to protect 
the members of our community.

In the coming months, we hope to 
serve our comunity in ways that do not 
violate social distancing policies. However, 
at this time, a large event that puts many 
community members in close proximity is 
not a safe option.

We want to thank the community 
for your  support of our parade over the 
years and want to assure you that, barring 
unforeseen events, our annual celebration 
will be back in 2021.

Dutch Flat Community Center Board of 
Directors

By Mike Mutto
time assisting us in the design development and 
drafting of the blueprints for the new bathroom 
facility that will go into construction at the end of 
the season with the procurement of our County 
approved Proposition 68 funds for facility 
improvements.

As far as the now annual benefit Bar B Que 
that we had scheduled for July 25th is concerned 
we are discussing pushing the event out into 
the end of August in hope that the pandemic 
constraints for a gathering of this magnitude 
will relax and enable us to put this on again for 
everybody’s enjoyment. We will most likely 
need to substantially downsize the number of 
people so if and when the tickets do go on sale 
get them before they are gone. Notices will be 
posted as usual once we know just what we will 
be allowed to do. 

The Board will also hold its annual meeting 
that will be open to the public in late July or 
early August at the pool. Notices will be posted 
at the Post Offices and local stores to announce 
the date and time.

As most of you know, over the last few 
years attendance from out of district people has 

exponentially increased as the word is out that 
families can take advantage of our wonderful 
facility at no charge. We really cannot blame 
them or stop them from using a County managed 
pool, but would like to encourage and request that 
all of our local, tax assessment paying patrons 
not post any pictures or comments on any social 
media platforms regarding the pool this summer.
       Thank you!

Mike Mutto, Board President

Details are being worked out and 
we are optimistic that you all will 
be able to enjoy the pool.

We encourage and request that 
locals not post on any social media 
platforms regarding the pool. 



The Diary of Isaac Coffin
By Debby McClatchy

The Golden Drift Museum in Dutch Flat has 
a pride-of-place cabinet in the main exhibit room 
that prominently displays one of Isaac Coffin‘s 
three diaries. From December, 1862, until his 
death in 1903, Isaac recorded daily life in his 
homes in Texas Hill, and then, starting in 1864, 
in Dutch Flat. 

Isaac was a man of many trades and multiple 
interests. His diary tells us of the minutiae of 
everyday life, weather, deaths, marriages, births, 
social occasions, elections, fraternal lodge 
meetings, etc. It is incredibly helpful to our 
understanding of the historic importance of our 
region.

Isaac Coffin was born in 1832 in 
Tuftonborough, New Hampshire of a farmer/
athlete and a teacher/seamstress. His parents 
died young, and, at the age of eight, he was sent 
to an abusive uncle. Two years later, Isaac ran 
away and worked at many professions, including 
fisherman, cook, blacksmith, and shoemaker. 
These served him well later in California. 

He sailed around the Horn in 1856 at the 
age of twenty-three. He tried gold mining for 
five years, for himself and for wages. He found 
no success, usually earning less than one dollar 
a day. He writes of the daily, constant, difficult 
toil of the miner, including injury, frostbite, and 
exhaustion.  He tried panning, rockers, sluicing, 
blasting, and hydraulics, all to no avail.

Photographs of Isaac, known to his friends 
as Ike, and never without a stogie in the side of 
his mouth, show him dark haired, thin, and tall 
for the times. He was good looking in a devilish 
way with goatee and piercing gaze. He regularly 
attended Church and abstained from alcohol. 
I sometimes think, as he grew older and more 
cynical, he would have benefited from a wee drop 
of the Pure. Although, surrounded by liquor’s 
adverse effects on his friends and family, it was 
probably a very smart decision.

Isaac moved permanently to Dutch Flat in 
1864, and never left, except for lodge business, 
holidays, or family reunions. He wanted to be in 
a larger town with more social opportunities, but 
he must have blanched at the amount of alcohol 
available up and down Main Street. There were 
not only upwards of fifteen saloons, but most 
every business, from the baker to mercantile 
stores, sold spirits. In 1866 Isaac started a branch 
of the “Sons of Temperance” which disallowed 
liquor in life and admitted women. It was not 
popular.

Like many nineteenth century small town 
men, Isaac succeeded by working at a dozen 
professions. His main income, from 1865 until 
his death, came from ownership of the Dutch 
Flat Waterworks, which he bought for $1500 
borrowed from his Masonic brothers. This is 
the same company still in use in Dutch Flat. He 
also owned a photography studio, specializing 
in portraits and stereoscopic plates, he laid 
carpets, owned a print shop and the telegraph 
office, where he was also an operator, was a 
finish carpenter and an expert shoemaker, owner 
of rental properties, sponsored turkey shoots, 
loaned money, guarded reopened claims, and, as 
a volunteer, participated in amateur theatrics and 
wrote for numerous newspapers.

Isaac’s constant work on the water company 
and twenty mile walks to lodge meetings kept 

him very fit. He contemporaries write of him as 
kind and loving, good to his family, but a bit of 
a ladies man. As a stable and usually well-off 
teetotaler, he would be thought of as a “catch”, 
and in between wives he does seem to prefer 
female company. 

He was certainly loyal to his friends and 
seemed honest in business dealings. His temper 
comes out only when goaded. He brought his 
two sisters to Dutch Flat when they were ill, and 
nursed them until their deaths. He writes that 
three of his four wives were a constant pain to 
him, but we only have one side of the story!

Isaac did spend a lot of time at functions for 
the multiple fraternal organizations to which he 
belonged. Mostly concurrently he was a member 
of the Masons, the Oddfellows, the Order of 
Foresters, the Knights of Labor, the Knights of 
Pythias, the Anti-Chinese League (!), Mutual 
Friends of the Pacific, the Good Templars, the 
Chosen Friends, and the native Sons of the 
Golden West. His wives complained about the 
amount of time he spent with these. Women 
were scarce then; marriage and divorce were 
easy, and they probably had greater expectations 
of his company. However, the contacts he made 
in Dutch Flat and statewide certainly helped 
maintain his business successes.

Isaac’s first wife, Anna Starr, stayed five years, 
from 1874 to 1879. She brought two children, 
Charlie and Eva from a previous marriage; the 
latter died at thirteen in 1877. Together Isaac and 
Anna adopted the infant Willie, who lived with 
Isaac for most of his short life, which ended in 
liver failure in 1906. Early diary entries show 
Anna constantly sick. Later, small clues in his 
writings show us she was mostly inebriated. He 
tries to keep her in the Good Templars, and writes 
that he hopes she will “stay true to her pledge, 
for the children's sakes”. It escalates until she 
tries to kill them both with laudanum, luckily 
unsuccessfully.

He places a  newspaper ad; “Wanted: a piously-
inclined marriageable female housekeeper, aged 
between 16 and 60 years, of temperate habits, 
tidy in person and possessing a love for children. 
To such a woman a good home is offered, easy 
work and liberal wages paid with a prospect of 
promotion. No pinned-back beauties or natives 
of Brooklyn need apply”. It still takes three years 
for them to divorce.

Wife number two, Cynthia Frank, a poet and 
medium spiritualist, only lasted about twenty 

months, from October, 1881 to July of 1883.
Cynthia seemed to like Isaac, but not Willie, 

whom she mistreated when his dad was gone. 
A diary entry from July 1882 states, “Cynthia 
started to whip Willie; then she slapped my face 
three times with a wet napkin, so I throwed her 
down and choked her a little”. In retaliation, 
while Isaac was away on lodge business, Cynthia 
invited friends of hers from the red light district 
to use their home as a brothel. It was all downhill 
from then on.

Isaac’s was married to his third wife, Ruth 
Ella Mathews, from 1886 to her death in 1892. 
He genuinely seemed to love and cherish her, 
although she was ill most of this time. She 
had a daughter previously, then two more with 
Isaac, and a son, who died as an infant. Constant 
childbirth and complications afterwards kept her 
an invalid. Ruth Ella went to Salt Lake City for a 
cure, but died soon afterwards. 

Isaac is heartbroken and left with two 
daughters, aged four and six. The two girls, 
Gladys and Vivene, lived good lives and died 
close together at ages eighty-eight and ninety. 
One of their granddaughters, Phyllis G. Young, 
is responsible for preserving and publishing the 
diary.

Isaac writes that his fourth wife, Dora 
Richison, whom he never seemed to legally 
marry, was also very difficult; he calls her cruel 
and unloving. They stayed together, off and on, 
from 1894 to 1899, when she suddenly passed 
away from scarlet fever. 

For the next three years, Isaac maintained 
friendships with a number of women, but never 
remarried. 

Some of the most interesting entries in the 
diary are Isaac’s descriptions of social events 
in Dutch Flat. Today’s teens probably would 
wonder, without technology, what did they 
do?! As long as the population stayed large and 
supportive you had a choice of lodge meetings 
and functions, ice cream socials, China “Pow 
Wows” and festivals, turkey shoots, literary 
societies, card clubs, including whist, bridge, 
and pedro, band concerts, oyster suppers, cake 
walks, baseball (the local team was the “Hard 
Nuts”), minstrel, and then vaudeville shows, 
traveling theatrical troupes, sheet and pillowcase 

parties (togas?), necktie parties (hangings?), 
hotel suppers, humorists, circuses, some with 
menageries, carnivals, including one with a 
spotted boy, snakes, monkeys, and a dwarf lady, 
stereopticon shows, magic and legerdemain 
(sleight of hand), dances (Dutch Flat was lucky 
to have in residence two blind fiddlers, always 
available to play), dog circuses, “Hoop Ups” 
(politician speeches), “Christmas Trees” (gift 
exchanges at churches), magic lantern shows, 
skating rink parties, Poverty Balls (come in old 
clothes), Coon Parties (we have a picture of a 
ball in the Opera house where most participants 
are in blackface, popularized by the minstrel 
shows, the most prevalent commercial music of 
the nineteenth century), excursion trains, picnics, 

Isaac moved permanently to 
Dutch Flat in 1864 and never left. 
Isaac died in 1903. 

Some of the most interesting 
entries in the diary are Isaac’s 
descriptions of social events.
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SAVE  YOUR  MONEY

Don’t buy home health
equipment or supplies until you 

check the Dutch Flat Community 
Center

We will gladly loan or 
donate supplies

Wheelchairs * Walkers * Bedside supplies * 
Crutches * Canes * commodes * 

First aid and more

 contact Roxane Bertell
530-389-8431

The Diary of Isaac Coffin cont. from Page 5

panoramas, and marching drummers, to name a 
few! 

Most residents were without horses, so a 
popular Sunday pastime for Isaac and his family 
would be a walk either to Towle or the Secret 
Town trestle for a picnic. The family would 
go one way on the “cars” (the railroad), and 
walk back through Cold Spring, Gold Run, and 
Squire’s Canyon.

An important legacy of Isaac’s diary is as 
an affirmation and reflection of the chronology 
of Dutch Flat history. He missed the 1850s and 
the first half of the 1860s when Dutch Flat went 
through huge spurts of growth and commerce. 
He missed the Wagon Road and Dr. Strong and 
Judah’s birthing of the transcontinental railroad. 
But he was there for the railroad going through 
up to Alta and the discovery of the Blue Lead 
locally, leading to the mostly boom years of 
1866 through 1880. He then aptly chronicles the 
decline, in the last part of the century, where, one 
by one, businesses failed and closed, families 
left, and social opportunities dwindled. 

By 1887 all the mines in the area had closed. 
Many residents left for Mt. Shasta, Paradise, 
and Virginia City. Then the horrible winter 
of 1889-90 crushed every derelict building 
and some still inhabited. Snow piled up on 
Main Street to twenty-five feet. From then on 
agriculture takes over as the economic engine of 
Northern California. Gold mining had become 
too expensive, risky, and illegal. The lumber 
business had cut down every available local tree 
and petered out. Debris dams were built for the 
Polar Star mine in 1893 and 1897, but they were 
not successful at rejuvenating the mines.

Nestled among his recollections, Isaac gives 
us little gems of information particularly relevant 
to our area. Large homes that would sell today 
for hundreds of thousands were bought in 1867 
for $175. The fire hose carrier displayed in our 
hearse house was bought for the town by Adams 
Barrett, then Justice of the Peace. His home at the 
top of Main Street had just burned down as there 
was no way to get the hose that far.

The turkeys and capons won at Isaac’s turkey 
shoots were almost certainly from the Frost 
Family’s Poultry Farms up on Frost Hill. Those 
of us deciding whether to purchase earthquake 
insurance should know that Isaac records two; an 
.8 quake centered in Lone Pine in 1870 rattles 
shelves and did some damage locally. The 
watercress picked by Isaac still grows in our 
creeks. There were a lot more passenger trains 
then than our daily one each way now.

Isaac loved the word, “bilk”. He used it to 
describe any event or individual disappointing to 
the point of anger.

Our Chinatown burned down many times, 
mostly to arson. After a particularly large fire in 
1873 the town held an “indignation meeting” and 
decided, narrowly, to rebuild in place. The 1877 
fire, definitely arson and aggravated by high 
winds, destroyed everything but the Joss House, 
and Chinatown was moved up by the railroad 

tracks. They were allowed to stay while most 
other towns threw them out. At some times Dutch 
Flat had more Chinese businesses and residents 
than the main town, an economic incentive.

Every autumn Dutch Flat was full of smoke 
from forest fires, some which came dangerously 
close. Game was a food staple for most families. 
By the mid 1870s the area was mostly hunted out 
of everything but squirrels and quail. This only 
added to the growing recession woes.

April Fools day was a bigger deal than 
nowadays. A popular foolishness was to leave 
fake coins made out of tinfoil on the streets. Pets 
were very popular, with rat-catching cats greatly 
outnumbering dogs. Isaac’s household at one time 
contained a cat, rabbit, parrot, pig, and canaries. 
Along with snake oil and pots and pans, itinerant 
peddlers often sold small animals and birds.

The diary is full of children dying of 
communicable diseases. Ruth Ella and Isaac 
lost one son and were considered lucky. The 
Fergusons, who owned the Opera House, 
which hosted a constant stream of germs and 
contamination from down the hill, lost six of 
their twelve children. 

The Opera House was huge; two stories on 
Main Street stretching down to three stories on 
Fifth. As well as a large ballroom/saloon, there 
was an ice skating rink, an undertaker, other 
businesses, and a home for the growing family. 
Built in 1859, it dominated the town’s social life 
until it burned down in 1913.

Isaac lacked a formal education, but he read 
extensively and wrote often for publication. 
The reader can sense his expanding knowledge 
and vocabulary as the diary progresses. He was 

fond of popular entertainment, but also enjoyed 
lectures, discussions, and debates.

Throughout the 1890s Isaac’s health and 
prospects declined as his customers left town, 
often owing him money. The aging waterworks 
infrastructure was a constant hardship, and he 
sold off most of it at a loss. Troubles with his 
heart and kidneys limit his life, and he spends 
more time by the fire. His children are a great 
help and hope to him. Their Sunday walks are 
precious.

The times are modernizing. Isaac replaces 
the wooden mains on Main Street with iron and 
steel pipe. The town installs gas lighting, and 
then Alta gets electricity, spurred on by the South 
Yuba Ditch Company.

On January 22, 1903, at the age of seventy, 
Isaac Coffin died of Bright’s Disease, or kidney 
failure, peacefully at home, surrounded by family 
and friends. The Masons wrote: “An honored one 
from us has gone, A voice we loved is stilled. A 
place is vacant in our Lodge, Which cannot well 
be filled.”

Isaac, his favorite wife, Ruth Ella, his 
two sisters, an infant son, and his young step-
daughter, Eva, are buried in the Coffin plot in the 
upper fraternal graveyard. A twin cedar tree is 
just behind the plot, which is easily found in the 
top left portion of the Masonic cemetery at FAM-
13. There is a large modern marker. Go say Hello 
and Thank-You. Also read the diary; it will be as 
if you were THERE.

An important legacy of Isaac’s 
diary is an affirmation and 
reflection of the chronology of 
Dutch Flat history. 

Isaac lacked a formal education, 
but read extensively and wrote 
often for publication. 

The snow and ice have melted, the May hail 
storm has passed and we enter June with rising 
temperatures drying out the landscape. Our 
community was bombarded by a severe storm 
mid-March that broke tree tops, felled large 
cedars and oaks and cast branches on homes and 
property. For some long-time residents, it was 
one of the worst storms they have experienced 
for this area. Unfortunately, all this extra debris 
results in additional fire fuel as the temperatures 
rise. 

The California Public Resource Code 
4291 details specific requirements of property 
owners to provide defensible space around 
any and all structures on the property. Over 
90% of all structures that catch fire and do not 
have defensible space will be destroyed. Fire 
fighters are able to save 80% of structures that 
have defensible space and catch fire (Source: 
CALFIRE DINS data). Firefighters have limited 
resources and will apply those resources to the 
structures that have a greater chance of being 
saved. “Defensible space is the key to fire 
fighters being able to defend a structure even 
if it catches fire. Fire fighters will not engage a 
structure that has no clearance and has caught 
fire.” confirmed Brian Eagan, Battalion Chief 
CAL FIRE Nevada/Yuba/Placer Unit. Providing 
defensible space and hardening a home will 
increase the chance your home can be saved in 
the event of fire. The requirements of PRC 4291 
include creating and maintaining 100 feet of 
clearance of all hazardous vegetation from all 
perimeters of any structures or to the property 
line. Area within 30 feet of the home or structure 
require removal of dead and dying wood and 
other combustible material. This includes pine 
needles and leaf debris that accumulates on the 
roof, in gutters and under decks. Branches that 
are within 10 feet of a chimney or stove pipe also 
need to be removed or trimmed.

The National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) provides homeowners, contractors and 
communities educational resources on topics 
such as fire prevention, building codes, and 
certification programs. Their Firewise USA® 
program encourages neighbors to work together 
to provide a defensible neighborhood. A handful 
of residents in Alta started this process last 
fall which resulted in becoming a nationally 
recognized Firewise USA® community for the 
area served by the Alta Fire Protection District. 
The Frost Hill area of Dutch Flat and Kearsarge 
Mill Road Association are the other nationally 
recognized Firewise USA® communities in our 
area. The Alpine Meadows HOA, Secret Town, 
Culbertson Grade HOA, Gold Run, Casa Loma 
and Martel Drive have started the process of 
becoming a Firewise USA® community. Block 
captains and volunteers are needed for these areas 
to help convey the messaging down to the street 
level. If you live in one of these areas and would 
like to assist in completing and maintaining the 
Firewise USA® certification, or to begin the 
process for your neighborhood, please reach out 
to the Placer Firewise Communities coordinator 
(contact info follows at the end of this article). 

With the West Lake area of Granite Bay/
Loomis recently becoming a recognized 
Firewise Community, Placer County now has 
the largest Firewise USA® Community network 
in California. A team from Placer County 
Public Works have been doing a great job going 
through the areas impacted by the storm to clear 
up fire fuels alongside the road and trimming 
dead branches. “Wildfire safety not only is a 
priority among regional partners, but it takes a 
collaborative and continuous effort from local 
residents and neighbors.” asserted Placer County 
Office of Emergency Services Assistant Director 
Holly Powers.  

There are five Fire Safe Councils in Placer 
County. They include the areas of Foresthill/Iowa 
Hill, Greater Auburn, Greater Lincoln, North 
Auburn/Ophir and Placer Sierra. The Placer 
Sierra Fire Safe Council (PSFSC) represents the 
communities from Emigrant Gap to Meadow 
Vista with each council member representing 
specific areas where they either reside or own a 
business. The PSFSC received a grant earlier this 
year from the California Fire Foundation which 
is being used to help promote fire safety and 
education of creating and maintaining defensible 
space. A large postcard was sent out to over 8500 
homes within the service area of the PSFSC with 
resources for fire safety including reducing and 
eliminating sources of combustion.

You are encouraged to learn more and get 
involved by attending the meetings of the PSFSC. 
PSFSC meetings are held on the 4th Thursday 
of every month at Colfax City Hall at 6pm. It 
is recommended to check the Facebook page as 

FIRE WATCH
By Lauraine Bacon



Dutch Flat Community Center
933 Stockton Street, 

P. O. Box 14
Dutch Flat CA 95714

Membership form

 Name________________________________________________________________

 Address ______________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 City __________________________________ State _________ Zip ______________

 Phone ________________________________________________________(optional)

 E-mail________________________________________________________________

  (optional - We’ll send you updates on events, activities and volunteer requests)

 Donation amount: $ ________

 Check __________  Credit Card __________________________ exp date ________

    Billing zip code _____________  3-digit CID __________

 

PLEASE MAIL YOUR DONATION TO THE DUTCH FLAT COMMUNITY CENTER,  
P. O. BOX 14, DUTCH FLAT CA 95714

The Dutch Flat Community Center is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization and 
all donations are tax deductible (TIN 68-0484699).

City Hall is temporarily closed to the public due 
to the Coronavirus. Meetings will be broadcast 
live on the council’s Facebook page. 

Thank you for doing your part for keeping 
our community safe! We’re in this together!

Resources:
Placer Sierra Fire Safe Council – Follow 

us on Twitter @PlacerSierraFSC and Facebook 
@placersierrafiresafecouncil. Contact us at 
placersierrafiresafecouncil@gmail.com

Firewise USA® – visit firewise.org and 
reach out to our local contact Luana Dowling, 
Placer Firewise Communities Coordinator at 
530-277-3753 

Placer RCD Chipper Program – 530-390-
6680 or email chipper@placerrcd.org

Creating & Maintaining Defensible Space – 
ReadyforWildfire.org

CAL FIRE / PCFD ALTA Station 33 – call 
to schedule a defensible space inspection of your 
home 530-389-2234

FIRE WATCH continued from Page 6

Golden Drift 
Historical Society 

News
By Sarah Fugate

As promised, the Walking Tour of Dutch 
Flat brochure is complete and available for free 
at the Golden Drift Museum and at Abe’s Dutch 
Flat Trading Post. The Walking Tour includes 28 
sites of historical interest, located in Dutch Flat, 
many historical pictures, and a map. The walk 
is easy, and the information is fascinating. Visit 
Dutch Flat, get some exercise, and learn about 
our rich history.

The Golden Drift Museum is not yet open 
for regular visitors, due to the pandemic. As 
always, the Museum can be opened by request, 
by calling 530-889-6500. There is hope that we 
may open for regular business hours later this 
summer, but no firm date has been chosen.

Placer County Museums Division is currently 
building a new Chinese pioneer exhibit for the 
Golden Drift Museum. The plan is to install the 
exhibit sometime this year. It will better highlight 
and describe the artifacts that we have had on 
display in the Museum. Placer County has also 
installed a new roof on the Museum.

Five more historical signs will be produced 
and installed this year. The Alan Towle House 
and fraternal organizations buildings on Main 
Street will each get a sign. Also, Chinatown, the 
Methodist Church, and the cemetery will receive 
signs. All of the property owners have graciously 
allowed us to place the signs.

One sad note: we lost one of our own this 
week. Longtime Dutch Flat resident and Museum 
volunteer, Michael Barham, passed away after a 
long illness. He never lost his zest for life and 
will be greatly missed by our organization and 
the community as a whole.

Dutch Flat has lost a beloved longtime 
resident.  Michael Barham first came to this area 
to explore our, and his, Norwegian heritage and 
ended up loving the town and living here for 
over thirty years.

Michael was first and foremost a good 
man with a generous heart.  Then he was a 
loving family member, a helpful and thoughtful 
neighbor, a giver of his time, to the Golden Drift 
Museum and the Community Center, a hiker, a 
friend, an archaeologist who volunteered at digs 
in the southwest, and a teller of supremely bad 
jokes.  Recently he was a fighter, an EverReady 
Bunny who kept coming back, at full tilt, to 
anything trying to keep him down.  Michael 
loved ginger cats and any garden machinery, 
leaf blowers and snow removers, snippers and 
cutters, trimmers and mowers.

He will be greatly missed.  The town sends 
out their love and sympathy to his wife, Marilyn, 
and his daughter, Michelle.

REMEMBERING
Michael Barham

March 6, 1943-June 14, 2020
By Debby McClatchy

There is hope that the Museum 
may open this summer, but no 
firm date has yet been chosen. 
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As a local and highly experienced broker, 
I strive to deliver exceptional service 

for your Real Estate needs. If you are thinking 
of buying or selling property in this area 

contact me today.
` 

KRISTA VOOSEN
Broker & Owner | CA BRE #01280368

530.305.3888 
krista@snowproperty.com

Bob was someone everyone wanted to know.  
His great sense of humor and dedication were 
only two traits of his great personality.  We lost 
him suddenly and already miss the friend of so 
many local people.  He was often seen driving 
his truck accompanied by his large black dogs 
riding happily in the rear.  

Bob moved to the Dutch Flat area in 1989 
and worked with Peters Well Drilling for many 
years.  He had a great knowledge of many types 
of construction which allowed him to help folks 
needing a little extra manpower and support.   
He was also an avid boater.  With his partner, 
Melinda Chellew, they acquired a beautiful 
power boat several years ago and spent many 
happy hours cruising the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin River deltas.

Bob is survived by his children Robert 
Michael Salmoria, Lisa Michelle Salmoria-
Strisower, three grandchildren (Wyatt, Hanna 
and Logan).  No remembrance services are 
planned.

REMEMBERING
Bob Salmoria 

July 16, 1946-May 31, 2020

2020 COUNTY
OFFICE CLOSURES

Monday January 2  - New Year’s Day 
Monday January 16 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Monday February 13 - Lincoln’s Birthday 
Monday February 20 - Presidents’ Day 
Monday May 29 - Memorial Day 
Tuesday July 4 - Independence Day 
Monday September 4 - Labor Day 
Monday October 9 - Columbus Day 
Friday Nov. 10 - Veterans Day Holiday 
Thursday November 23 - Thanksgiving Day 
Friday Nov.24 - Thanksgiving Holiday 
Monday December 25 - Christmas Day


