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Dutch Flat residents Ken O'Weatherwax and DFCC
Board member, Roxane O'Bertell
enjoyed the evening in style

LOCAL IRISH AND IRISH AT
HEART
By Marybeth Blackinton
It was a great way to celebrate St.
Patrick's Day (and evening). Alta resident
and inn owner, Joanne Blohm, organized a
wonderful dinner sponsored jointly by the
Dutch Flat Community Center and the Alta
Volunteer Fire Department. Saturday, March
15, about 100 locals turned out at the Alta
Community Center for a taste of traditional
Irish fare: corned beef, cabbage, parsley red
potatoes, ginger carrots, homemade bread
and desserts. The Fire Department sold the
drinks and both organizations benefited from
the sales of raffle tickets for great prizes
including oak firewood (generously donated
by Alta resident, Rick Armstrong) and bottles
of wine (donated by Judge Newsom). Music
was provided by Moody Ridge residents,
“Live Music”.
This was the second year Joanne has
organized the dinner and hopefully we'll all
be able to enjoy another one in 2015.

Joanne O'Blohm and Jim O'Sanders
in the kitchen
Photographs by Annette Olsen

A bright sunny day
brought over three
dozen children, their
parents and grandparents to our sixth
annual EastEgg Hunt
and Lunch on April
19th at the Community Center. This was
about a fifty percent larger turnout than previous years. The yard and tennis court were
peppered with colored real eggs and plastic
prize eggs. Every child won at least one
prize or basket, including chocolate bunnies,
bubble blowers, crayon and other craft sets,
dolls, hot wheels, and kites.
After their exhaustive searching, most
participants sat down to visit with friends and
enjoy a lunch of homemade mac and cheese,
meatballs, carrots, and apple juice.
A huge thanks to the too many to
name volunteers who colored the eggs,
decorated the building, hid the eggs, found
the prizes, made and served the food, and
cleaned it all up afterwards. A big thanks also
to the Dutch Flat Community Center for providing the space and a generous budget, to
Abe at the Trading Post for storing the eggs,
and to the Attic in Alta thrift store - a great
source of bunnies, baskets, and prizes.

Member Support

Summer 2014

CANDIDATES NEEDED
FOR Honorary Mayor of
Dutch Flat
By Marybeth Blackinton!
The DFCC is sponsoring the ninth
annual election for Honorary Mayor of the
Dutch Flat parade, and is seeking candidates. The mayor will be installed just before
the Independence Day parade, on Friday
July 4th. Votes for the candidate of your
choice are $1 each, and you may vote at
several locations around town, including the
Monte Vista Inn, Dutch Flat Trading Post,
Alta Deli and Alta Store.

Previous year’s events have been a
huge success, raising over $10,000 for the
continuing restoration of our Dutch Flat Community Center. We have 3 new kitchen windows purchased with the funds.
Special thanks to last year’s candidates, Hagan Kelly, Kathy Mutto, Laura Resendez, Heidi Suter and Jeff Roland for their
creative, humorous and, yes, underhanded
campaign tactics to raise that sum of money.
Heidi Suter was the winner raising the most
money and celebrated by riding in the parade
wearing a lovely beaver-tail hat and carrying
the key to the cities.
Who will step up this year? This is a
fun fundraiser and all monies raised will be
used for much needed work on our historic
Community Center building. Remember,
in the grand old tradition of Chicago, Vote
Early and Vote Often! For more information
about the race, call project organizer Joanne
Blohm at 389-2355.
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EDITOR’s NOTES AND
COMMENTS

With this edition, Community takes on
some new ideas and columns. We are initiating a Classified Ads section that we hope
will help connect residents with places to
live, help with chores around the home and
property or selling a car or piece of equipment.
We are also initiating the publication
of exerpts from Russell Towle’s book “Dutch
Flat Chronicles”. Mr. Towle painstakingly
researched and put together articles and letters from the area newspapers written from
1849 to 1927. The book is available for purchase at the Golden Drift Museum in Dutch
Flat and online from Amazon.com.
Another new addition to the paper
will be interviews of citizens who have lived
in the area for a long time. We are hoping
to document their lives and the community before many of us came here. Shelly
Willsmore, former (and last) Dutch Flat
Postmistress, has a first-hand knowledge of
many of us from her time serving in the Alta,
Gold Run and Dutch Flat Post Offices, and
has taken on this special feature.
Dutch Flat resident and DFCC Board
Recording Secretary, Nancy Bullard along
with her husband, Ernie, are off on a sixmonth tour of a portion of the western U.S.
and Canada. They are posting their travel
notes on a blog from which we will be taking
exerpts and including in the Summer and
Fall editions.
The Community Center is actively
recruiting a young adult from the community
to act as a Youth Ambassador. One of their
roles will be to write a column in the paper
describing the many activities and interests
of our area children as well as the local

schools.Please feel free to provide input
and ideas for the paper. Our easiest contact
would be e-mail: dfcc.newspaper@gmail.
com.

Community Calendar
of Events
SPECIAL EVENTS
Sun, May 25, 8:00-11:00 AM - Odd
Fellows Hall pancake breakfast. Adults $6,
children under 12 $4. Please bring a nonperishable food item.
Sat May 31, Annual NFARA
Spring Thing, Doors open at 6:30 PM,
Presentation at 7:00 PM - Dutch Flat
Community Center, 933 Stockton Street.
Sun-Thurs, June 22 - 26 - Vacation
Bible School, Sierra First Baptist Church.
Call 389-2168 for further information.
Fri, July 4, 10:30 AM - 166th annual
parade, salad luncheon and food vendors,
merchandise, games following the parade.
Contact any DFCC Board member for more
information about parade entries or vendor
booths.
Sunday, July 6, 8:00 - 11:00 AM
Odd Fellows Hall pancake breakfast.
Adults $6, children under 12 $4. Please
bring a non-perishable food item.
Monday, Sept 1, 8:00-11:00 AM
Odd Fellows Hall pancake breakfast.
Adults $6, children under 12 $4. Please
bring a non-perishable food item.
ONGOING EVENTS
Historical Society Board Meeting
Golden Drift Museum 1st Mondays
- . Contact Doug Ferrier (530-3892617 or dferrier@foothill.net)
Bingo, Alta Community Center, 1st
Fridays, 7:00 PM - proceeds benefit the Alta
Volunteer Fire Department.
DFCC Board of Directors meeting 2nd
Mondays, 6:00 PM - , Community Center
(933 Stockton Street) or contact President
Tom McDonnell (530-887-8295 or tjm@themcdonellfirm.com)
Dutch Flat Methodist Episcopal
Church 2nd Saturdays, 8:00 AM -10:00 AMpancake breakfast
Alta Flea Market 2nd Saturdays, 9:00
AM - 3:00 PM - Alta Market/Alta Deli parking
lot
Dutch Flat Community potluck 3rd
Thursdays. Sept. - June, 6:00 PM - . Dutch
Flat Community Center, 933 Stockton St.
Bring a place setting and a dish to share
NFARA board meeting 3rd Tuesdays,
7:00 PM - , locations vary. For more, call Jim
Ricker, 530-389-8344
Alta Attic - Thursdays 10:00 - 1:00
Sierra First Baptist Church, Alta Sun-
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days, 11:00 AM - , worship service
Pioneer Union Church, Gold Run Sundays, 10:00 AM - , Sunday Service
Sierra First Baptist Church Mondays,
8:30 a.m., , 33990 Alta Bonny Nook Rd., Alta.
Bible study, For more, call 530.389.2168
Sierra First Baptist Church Mondays,
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., free community
lunch. Sierra First Baptist Church, 33990
Alta Bonny Nook Rd., Alta. For more, call
530-389-2168
Dutch Flat United Methodist Church
Sundays Fellowship Dinner, 5:00 PM and
Worship Service, 6:00 PM 2014 COUNTY AND STATE OFFICE
CLOSURES
Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day
Friday, July 4 - Independence Day
Monday, September 1 - Labor Day
Monday, October 13 - Columbus Day (County
only, State offices open)
Tuesday, November 11 - Veterans Day Thursday, November 27 - Thanksgiving Day
Friday, Nov 28 - Thanksgiving Holiday
Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day

President’s column
By Tom McDonnell
Summer doesn't seem to really be
here until you've had that first jump into
the balmy waters of the Dutch Flat pool. It
seems hard to believe
another school year
has passed so quickly
(though my kids may
beg to differ) and it's
that time again.
At the DFCC,
this time of year means
getting ready for the
4th of July. Even with
our community's 150-plus years of practice
putting this on, making sure all the moving
parts come together keeps the Board's attention. Every year things get tweaked a little
to see what seems to work and what doesn't
and this year is no different. This year we'd
like to bring back some of the games and
contests, like 3-legged sack races and a
tug of war, that we used to have. We won't
be having the great music being played on
the tennis court that we've so enjoyed the
past couple of years because, with those
many cedar trees gone, there won't be much
shade on the court until we get some new
trees planted.
With much help, we are chipping
away at the many projects we have in the
works and here's where we are with those:

New Windows - The custom built
windows for the kitchen are waiting for a coat
of paint and will be framed in as soon as
we're sure the weather will hold. This project
involves removing several sections of siding
along the back of the building and until that's
removed it's hard to know the condition of the
support structures. Our fingers are crossed.
Tennis Court - Holes for the new
fence poles should be dug by now around
the perimeter of the court. Because the
depression-era stone walls surrounding most
of the court were deemed by the County to
be incapable of supporting the new fence,
the new fence poles will run along the inside
of the wall. The chicken wire will be replaced
with chain link. The surface of the tennis court
needs some work and we are figuring out
what options we have to get that in useable
shape.
Playground - The playground equipment has arrived and work has started to
prepare the 30'x30' pad where it will go. The
area will have a drainage system and a concrete border around it.
Many hands will be needed when it's
time to start putting the playground together
(think really really big Ikea project).
Walkway - This project will start after
the playground is completed. The finished
height of the playground will determine the
height and other logistics of the walkway, so
we must complete the installation of the new
playground before we can break ground on
the new walkway.
Membership in the DFCC is up compared to last year by about 10% and dues/
donations are up by about 15%. The monthly
potlucks have been well-attended.
On behalf of the Board, thanks for your
support and generosity.

DUTCH FLAT CHRONICLES
November 8, 1856
PLACER POPULATION
The population of the county is gradually on the increase. The official returns of
the late election show the number of voters
to be 5,896 – being an increase of 456 during
the past year. The estimated population of
the county is – whites, male 12, 540; female
1,860. Negroes male and female 400, Chinamen 3500, Indians male and female 125.
Total population, including all classes 18,245.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
January 14, 2014
I served as editor of Community (with
immeasurable help from Toni Fonseca) from
2000 to 2004. Hence, there is a special
place in my heart for Community. I liked to
say the paper had “the best writing west of
the New Yorker”.
Community was rewarding in many
ways. It was also an outlet for creative juices.
But, I soon learned, the job also entailed a
lot of work. There were stories to write and
stories to solicit and then the tiny re-writes
and edits that are what makes the paper
perfect.
For the past several years,
Community has been edited by Susan
Prince, who is ending her tenure. Susan
improved the paper in every imaginable way.
The layout was better. The use of color was
better. The appearance of stories with truly
local interest was better.
Like the Boy Scouts who leave
their campsite, Susan Prince is leaving
Community better than she found it. It has
been a ton of work.
So THANK YOU, SUSAN!
Sincerely,
Rick Sims
Generous Effort
Debby McClatchy, local resident,
active local volunteer and member of the
Golden Drift Historical Society Board, recently
surveyed the Dutch Flat public cemetery to
locate graves and identify as many of those
buried as she could.
Over months, Debby used tools –
ropes, stakes, and a looooonnnnnggg tape
measure, to divide the cemetery into a grid.
Then she walked each grid, carefully identifying each grave on a sketch, along with
names and other pertinent details from headstones or grave markers. Then she combined each grid into a complete map of the
cemetery, with the additional information in
a binder. These tools are now located in the
Golden Drift Museum.
Museum visitors often visit Dutch
Flat and museum in search of the graves of
ancestors or friends. Now they can use the
new map to simplify that search process,
identifying the likely gravesite before visiting
the cemetery.
Many thanks, Debby, for this time-consuming and detailed effort to make the past
more accessible to all of us.
Susan Prince
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GOLDEN DRIFT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
By Doug Ferrier, President
The Golden Drift Museum will be
opening up for the season on Saturday, May
24, 2014 at noon. As in prior years, we will
be open on Wednesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays, noon until 4:00 PM. The Museum
will also be open on Memorial Day, Fourth of
July and Labor Day, with standard hours.
We haven’t changed any of our
exhibits for this season, but rather have
put effort into getting the back porch steps
repainted, the old Museum sign that used
to hang underneath the front rafters redone
and modernized, and will eventually get the
carpet in the gallery section replaced with
new carpet.
Debbie McClatchy mapped and
inventoried the old Public Cemetery here

in Dutch Flat, and we now have an
8.5” x 11” map to assist people whose
ancestors are buried there to find their
graves. A combination of Bill Hugh’s
original inventory/mapping, Phyllis Young’s
computerized record keeping and Debbie’s
new mapping help to give us a better
finding aid.
I have added some pages to the folio
display at the front of the museum, covering
Robert Fowler’s 1912 airplane crash at
Lake Alta. I hope to add some additional
pages on the Madona #2 fire (it burned
from Alta to Gold Run) and the rescue of
the train passengers from the City of San
Francisco train that was snowbound up by
Yuba Gap.
The County is considering moving
the Gold Country Museum at the Auburn
Fairgrounds and have asked us if we would
be interested in bringing the large safe
door in front of the current building that
says “Towle Brothers Company Dutch Flat,
California”. It would need to be outside and
protected from most precipitation. Seeing
as how the old Towle Brothers Company
office was just east of our Museum, it would
be entirely appropriate to have it up here.
The Historical Society and the
Community Center are also currently
discussing how to best protect the town’s
hearse and under what ownership.

Something will probably be decided this year
on the issue.
Placer County Museum Division will
have their annual Heritage Trails weekend
this August 2 & 3. For us, that means the
Museum will be open 10 AM to 4 PM both
days and a bus sponsored by the Museum
Division will stop and use our grounds as
their lunch stop on Saturday. On the 2nd,
the Dutch Flat Trading Post will be selling
hamburgers, chips and a drink on that
Saturday, as well as this May 24, when we
open for the season.
Throughout the season, we will have
plenty of Art Sommers’ book “Dutch Flat
Country” that contains a large number of
historical pictures of Gold Run, Dutch Flat,
Alta, Towle, Baxter and Drum. Since its
publication in October of last year, we have
sold over 120 copies, mainly through Abe at
the Trading Post. Now we will be open to sell
it as well.

Our Brothers' Keepers
by GERI LENNON, Madam Truefire
Up here in the hills, most folks fancy
themselves either moderate recluses or
simply aiming to keep to themselves. Nosey
is not a preferred term, though enough of it
goes on at the local watering hole and deli.
There is a time, however, when we need to
be our brothers' keepers. AND, we need to
be proactive. It is fire season. Fire season
has definitely come early due to lack of
enough snow and water. If you watch the
news, it has already impacted Southern California. We are also going to be
in a tricky situation sooner rather than later.
So here's the deal: I formally give
everyone permission to be on neighborhood
watch regarding land care, removal of dead
leaves, and all that make fires so powerfully
ongoing when they begin.
I pay one heck of a premium for
house insurance and I know most of you
do as well. The folks that live in the city and
only habitate their cottages here in summer
still have a responsibility to clear the land for
fire prevention.
Take pictures, talk to one another and
help one another. Its called community outreach. We all know one thing: and its scarey:
If fire comes, it will take a lot to keep it from
decimating two communities: Alta and Dutch
Flat. It's time we work together to get ready
and be safe. That does NOT mean saying,
its none of MY business. It IS. It's ALL of our
business. OK, I'll jump off my high horse,
but don't expect me to stay silent when I see
infractions. CDF aside, we all need to be our
brothers keeps on this issue.
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READY OR NOT, HERE IT
COMES!
By Marybeth Blackinton
Dutch Flat’s 163rd annual July 4th
celebration is just around the corner for the
planners and volunteers working with the
Dutch Flat Community Center. We would like
to remind everyone of a few things.
The pre-parade ceremonies will begin
Friday, July 4th, at 10:30 AM in front of the
Community Center at 933 Stockton Street.
If you are planning to enter the parade,
please be in line by 10:00. The ceremonies
include a fly-over by World War II vintage
airplanes, ringing the school bell, raising the
flag, Pledge of Allegiance, National anthem
performance, announcement of the 2014
parade Grand Marshall and winner of the
Honorary Mayoral campaign. We are going
to try and have a public address system and
announcer in front of the Dutch Flat Hotel as
well as on the steps of the Methodist Church.
The parade should start by about
11:00. As with every previous year, we need
to remind folks (and their children) about
using extreme caution when spraying water
on parade participants. There are two NoWater Zones: the first one is both sides of
Stockton Street along the entire length of
the Community Center property (marked
by the white picket fence). The second NoWater Zone is along both sides of the
street in front of the hotel. We also ask that
you do not use water on parade entrants
who obviously have no water, such as the
Girl Scouts float. Obviously, no water is to be
used on the military honor guard, the bagpipe
player(s), the Grand Marshall and Mayor’s
car, classic cars or convertibles. We realize
the water has become a tradition for many
who watch the parade go by but discretion
and common sense need to be stressed.
Again, if the parade entry has no water, do
not throw water balloons or shoot hoses at
that entry.
Following the parade will be the
annual Salad Luncheon at the Community
Center. It will start about 12:00. Numerous
delicious salads, breads, and desserts are
donated by members of the community. If you

live in the area, you may be receiving a call
asking for a donation. If you are interested in
donating, contact Marge Caudle, 530-3898414. There will also be food vendors set
up outside: hamburgers, hot dogs, sodas,
strawberry shortcake, kettle korn and more.
If you would like to sell food or merchandise
on Community Center grounds, please
contact Board President, Tom McDonnell,
at 389-2313. A 10’ x 10’ “easy up” will be
charged $25.
There will be games for the kids but
due to insurance restrictions, there will be
no dunk tank this year. We will be having
gunny sack races, egg toss, three-legged
races, penny toss and more. Please contact
Board Secretary Shana Brown, 389-2153 if
you would like to volunteer to help with the
games. The Grand Marshall will be handing
out ice cream to kids of all ages.
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and beginning the work of turning the DFCC
into a veritable department store of used
items. As the sale date nears, item prices are
decided, the Silent Auction is selected and
arranged, and the Café menu is finalized.
At this point, you are hopefully
either excited to volunteer for this event or
you are excited to shop it! Either way, we
welcome you. If you are looking for ways
to become involved with the sale, there are
many. First, consider volunteering to help
set-up before the sale, work the day of the
event, or help us Box-It-Up afterwards.
There are hours and hours spent unpacking,
cleaning, and arranging all items, beginning
the middle of July. You can contact me
at 389-2153/368-6506 to find out more
information about volunteering. We are
having a planning meeting on Thursday,
July 24 at 10 am at the DFCC to discuss
final details and all interested folks are

START YOUR SPRING
CLEANING NOW FOR
THE ANNUAL WHITE
ELEPHANT SALE
By Shana Brown
A White Elephant is a colorful and
descriptive idiom that describes an item
no longer wanted. It also describes one of
the biggest fundraisers for the Dutch Flat
Community Center! According to the popculture website, Wikipedia, the term White
Elephant derives “from tales that associate
a white elephant with the birth of the
Buddha, as his mother was reputed to have
dreamed of a white elephant presenting
her with a lotus flower, a common symbol
of wisdom and purity, on the eve of giving
birth. Because the animals were considered
sacred and laws protected them from labor,
receiving a gift of a white elephant from a
monarch was simultaneously a blessing
and a curse. It was a blessing because
the animal was sacred and a sign of the
monarch’s favour, and a curse because the
recipient now had an expensive-to-maintain
animal he could not give away and could not
put to much practical use.”
Luckily for our community, the annual
White Elephant Sale, traditionally held on
Labor Day weekend, has a very practical
use. Indeed, under the untiring leadership
of outgoing chairperson Laura Resendez,
the event has become one of the major
fundraisers for the Dutch Flat Community
Center’s building maintenance fund. Last
year, the sale brought in $13,000! A team
of volunteers begins work soon after the
4th of July festivities, bringing up a yearsworth of donations from basement storage

welcome and encouraged to attend. The
White Elephant Sale runs from 9 am until
2 pm on Saturday, August 30 and from 10
am until 1 pm on Sunday, August 31. We
need volunteers to help customers, package
purchases, work the café, and load cars.
Again, any and all interested parties are
welcome. New this year, we are having a
Box-It-Up Day on Saturday, September 13
at 9am to clean everything up and return the
DFCC to its normal state.
If you do not have time or inclination
to volunteer at the sale, consider making a
donation of gently used items which can be
sold. When setting items aside for donation,
please remember that we can always use
tools in good condition but, please, no
mattresses, pillows, sofas or electronics.
We take donations all year long and have
plenty of room to store whatever you are
willing and able to give to us. Your donations
are tax-deductible and we will happily
provide you with a receipt. You can call
Shana (389-2153/368-6506) or Laura (3898840) to arrange a donation drop off. We
also have Wednesdays and Saturdays,
July 26 through August 27 from 9:00 AM
until noon designated as donation dropoff
WES Continued on Page 7
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Escape Route II
Adventures in our Casita
By Nancy Bullard
This blog is about the Summer 2014 adventures of Dutch Flat residents, Nancy and
Ernie Bullard who are traveling around the
western US and Canada in their new Casita
trailer. These are exerpts taken from their
blog, “espaceroute2.blogspot.com”.
Wednesday, April 9, 2014
On The Road; Finally!
Well, we're on our way and the truck
is absolutely "stuffed" with everything we
could possibly ever need or want (and
more) for our trip. It's absolutely ridiculous
and we actually "tried" to keep it down to a
sane amount. Time will tell and I'm certain
that we will be gifting items as we progress
with our travels.
We headed around Tahoe, down the
eastern Sierras, spent a night in Lone Pine,
waved goodbye to the snowy peaks and
then spent two warm 90-plus degree days
in Palm Desert with our wonderful sister
(in-law’s) family. The heat was a bit of a
shock, but a blessing and we felt like lizards
soaking up the warmth. We were even able
to make a quick visit to Joshua tree with its
rounded rocky outcroppings, Joshua trees,
and blooming Ocotillo and Mojave Yucca.
trees and blooming Ocotillo and Mojave
Yucca.
We’ve now arrived in the red rock
country of Arizona - starting with Sedona
where we are staying at a lovely Airbnb
home with a view of the surrounding bluffs
and red-orange rock out every window.
Today’s agenda - a nice long hike - finally!

Saturday, April 12, 2014
Rollin, Rollin, Rollin....
It’s late afternoon on Friday and, as
the wind is whipping up a dust storm outside, we’re relaxing in our cozy little Airbnb
bungalow in southeastern New Mexico in
a tiny town called San Miguel just south of
Las Cruces, New Mexico. The bungalow is
a charming rock cottage, (next to the main
home - an old adobe) which the owner has
remodeled and decorated with antiques
and charming collectibles; she stocked
it full of treats, books, movies and every
creature-comfort imaginable. Without a
trailer, Airbnb is definitely the way to travel
- we’re convinced!
Earlier this week, we were able to
spend two lovely days in Sedona - the first
day we hiked along Oak Creek Canyon,
relaxed, listened to the rushing stream,
and then we walked to uptown Sedona
to explore the galleries and shops (7
miles total for the day). The art on display
throughout the town is spectacular! The
second day there, we stretched our legs
and hiked up the Munz Wagon Trail (5
miles round trip) to the top of the canyon
and ate our picnic lunch while viewing the
red rock pinnacles and canyon walls. We
both agreed it was a great hike and it provided us the exercise and natural beauty
we so badly craved. The weather was fairly
hot (85 degrees), but not too hot to get out
and explore.
Earlier this week, we were able to
spend two lovely days in Sedona - the first
day we hiked along Oak Creek Canyon,
relaxed, listened to the rushing stream,
and then we walked to uptown Sedona
to explore the galleries and shops (7
miles total for the day) is spectacular! The
second day there, we stretched our legs
and hiked up the Munz Wagon Trail (5
miles round trip) to the top of the canyon
and ate our picnic lunch while viewing the
red rock pinnacles and canyon walls. We
both agreed it was a great hike and it provided us the exercise and natural beauty
we so badly craved. The weather was fairly
hot (85 degrees), but not too hot to get out
and explore.
In Sedona, we ended up eating
our dinners at the Wildflower restaurant
in uptown and we recommend it highly to
visitors, since they serve natural/organic
meals and the food is quite reasonable
(under $10 per person) - not to mention the
wonderful view of the red cliffs from their
patio at dusk.
Here are some of our brief
impressions:

Sedona is rich in natural beauty, art, nice
restaurants, interesting hikes, and friendly
people. It also offers numerous “mystical” therapies for those so inclined. But we
were saddened by the fact that the National
Forest Service and Arizona State Park Service have been unable to fully protect the
area from population encroachment - the
hills are filled with new homes, and pink and
yellow Jeeps race madly up and down the
dirt roads throughout the area (the result
- lots of noise and dust). This buildup and
frenetic activity is clearly great for some, but
for us, we are very thankful that many other
areas of similar natural beauty have been
better protected.
Mesilla - built in the 1800’s, the town
retains much of its original character and
charm. The people are very friendly and the
shops interesting with a variety of native
American and Mexican collectibles. The restaurant food, however, (from our standards)
was fairly bland and uninteresting. But, it’s
a simple place and for that reason we really
liked it.
		
Sunday, April 13, 2014
Driving Friendly - the Texas Way...
We drove for 10 hours today from
San Miguel to Austin and, unfortunately,
we weren’t able to fit in any sight-seeing
or photos. But as we became bored, we
started reading signs and we had fun
observing that:
Hwy 10 was a great road for covering
a substantial distance and the speed limit
was 80 mph. Even the fully loaded big rigs
were passing us with ease. These roads are
well-engineered!
Gas is inexpensive here - $3.25 per
gallon in some locales. But, of course, it
should be cheap here; it’s Texas!
West Texas appears to still be suffering from a multiple-year drought. The grass
remains golden and the creeks and rivers
are dry or quite swampy. A church signboard
in the small town of Harper read “Pray for
Rain.” One person told us that this is the
fourth year of sustained drought. Only when
we reached the Austin area, did the grass
turn green.
An anti-litter sign read: “Don’t mess
with Texas; or up to a $2000 fine” - and we
believe it!
Miscellaneous business and State
signs of note: Dripping Ink Tattoo (in Dripping Spring), Deer Processing, Frog Pond
Office Park, Six Shooter Wine Cellars, “Designate a driver, or meet ours” (THP), “Report
Wildlife Violators” (does that mean wild,
crazy animals?), “Drive Friendly...the Texas
Way,” and (in the wine country) Tuscany
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in Texas. All were observed in and around
Fredericksburg, TX.
In Fredericksburg, some of the businesses and street signs are actually in
German (Deutsch), since the town was originally settled by Germans. It’s interesting to
see Strasse instead of St.
Many of the family homes and businesses throughout western TX are decorated with metal Lone Stars, cutouts of
Texas, and Texas state flags. Hmmm - in
California we’ll see a bear or two on a fencepost, but it’s not typically there to celebrate
being a Californian, unless it’s representing
our Cal Golden Bears.
Along the roadsides, the wild flowers
here are in bloom with the famous Texas
Blue Bonnets, yellow daisies and unidentified red and orange flowers - the impression
- a rainbow of color on the median strips It
must be gorgeous here in the spring, when
they do get their normal rainfall!
Tonight, we’re staying in a cute little
Airbnb home in northern Austin, which is
decorated in Central and South American
folk art. It’s festive and fun to relax here in
this nice room. Tomorrow our goal is Corsicana, TX, near where (in Rice) we will pick
up the trailer. We’re very excited!.
Look for future travel impressions from
Nancy and Ernie in coming editions of the
paper.

TAX TOPICS
By Greg Herrick
Well, I imagine most of you have
completed the annual task of filing your tax
returns or at least filing an extension request
so you can finish the task by October 15th.
I recommend you do not put completion off
until October. Why? If you do the ground
work now, you will have time to locate or
obtain the information you need before the
deadline. Waiting until the last few weeks
or days may not allow you to locate all the
documents or other proof of your basis
(cost) of items which means you may pay
more tax than necessary. Estimates or your
“best guess” do not necessarily stand up
during an audit and you could be liable for
added taxes and penalties.
Both Ways and Means committees
of congress have passed extender bills
for 50 plus tax items that expired in by the
end of 2013. The problem is the extender
bills are not mirror images of the other. The
House of Representatives and the Senate
committees will have to have a joint meet-

ing to reconcile the two versions and then
pass the reconciled bill on to the floor of each
chamber for votes on passage. Seeing how
this is an election year that probably means
nothing will be final until after the November
elections. So we can look for another year of
the IRS scrambling to get correct forms and
instructions sometime in January or February
of 2015. Wouldn’t it be nice if the Congress
was forward thinking enough to pass these
bills before the laws expired?
One of the questions most tax preparers get asked is how long should tax documents be kept. Unfortunately there is only
an ambiguous answer to the question – it
depends! It depends on what tax documents
you are referring. If you have purchased a
home or other real estate you should keep
the final escrow documents or other related
documents until you have completely disposed of the property or related property in
the case of a 1031 trade. That includes any
final escrow (now usually a Final HUD-1
schedule) you received for any refinancing of
the property. The reason is there are certain
costs on the statement which are not deductible in the year of the transaction but add to
the basis of the property which you will need
when you dispose of the property. Thus if
you trade the property and trade the second
property and sell the third property 40 years
after buying the first one, your basis may not
be the original cost less any depreciation but
some other (read higher) number. If you have
not tracked your costs properly, you may pay
more taxes than you need to. The same thing
goes for the improvements you made to the
property over the years.
If you leave the property to your heirs,
they may lose tax deductions if they sell the
property at a lower price than your basis in
the property. For them, the property transfers
at the value at date of death but they cannot
deduct any loss on the sale of the property
unless it is sold at less than the decedent’s
basis. Of course, there are other factors
which come into play in this case.
Similar rules apply in the case of
securities (stocks and bonds and similar
items). Now days, the brokerages are supposed to report the basis of securities sold
but because of mergers, acquisitions and
poor record keeping on the part of the firms,
they do not always have the necessary data
at hand. It is the responsibility of the taxpayer
to maintain their basis in their securities not
the broker’s. The IRS takes the position if
you cannot prove your basis, the basis is
zero. That would be a real shame if you happened to have bought some high flying stock
Tax Topics continued on Page 9
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WES, continued from Page 5

days as well and there will be volunteers at
the DFCC who will gladly help you unload
your car.
As you begin your spring/summer
cleaning, please remember us for your castoff items. All money stays right here in our
community. Thank you for all of your ongoing
support for the sale, in your donations,
in your time spent volunteering, and your
purchases of new treasures. We look forward
to seeing you and catching up on Labor Day
weekend. As part of our operations for the
sale, we’d like to remind you to start your
Spring cleaning and set aside all usable
items.

Placer County Library
Assisting with Exhibit
of Veterans Tattoo Art
Placer County Public
Information Office
The Placer County Library is part of
an innovative drive to create an online exhibit
of tattoo art displayed by California veterans
who served in Iraq or Afghanistan.
“War Ink” is a proposed multimedia
exhibit that will feature 30 veterans
from throughout the state. The stories
surrounding their tattoos will be recorded by
the StoryCorps Military Voices Initiative, a
nationally acclaimed platform for veterans,
service members and military families to
share their stories. The project seeks to
honor the voices of veterans, amplify their
experiences and let them know the nation is
listening.
“The Placer County Library is excited
to be involved in such a dynamic and
innovative effort. Our thanks to the Contra
Costa County Library for inviting us to
participate,” explained Placer County Director
of Library Services Mary George
“Our community is home to many
veterans who have served in the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars. It is my hope that local
veterans will come forward to tell their stories
through ‘War Ink.’ I’m both curious and
excited to view the art of each tattoo and
connect the Placer County community to the
War Ink continued on Page 9
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How’d Ya Get Here?
By Shelley Willsmore

Sample the Sierra will
celebrate its 5th anniversary on August 31st
at a new location! Lake
Tahoe’s only Farm to Fork
celebration will move from
its previous location at
Ski Run Boulevard to the
beautiful Bijou Community Park in South Lake Tahoe. Framed by
towering pines and a lush landscape, Bijou
Community Park is a favorite recreation spot
for many and also the perfect backdrop for
a day of food and wine tasting with local
vendors. For the past four years, Sample the
Sierra has supported regional vendors and
artists by showcasing only locally grown and
cultivated food paired with wine and talent in
a one-day festival set in scenic Lake Tahoe.
This year’s attendees will enjoy
live music, experience the thrill of the 3rd
Annual Sierra Chefs Challenge and peruse
wares sold by local artisans. Presented in
partnership with El Dorado County, Tahoe
South and Tahoe Chamber, Sample the
Sierra strives to create lasting partnerships
between farmers, wineries and restaurants
while promoting geotourism within the
region.
Everyone is invited to experience
what the Sierra Nevada region has to offer!
Visit www.samplethesierra.com for updated
vendor lists, sponsorship opportunities, lodging packages and more.

When I thought
I had to retire in
October, I was
approached by
Laura Resendez
with a suggestion for filling up
all of that spare
time. Since I do
know a lot of
interesting people
in the neighborhood, how about interviewing some of our
local residents and writing an article for the
Community Paper? A column of this sort
has appeared in past issues and I thought it
would be fun.
As it turns out, I have not retired but
have been encouraged to begin contributing to the paper anyway. The first people
to come to my mind were Matt and Betty
Bailey and so, as the deadline approached,
I made a visit to Stonehaven and had a nice
chat with Matt. I learned that the Stonehaven sign in front of their home came
from his father’s home and since he has
the same name as his father, MA Bailey, it
hangs in front of their home. His parents’
property was named Stonehaven, and Matt
said they did not “name” their home Stonehaven. I found that interesting because
many homes in Dutch Flat have signs that
name their property, like Gold Trees, Spring
House and Runnymeade, and just assumed
that theirs was named Stonehaven. It certainly fits with the nice stone work on their
home.
Matt says he came from Boulder
Creek, in the Santa Cruz Mountains where
his grandparents had property that passed
down to his mother and that was where
he preferred to “come from”. His parents
lived and worked in San Francisco but
Matt never wanted to say he was from San
Francisco. As soon as he graduated from
high school he left. He attended Cal Poly in
San Luis Obispo and later joined the Maritime Service. When WWII broke out he was
appointed to the Federal Merchant Marine
Academy in Long Island, New York. It was
during this time that he met Betty at a function where she was attending school.
Matt knew he did not want to make
sailing a life career so he got out and began
to hitch hike around the country. If he could
find work, he stuck around for a while; he
herded sheep, packed mules and worked
on cattle ranches, always learning what

he could wherever he went. He kept in contact with Betty during this time and when he
was ready to settle down, he returned to the
Pennsylvania Dutch community where she
was born and raised, and they were married.
We in Dutch Flat know it wasn’t really Dutch,
don’t we? Perhaps that is one reason why
Betty has always been so fond of Dutch Flat
and so happy here.
With a family coming, Matt realized
he had to have a “serious job” to provide for
them. In the service he acquired various skills
and held several licenses and so he applied
for work with P G &E. He was assigned to
Drum Powerhouse and moved his family to
a company house. When he told Betty the
rent was $10 a month, she was afraid of what
to expect, but it turned out that the company
houses were not bad. Then Matt was able to
buy the home on Park Avenue where their
three girls grew up. They agreed that Betty
would name the girls: Heidi, Gretchen and
Lisa, and Matt would name the boys. He
does not at all regret that he didn’t get to
name any boys. I have had conversations
with the “Bailey girls” (as I heard they were
known, back in the day) and the smiles that
cross their faces, the twinkle in their eyes
when they talk of their parents and growing
up in Dutch Flat, tell me theirs was a very
special childhood.
After a career with P G & E, Matt
became, among other things, the local arborist. Many of the orchards were planted by
Matt, including his own orchard and vineyard.
He pruned orchards, grafted trees and did
lots of handyman work. As a machinist on the
ships he learned how to manufacture parts,
but Matt’s curiosity and aptitude have given
him many skills and abilities that he shared
all around town. He is also well known among
antique gun collectors.
One of my favorite memories of Matt
is seeing him in the 4th of July parade with
Ramona, their donkey. Sweet peas are usually in bloom during that time and she was
adorned with them; they were the epitome
of Dutch Flat on the 4th of July. Many of the
neighbors loved having Ramona come to visit
and chomp down their weeds.
Betty has recently relocated to Auburn
and so I was not able to interview her for
this article. She and I had a very sweet relationship—mutual admirers. Betty loved parties. She hosted wonderful family reunions,
garden parties and holiday dinners. She also
wrote a column for the Colfax Record and
Auburn Journal called the Dutch Flat Diggins.
Matt and Betty were active in everything: the
water company, the museum, the Ladies Aid,
Bailey continhued on Page 10
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DUTCH FLAT
COMMUNITY SWIMMING
POOL
By Doug Ferrier, Corp. President
The Community Swimming Pool is
owned by the Dutch Flat Swimming Pool
Corp., but run by the Placer County Parks
and Grounds Division, under an agreement
between the Pool Corp. and the County.
Money for its running comes from County
Service Area property taxes dedicated only
to the running of the pool and grounds. Each
year, about $43,000 is generated to run the
pool. Out of this about $20,000 is for life
guard wages, workman’s compensation and
social security; $4,000 for pool chemicals;
$6,000 for power and water; $2,000 for trash
pick-up; and $6,500 for County time.
To minimize actual costs, we utilize
volunteers to annually clean up the grounds
each spring; fully paint or touch up paint on
site; daily test pool water for presence of
specific chemicals; add pool chemicals to pool
water when appropriate; maintain pool filter
and pump equipment; other small projects
as appropriate. Every time we use volunteers
the County does not have to tap our fund for
that work. Over the last several years, we
have managed to save over $30,000 that sits
in a reserve fund only accessible to the pool.
Without the use of volunteers, we would
be looking at having to ask voters to raise
the property tax rate to generate more than
$43,000 per year for the pool.
This past year saw approximately
7500 visitor days of pool use, probably the
heaviest used public facility on the hill. All of
this use occurred within a three month period
during summer.
Hopefully with the continued backing
of the pool volunteers of this area, we will be
able to keep the pool operating efficiently and
without having to go to the voters anytime
soon with any tax increase proposals. This is
why we value our pool volunteers so highly.
You make it possible for the other members
of our community to enjoy the benefits of
the pool and its surroundings, as well as
yourselves.
We are going to have several
challenges this year. So far, the County
has only two returning life guards out of a
minimum five needed to staff the pool on
its usual full time basis. The County was
late in advertising the need for life guards,
and while they have had several inquires
since, none of them were from qualified
people: applicants must have finished their
Junior year in High School, have a Life
Guard certificate and a Title 22 certificate.

Costs for attending these classes and getting
the required certificates can be between
$200 and $250. We might be able to work
something out with the Pool Corp. picking
up all or a portion of the fees in return for
agreements to work the pool, but it will take
time to find classes available to take and the
County to process their applications. It is late
in the season for these types of classes.
So we don’t know when the pool
will open for sure this year, and what the
schedule of open hours will be. It may be
that we will have to open on a limited basis
to start and then extend the days/hours
later in the summer. We will try to keep the
community posted on the situation. We are
sorry for any inconvenience this might give
to people.
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files and the only issue you may face is the
technology may change and cause delays in
recovering the data. There is always somebody who has the way to recover the data if
it is in its normal format and is not encrypted
beyond your password. If you can’t scan the
documents, ask somebody’s 13 year old to
show you how; those kids are amazing and
usually willing to help
As always, I suggest you kept your tax
documents in good order and not in grocery
bags and shoe boxes. It will save you aggravation and money both with your tax preparer
and with an auditor if that event ever happens. Most auditors will not dig as deep if
the records are in good order as they will if
the records look like good garden compost
(thanks Fred). The thought is if you have
good order of records, you probably can support the claimed items also.
Greg Herrick is a CPA in Granite Bay, CA and
can be reached at (916) 787-4040 or at herrickcpa@yahoo.com
War Ink, continued from Page 8

unique stories of our veterans.”  
Veterans interested in the project are
encouraged to contact Jason Deitch,
the project’s curator and scholar, directly
at jasonadeitch@gmail.com or 510-5938423. Deitch, a former combat medic and
Tax Topics, continued from Page 7
sociologist, created the project along with
like Apple, Google or a long term gainer like
Project Director Chris Brown of the Contra
Berkshire-Hathaway, or even worse if you
Costa County Library.
had purchased some high priced stock that
The initiative is an opportunity for
has nosedived since and you lost the deducveterans
to tell how their tattoo art serves
tion because of poor recordkeeping.
as reminders of experiences they and the
The rule I tell my clients is to keep
people they served with had in Iraq and
your tax returns for 6 years (current year
Afghanistan. Organizers noted that veterans
plus 5 years) then shred the returns but go
often have tattoos that celebrate their
through the supporting documents to see if
service by depicting what they choose to
your need to keep any of those documents.
remember.
If it is pay stubs, you can shred after you
For “War Ink,” tattoos will be
get your W-2 for that year, but keep the final
photographed
by Shaun Roberts, a San
paystub for the year with your W-2. Interest,
dividends and OID statements as well as the Francisco-based photographer whose work
W-2 and final pay stubs can be shredded with has been featured in various magazines.
The Placer County Library will display “War
the tax returns. Brokerage statements with
purchase information, including mutual funds, Ink” at www.placer.ca.gov/librarybeginning
on Veterans Day, which will be observed on
especially where reinvested dividends are
Tuesday, Nov. 11 this year.
concerned, should be kept until the investment is disposed of plus the time for the IRS
to review/audit the return on which the disposition is reported.
If this seems like a lot of work, weigh
it against the cost of added taxes, interest
and penalties if you do not have the information. You may decide the $500 the IRS may
charge ids not worth the cost of record keeping. If the exposure is greater, you need to
make your own assessment.
A scanned copy kept on a DVD or CD
may be a reasonable method of consolidating
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Bailey continued from Page 8

the Community Club, the Dutch Flat and
Alta schools, and they both spent time helping people in need.
Matt shared with me that he had collected oral histories of local old timers. He
said they were in the museum and I hope to
read them
some day.
Matt is such
an interesting man, still
very articulate, and if
you begin a
conversation
about a subject or some
local historical event or
locale, he
will likely
contribute
something
you did not
know. Or if you want to know something
about how things used to be, ask Matt; he
has either been there, done that or knows
someone who did. There is a gold mine in

this man.
The Baileys have lived on Park
Avenue for over 60 years so, though they
have seen some changes, Dutch Flat is
timeless in its way. Matt is not able to do the
things he used to enjoy so much. He has
two Lauras who are a tremendous help to
him. He gets out to events when he is able
and enjoys visits from his family. Heidi and
her husband Cliff live in Montana with the
grand dogs; Gretchen and her husband
Richard and their children Lizzy and Peter
are in England. Lisa and Doug did not move
so far away but they and their children Amy
and DJ have done their share of traveling.
Matt is content to be at home in his cottage.
Life is different with Betty living away,
yet Matt is adjusting. He has been active in
getting things done and participated in many
projects toward protecting the environment and preserving history. He knows that
change is inevitable, but it is hard to understand sometimes.

4H Doin’s
By Suzanne Miller
On Saturday, May 3rd Alta Dutch Flat
4-H’s Gold Panning group set off for Bear
River Campground to gold pan. On the way
through Colfax, they stopped at Mountain
Man Mining where Brian Garcia gave the
kids a gold panning demo and helped them
practice their technique.
Brian was an informed host, has a
terrific store and kindly sent them on their
way armed with all the supplies and tips
needed for
a successful
adventure!
After a
short hike
along the
river bed, they
struck camp
on the bank of
the Bear River with their homemade sluice
box, where they panned and picnicked until
early afternoon. Although none of them
struck it rich, most everyone saw flecks of
color in their pans and had a truly memorable experience panning with their friends in
Gold Country!
To learn more about Alta Dutch Flat
4-H’s Gold Panning Project, please contact
Suzanne Miller at suz.altadutchflat4h@
gmail.com.
Roses at the Hearse House, Dutch Flat
April, 2014
photo by Julianne Smith

If I can stop one heart from breaking,
I shall not live in vain;
If I can ease one life the aching,
Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin
Unto his nest again,
I shall not live in vain
			
- Emily Dickinson
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WHY I LOVE THE BIG
ISLAND
By Rick Sims
My wife, Linda Wallihan, and I first visited the
Big Island of Hawaii some 13 years ago, in
2001. We had a swell time, considering that
I was suffering from Mainland bronchitis the
whole time.
We came back the next year, and
Linda bought a house. It was located about
nine miles south of Hilo, in the Orchidland
subdivision (dirt roads). It was brand
new—a two-bedroom A-frame built on a
square, level lot, all cleared, in the middle of
a beautiful rain forest. Title was fee simple.
Purchase price was $110,000. She rented
the house until 2006, when she sold it right
before the real estate crash. She was both
smart and lucky.
Since Linda bought her Orchidland
house, we have visited the Big Island a lot.
We have come to love it. I would like to tell
you why.
KOHALA
f you visit the Big Island, you will most
certainly come by airplane. There are two
international airports on the island—one
in Kona, on the west side, and one in Hilo,
on the east side. If it is your first trip to the
Big Island, you will probably fly into Kona,
because that is the sunny side of the island
where the resorts are. Let’s start at the
airport in Kona and take a trip around the
Big Island, in a clockwise direction. We will
be on the Belt Highway, which is a two-lane
highway that circumnavigates the island.
Top speed anywhere on Hawaii is 55 m.p.h.,
and there are a lot of 45 m.p.h. zones. The
police use their own private cars for police
vehicles. Thus, one police car may be a hot
Ford Mustang and the next police car may
be a Toyota 4Runner.
The only way you can tell a police
car is to notice the small, blue light on the
roof. The police enforce the speed limits. I
recommend you drive within them.
The first thing you will notice as you
head north from the airport is that you
are surrounded by dark grey, ugly lava.

Everywhere. The ocean is on your left.
You will drive through this moonscape for
at least 15 miles. At some point, the Kona
district stops and the Kohala district begins.
The big resorts are mainly in the Kohala
district, on the ocean. They have been
created by D-9 Cats and a lot of topsoil.
Each of them is extraordinarily beautiful in
its own way.
On your left, a cluster of resorts is
located at Waikoloa Beach, some 20 miles
north of the airport. Here you will find the
Marriot, the Hilton, and a ritzy shopping
center called The King’s Shops. The
Marriot is one of our favorites. It is not
the fanciest, but the grounds are beautiful
and the placement of the swimming pools
constitutes a reflecting pond in front of the
ocean. The restaurant food at the Marriot
is the best, and on Monday and Thursday
nights all entrees are half price. But watch
out: a Mai Tai from the Marriot bar will run
you $16.
The Hilton is a Disneyland for adults.
It is a huge complex of buildings, and you
can access your room by taking a boat in
a man-made canal. The Hilton has great
swimming pools and the best water slide
around. It has a lagoon which connects
Hawaii continued on Page 12
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North Fork American
River Alliance - NFARA
by Jim Ricker

Big Bend North Fork Preserve surrounds Ponderosa Way, a popular access road from Weimar and
Foresthill down to the North Fork American River.
This picture (looking downriver from the Preserve)
shows Ponderosa Bridge and the Codfish Falls trailhead (photo provided by Placer Land Trust)

Placer Land Trust
The mission of NFARA is to preserve the
wild, scenic and cultural heritage within the
North Fork watershed. Another organization dedicated to protecting this heritage
is Placer Land Trust, PLT. The land trust
recently acquired 417 acres along the NF at
Big Bend just above Ponderosa Way Bridge.
This acquisition will permanently prohibit any
residential incursion into the river canyon,
while at the same time permanently protect
NFARA continued on Page 13
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rodeo on the Mainland or in Canada, you will
inevitably see one or more cowboys from
to the ocean and a pool where children can
Waimea competing.
swim with dolphins. It is a wonderful place
Waimea features two of the best
to take kids, and there are usually a lot of
restaurants on the island, although they are
them there. But the food at the Hilton is very very different. The first is the Island Style
expensive and not very good. If you want
Grill, open for breakfast and lunch, which
good food in a spectacular beach setting, go features huge portions of local island food.
to the Lava Lava Beach Club, a five-minute
Linda and I always order a single plate and
drive from the Hilton.
split it. The other restaurant is Merriman’s,
Further up the Belt Highway, on the
where top chef Peter Merriman serves up
makai (ocean) side of the road is the Mauna
gourmet food to those who have made a
Lani hotel. Lots of traditional dark wood and reservation well in advance.
big bedrooms. Each of the resorts has a
Waimea has expensive real estate. It
beautiful beach, and the Mauna Lani is no
has a reputation for being a rather exclusive
exception. ALL beaches in Hawaii—even
place to live. But Linda and I don’t get
those at a resort—are public. But if you are
Waimea. It is often windy and cold, and
not staying at the Mauna Lani, and use their
there are few ocean views. But we have met
beach, please do not use their lounge chairs people who live there and love it.
or umbrellas.
HONOKAA
You are doubtless getting the idea that We will continue out of downtown Waimea
Linda and I hang out a lot at these resorts.
on the Belt Highway. But on the outskirts of
Not true. For us, the Kohala resorts are
Waimea we will take a scenic detour that no
reserved for special occasions, such as an
tour bus will take. Watch on the right for a
anniversary or a birthday. Plus, because we road with sign “Mamalahoa Highway.” This
now have official State of Hawaii identification is the old highway that was replaced by the
cards, we get a special (kama’aina) rate
faster Belt Highway. It traverses a part of
reserved for local residents at most of the
the Parker Ranch and is lovely. You have
resorts.
to cross several one-lane bridges, but no
We are still driving north on the Belt
problem, because almost nobody drives on
Highway. We come to Hapuna Beach, a
the old highway. The countryside of the old
public beach which is on most lists of the
highway changes abruptly from pastureland
most beautiful beaches in the world. And just to jungle at an area known as Ahuahoa,
to the north (an extension of the same beach) and you wind down to a stop-sign at the
are the Hapuna Beach Prince and Mauna
Belt Highway at the town of Honokaa. (In
Kea hotels—the ritz of the ritz, and with a
Hawaiian, you pronounce every vowel, so the
gorgeous golf course (I am told; I don’t play). town is Hono-ka-ah.) Cross the Belt Highway
WAIMEA
and turn left into the Tex Drive-In. It features
North of the Mauna Kea, the Belt
good food, with many local plates. But its
Highway comes to a stop sign. Turn left and crowning glory is the malasada—a pastry like
you go to the deep-water port of Kawaihae.
a jelly doughnut, but better. You only need
Turn right, and you continue around the
one.
island toward the town of Waimea. Think
When we first explored the Big Island,
about this: every single car and piece of
I thought Honokaa was my dream town. It
machinery and every single product sold by
is on the ocean and has a grocery store, two
Home Depot or Target (in Kona and Hilo) and banks, a movie theatre showing first-run films
most food comes to the Big Island on a ship
(and live performances on the weekends),
or barge. A lot of it comes into Kawaihae.
and a medical clinic—all the essentials for
Also in Kawaihae is a fabulous restaurant/
retirement living. Only after living on the Big
night club: the Blue Dragon, which features
Island did I come to realize that the weather
the best music available on the island.
in Honokaa was often bad.
But we will turn right and go to
From the center of Honokaa, where
Waimea. The highway climbs up from the
the Malama Market is on the corner, we head
ocean into rolling pasture land. Waimea
back north on a road with signs to the Waipio
is the headquarters of the Parker Ranch,
Valley, some seven miles from Honokaa.
which was at one time the second largest
The road ends at the edge of the valley, at a
cattle ranch in the United States, the first
look-out. A very steep road goes down into
being the King Ranch in Texas. Parts of the
the valley, but it is limited to hikers and fourParker Ranch have been sold, but it is still
wheel-drive (not all-wheel drive) vehicles.
going, and still has real cowboys (“Paniolos”) The valley starts at a memorable black
working there. Indeed, if you go to a big-time sand beach and runs several miles inland to

Why I Love the Big Island, continued from Page 11

some spectacular waterfalls. The valley is
called “The Valley of Kings,” because the
great king, Kamehameha, who united the
Hawaiian islands, was born there. Linda
and I have hiked down (and up) into the
valley. But we recommend that you take a
tour with a Hawaiian tour guide who grew
up in the valley. Taro root (for poi) is now
farmed there. Don’t miss the Waipio Valley.
Look for more of Rick’s impressions of
Hawaii in upcoming editions.

ALTA ATTIC INFORMATION
By Cam Gillies
The ladies of the Alta Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary would like to remind you of
where and when The Attic is open. The Attic
is located in the original fire house in Alta on
Alta Bonnynook Road and is open on a very
limited basis - mostly because they depend
on a solid core of volunteers to give of their
time every week as they have for the last
50 or more years. The hours are Thursdays
from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm. Most of the
donations received are taken in during those
hours.
Anything left on the doorstep during
the rest of the week usually doesn’t make it
in. There are people who wait to see when
things are dropped off and unfortunately go
through the bags and help themselves. It is
understandable if someone is in great need
and can’t afford to pay the modest prices
for donated items but it deprives others who
are willing to pay and help the community. If
you know of someone who is in need please
contact the volunteers because they will try
to fill that need too.
The Alta Fire Ladies Auxiliary also
gives a $500.00 scholarship to deserving
high school seniors going on to college. The
only qualification is that they have parent or
grandparent who is a volunteer on the fire
department, on the Board of Directors or
a member of the Ladies Auxiliary. We are
always looking for people to work at the Attic
on Thursdays so if you have some time,
come in and talk to them about volunteering.
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the public’s access to the river along Ponderosa Way. PLT partnered with the Trust
for Public Land, using grant funds from the
California Natural Resources Agency, to
purchase the property from a local developer.
PLT plans to transfer it to State Parks as part
of the Auburn State Recreation Area later this
year.
“Placer Land Trust is committed to doing
our part to keep the American River wild and
scenic for all of us to enjoy, forever,” said the
Trust’s Executive Director Jeff Darlington.
“This is the fourth river-front property we’ve
acquired and protected along a 10-mile
stretch of the North Fork American River
above Lake Clementine.” The new preserve,
known as Big Bend North Fork Preserve, is
just downstream from the Mergen Preserve
which was acquired by PLT last year. “There
is no higher or better use of this land than
to keep it open and in the public trust,” said
Darlington. “Big Bend North Fork Preserve is
one of our natural wonders, and we’re very
pleased to work with willing landowners and
conservation partners to protect these natural wonders, now and forever.” PLT has now
protected 1,856 acres in the American River
watershed.
Founded in 1991, PLT has evolved
into one of the premiere non-profit organizations protecting Placer County’s wide open
spaces. To date the Trust has protected over
7,766 acres in 34 locations across the Placer
County. One of the largest protected areas
is the Harvego Bear River Preserve. These
1773 acres of blue oak woodland and riparian habitat are located at the heart of nearly
7,000 acres of land protected by land trusts
and the County of Placer. A connector trail
from this preserve to Placer County’s Hidden
Falls Regional Park is being planned.
Placer Land Trust is one of the most
popular and best supported non-profits in
Placer County. On the recent Big Day of
Giving, PLT was the top receiver of donations in the county with a total of $54,896.
What is great about this is each donation
gets a boost by a pool of matching funds on
a prorated basis, making every donation go
farther. Taking advantage of this opportunity,
NFARA contributed $500 to Placer Land
Trust for their continuing effort to protect
lands in the NF canyon.
For more information see www.placerlandtrust.org or call (530) 887-9222.

HOW’S OUR SCHOOL
DOING?
By Tom McDonnell
Alta-Dutch Flat Union Elementary
School District weathered significant funding
cuts over the past 7 years in remarkably
good shape although the cuts were painful.
Teachers and support staff were laid off and
those who stayed had to do more with less
resources. Until this school year the District
contracted for a part-time superintendent, Jim
Roberts, who was also the superintendent
in Foresthill. Last year the school principal,
Lisa Graham, assumed three distinct jobs:
besides being the principal, she was also the
district superintendent and taught 7th/8th grade
half-time.
Much of the credit for the District’s
ability to weather the past few years of
cutbacks goes to the school’s Business
Manager, Lori Warwick. Lori has been
involved in handling the school’s finances
since 1991 and early in the economic
downturn forecast the severity the cuts
would have on the District. Knowing what
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was in store, the administration and Board
of Trustees were able to start the painful
process of cuts early enough to minimize
the amount of reserve funds that had to be
spent. Many schools in California were not
as fiscally conservative and had their local
school boards dissolved and control taken
over by the State. This year, due to changes
in how California funds its public schools
(i.e., Local Control Funding), the financial
stress should begin to ease a little. This new
funding formula benefits some schools and
hurts others, but Alta-DF will be among those
schools that benefit. All districts will also now
have more control over how to spend the
money they are allotted; in years past funds
often came with restrictions limiting how
they could be spent. Even with this increase
in funding, however, Alta-DF still receives
considerably less that it did before the
economic downturn and recession.
Besides being in better financial
shape, the school is thriving; enrollment has
increased and students’ test scores are the
highest in the area. Enrollment at the school
School continued on Page 15
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In a Time of Fire - Our
“We Should’ve Packed
List”
by Lynne Lindsey
Years ago my husband and I lived in
the Santa Cruz Mountains just outside Big
Basin State Park. Our property was a twenty
acre parcel and was quite secluded. We
had just one other family as our neighbors
and their home was located about five acres
from our property line. We lived on top of the
hill and looked down onto their home and
the State Park. When you live in the country
with just a few neighbors, everyone counts
on each other to help one another out and
work together as a unit. You get really close
to these people, sometimes closer than best
friends.
Both of our families lived in the
mountains with our breathtaking views of
the virgin redwood forest below us and the
fresh clean air. We all commuted the winding mountain roads down into Santa Clara
County each day for our jobs. Our properties were located outside the city limits of
the town of Boulder Creek and we were
served by the Forestry Department in case
of fire. We counted on the Forest Rangers
to protect us. We knew all of the firefighters by name and they knew ours. We made

Dutch Flat Church
Offers Something
Different

sure they always had freshly baked cookies,
cakes, and anything else they needed. We
never wanted them to forget we were sitting
all alone on the top of that hill.
One hot dry summer an arsonist
invaded our bit of Camelot and on one particular day he started a fire along the perimeter of the State Park. The winds were blowing
and suddenly that little fire got out of control
and was headed toward our hilltop. I received
a phone call from one of the boys at the Forestry Station up on Skyline and was told to
get home and get my animals (2 dogs, 1 cat,
2 horses, and 5 chickens) to safer ground. He
said the fire was moving quickly toward us.
I jumped into my pride and joy, a ’69
Datsun 2000 with its 2 liter dual-cam engine,
5-speed transmission, and I drove like a
bat out of a very hot place down the freeway to the exit to Bear Creek Road. I took
those curves on Bear Creek at unbelievable
speeds. I was as close to a Nascar driver
as I was ever going to get. I made it to town
and up Big Basin Highway to my driveway
in record-breaking time. I was the first one to
arrive on the hill. Seeing the black smoke as
well as smelling it, frightened me. Still wearing my business suit I went right to work. I
immediately pulled our utility van out of the
barn and started loading stuff into it. There
was no rhyme or reason to the things that
were being thrown into the van that day. Anything I saw, I grabbed and threw into the van.
Meantime, our neighbors and my
husband arrived home. We had a quick meeting and it was decided that the boys would
saddle up two of the horses and they would
ride those horses and pull the other two to
the coast through the park. It was the first
time we had ever wished we had a horse
trailer. The girls were in charge of loading
up the cars and getting into town. I hadn’t
counted on that at all. Suddenly I knew my
‘baby’, the Datsun, was toast. I would have to
leave her behind. I wasted a lot of precious
time lamenting over her loss. Just about the
time the boys were saddled up and ready
to head out, a couple of firefighters from the
Forestry Department came up to the house to
tell us we had no more than thirty minutes to
evacuate. One of them grabbed the keys to
my ‘baby’ and jumped in and took off down
the road. I would be forever grateful. It was
going to take a lot of cookies and cakes to
express my appreciation.
Before the second firefighter left our
property, I quickly showed him where we had
installed a regulation fire hydrant with regulation fittings which was fed by gravity-flow

The founders of the church in Dutch Flat
would probably turn over in their graves if
they knew about our Sunday services today!
The church started up in 1854 as MethodistEpiscopal, a rather formal kind of worship.
But that came to an end last year when
we began introducing lively praise songs
in our Sunday evening services. Now we
have a wide variety of music, which we call
“Sunday Night Specials,” featuring guitar
teams, snappy pianists, and singing groups
performing traditional, contemporary, and
even popular songs that have a message
(like “What the World Needs Now Is Love”).
We are one of three Methodist churches,
together with the Colfax and the Placer
Hills (Meadow Vista) churches, in the Gold
Country Community Parish. We share one
pastor, The Reverend Romy Velasco, who
is always up-beat and full of good ideas.
His sermons are very stimulating with real
life applications. He preaches at all three
churches every Sunday, but each month
we have a guest speaker or some special
program, which is another reason we call it
our “Sunday Night Specials.”
Our three Parish churches have different
programs from which we can choose, and
we support each other as though it were
one big church. In Dutch Flat we had a lot
of support from the Colfax church in April
for our annual Western Night. We served
110 guests BBQ tri-tips and chicken, baked
potatoes, a special bean concoction, slaw,
and home-made pies, with a lot of help.
Western Night takes us back to the old West
by singing songs made famous by Gene
Autry, Roy Rogers, and many others, and
by listening to real Cowboy Poets recite the
saga of the Old West.
Besides Western Night, the Dutch
Flat church puts on an “all-you-caneat,” $5 pancake breakfast for the whole
community on the 2nd Saturday of every
month. You are always welcome, and we
serve from 8:00 to 10:00. Also, we have
sold strawberry shortcakes at the July 4th
parade every year since 1985, and we have
a spaghetti dinner-pie auction each Fall.
Every Thursday we offer a free program for
all who are interested in any part. It starts
with a drawing and painting class with a
professional artist from 10:00 to noon,
exercising with a special CD from 1:00 to

Fire Continued on Page 18

Church continued on Page 17

By Joe Hoffman
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School, continued from Page 13

this past year was about 97 children in K-8.
All are in combined classes (e.g., 1st/2cnd,
etc.) except for the kindergartners who finish
their school day at noon. The Alta-DF school
had four teachers and four aides. For this
coming year, a new teacher was hired to
teach the 7/8th grade class language arts
in the mornings. This will allow Principal
Graham to focus on her administrative duties
as Principal/Superintendent. Teachers Dawn
Sibley, Christina Fejes, Pamela D’Elia and
Sharon Zentner will all be returning this fall.
The Emigrant Gap School, which is part
of the District, had a single teacher, Terryl
Reed, and an aide who will continue to
teach the handful of students who go there.
Emigrant Gap is considered a necessary
small school because if its remote location
and receives special funding for that reason.
Until this year, all California students
were given an annual standardized test
to see how they performed compared to
students at other schools. Alta-DF students
have consistently out-performed all the
other nearby elementary schools (e.g.,
Colfax Elementary, Chicago Park) since
2011. Testing wasn’t done this year as
all the public schools in California are in
the process of changing the focus of how
subjects will be taught. Called “Common
Core”, the idea behind the change in focus
is that a narrower range of material will be
covered but students will learn to develop a
deeper understanding of the ideas that are
presented. Testing on this new curriculum
will start next year.
The school district is overseen by a
five-member school board. Board meetings
are held on the third Wednesday of each
month at 6 p.m. at the school. These are
public meetings and parents and community
members are encouraged to come. The
next meeting will be on June 25. Recently
the board has been working on determining
what the school does well and also areas
where more energy is needed. The board is
made up of local residents who are elected
to serve three year terms. Kathy Mutto has
been the board president this past year.
Three of these positions are up for reelection in the fall election. If interested in
running, the candidate filing period begins on
July 14 and ends on August 8, 2014. More
information about this is available at the
Placer County Office of ElectionS

Murder by
Cliche
By Debby
McClatchy
Chapter Four
Charlie was up early and went down to the
Esplanade. He checked with every B&B
and hotel for Tom's friend and the older
couple, but without success. He arrived
back at the station before anyone else.
Luckily, he had only to wait a bit before
Carole showed up and unlocked the front
door. There had never been a need for
the station to remain open for twenty-four
hours. Ray had arranged to go out to the
Tadbournes and take statements from all
three, although, he couldn't, for the life
of him, see any of them as killers. Even
young Mike with his black eye. But Tom
had no other friends to ask about contacts
and suspicions. It seemed a long tunnel
without an end.
Charlie and Carole walked over
to their respective desks and sat down.
Carole purposely was arranging files when
the phone rang. Charlie listened expectantly to the one-way conversation.
"Yes, hello, Love, it is me. How's
your Mum and Sis? What's that? No, he's
off to the farm, but I can take the information. What's that? Three times! Then,
there's no question, is there? You're
a sweetheart for getting this to me so
quickly."
Charlie found it hard to be patient
while Carole finished off with more personal chat with the receptionist in Exeter.
She finally replaced the receiver, and said,
"That's it, then. Tom was hit at least three
times with something like a metal tube
with some apparatus attached to the end.
Nothing like that was found near to him,
so it is now official that it is murder. We're
going to need statements and alibis from
anyone who had contact with Tom. That's
Hugh over at the Royal Devon, Brad, if we
can find him, the new barmaid up at the
Endeavor, and the three Tadbournes, of
course. Plus anyone with whom he was
friends, although I can't think of any. Oh,
and Mr. Warrington," Carole paused uncertainly, "Do we know any of the other people
he and Brad pulled pranks on?"
Charlie stretched and walked
over to a board of unsolved local crimes.
"Horace Green complained that two lads
of their descriptions let out some of his

horses, and Carrie Thompson lost some
blooms in her garden one day, but we never
figured out who it was. Mr. Warrington was
the only actual eyewitness who has come
forward." Charlie continued, "There is another
man, someone who joined Tom and Brad two
nights ago at the Royal Devon. Hugh says
he seemed a friend, although one not maybe
seen in a long while. There was also an older
couple who joined the group. They must have
been visitors or holiday makers, because
no one of that description is staying locally. I
already checked this morning."
Carole looked over at Charlie with
frank admiration. The lad was really working
out well, and she felt almost a motherly pride
in him. She was about to compliment him
when the door was flung open and Celeste
Woodward arrived in a cloud of perfume and
flowered crepe that produced a barrier zone
around her more effective than tempered
glass. The temperature in the room seemed
to lower somewhat, and Carole and Charlie
looked at each other in mutual dismay.
Celeste was on top of her game. "We
can't let the passing of some insignificant
boy get in the way of our meeting today. The
Spring Fair – she hated the title, Spring- thing
-- is only a month away and we must get to
work!"
Carole stood up in an effort to impede
her progress but was swept aside, as if by
a floral tsunami. She stammered in dismay,
"Oh, no, Celeste, it is not appropriate. Not
now; not after what has happened."
"Not appropriate," Celeste snapped.
"Do you mean the Fair or the meeting? Certainly not the Fair, and, if we are to have
one, we must meet and decide matters now.
Last year was an absolute disaster. I knew I
Murder continued on Page 16
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Murder, continued from Page 15

shouldn't have gone to my spa that week. I
heard it all fell apart. Well, we just won't let
that happen this year!"
Celeste lowered herself into the comfy
chair that Carole had just vacated. She was
ignoring the fact that she wasn't the one in
charge of the Fair. There actually wasn't a
main co-ordinator; just people in charge of
different parts, like the tea and biscuit hall,
the jumble tent, Carole as the fortune teller,
the baked goods competition and sale,
the Gardeners' Glory Room with its prize
blooms, pens for hogs, sheep, and ducks
among other livestock, and the sandwich
table, a new innovation from Sarah Daley.
Celeste just thought it her duty, as obviously the best and most organized, to give
everyone else a little hand, or, at least, a lot
of advice. She reached down into a copious carry-all and extracted a large notebook
and pencil. "It's a moot point anyway. Unless
you've cancelled the meeting, everyone will
be here shortly."
She was proved right as, one by
one, the committee members came through
the door. Most looked sheepish or outright
guilty, but fear of Celeste's wrath was greater
than observing social proprieties. Charlie
decided this was a good time to go and start
his interviews, so he quietly slipped away.
First in was Art Friendly, who looked
over the Gardeners' Glory Room. His
own personal garden was his wife and
mistress, and any time not spent in the
Hardware Haven was spent among the
foam flowers, the vinca, and the hypericum.
All were timed to perfection, and, unless
spring was particularly dry, his gardens, front
and back, were always in color, the secret
envy of his neighbors. He had a serious but
low-key, competition going with Carrie,
Sarah, and the Evans cousins, who found
time between snooping to deadhead and
compost.
Sharon, Celeste's ward, and Marcy
Wallace arrived together. Celeste was
instantly wary.
"Sharon, why is this woman here? It
almost looks like you came in together. We
have all the workers we need, thank you."

Sharon suddenly realized she had
done wrong, turned red and felt clammy
fear creep down her neck and shoulders.
She quavered out a reply, "I - I met her on
the way, and, because Hortence can't help
this year in the tea hall, because of her
broken foot, you know, she fell, and …."
Celeste interrupted, "Yes, yes, but
what is SHE doing here?"
"Well, I asked her to help, you know,
with the tea and biscuits, and she said yes."
Sharon lowered her eyes to the
scrubbed pine floor and waited for the repercussions. Sarah, who had come in during
this exchange, quickly interjected, "She's
right, Celeste, we really need helpers. It's
not only Hortence, but Mary has bowed out
because of yesterday's events, and George
and Peggy moved to Sussex last fall, and
we're in need of new volunteers. Marcy
here is ready to help, so why not?"
At this point the rest of the committee arrived all at once, coming through the
door, talking easily from long acquaintance.
First in was Lady Commander, looking
every bit her best in an off-white silk and
discreet rubies. Next was Cornelius, looking
pinched and cold, even with two mufflers,
and, finally, pushing in as close as possible
to hear every morsel, the Evans cousins, in
sensible gray tweed.
Celeste looked around at the opposition, realized she would have to acquiesce,
tried to find a way not to lose face, and
gave up. She was furious with Sharon and
already planning revenge.
The meeting went on, details of
catering and setting up and publicity and
the like were discussed. The final item on
the agenda was the jumble sale, the most
lucrative part of the Fair. Celeste had coordinated the event for eight years. When
she arrived on your doorstep, somehow
your most precious treasures ended up
in her boot, so her jumble was the envy
of neighboring fairs. However, this year
Celeste delivered a bombshell, "I am quite
bored with all this used tit and tat, so I've
decided to be the fortune teller this year. I'm
sure the town residents could use a change,
and I've ordered a custom costume, all
real satin and beading, with a lace veil from
Honiton. Plus, I have found a real crystal
ball. It will bring a little style and class to the
booth."
She looked around at the incredulous faces, willing anyone to challenge her.
Carole sat rigid with shock. She had been
publically humiliated, and on her own turf!
She felt a wave of such hurt and fury that it
caught her breath and she started to hyperventilate. She quickly got up and walked

over to the open door for some air.
The group was sitting as if frozen.
No one wanted to say the first word. Finally,
Carrie asked, "Then who will do the jumble?"
It was apparent to Celeste. "Oh, I'll procure
everything ahead of time, and Carole can
run the tent on the day. It is really so very
simple."
Carole finally found her voice. She
knew to get mad and argue would get
nowhere. There had to be a compromise
that would preserve her dignity and the decorum of the meeting. She looked out onto the
sidewalk and observed calmly, "We could
both do it, take turns. I'd be glad of a break
now and then, and Marcy could do double
duty on the jumble."
Marcy, who had remained silent, casually taking it all in, and quietly congratulating
herself for keeping the upper edge, now burst
into the conversation, "I'll be glad to, and I
have a girlfriend, Florence, who's in service
up at the Manor, who could help."
She turned to Lady Commander,
"Pardon me, Madam, for being so forward to
suggest her; she'll need time off to help and it
really is up to you." Casey looked a little put
out, but knew she'd have to do the right thing.
It would compound her anxiety on the day, to
be missing a kitchen maid, but she said, "Yes,
of course, not a problem, all for the cause."
She muttered the last phrase and tried to look
brave.
Celeste was furious, but knew there
were too many of them to beat down. And
it was a little late in the game to find more
willing-but-likely-ineffectual volunteers. Oh, it
really was all too much!
She smiled coldly, and continued
with pursed lips, "Yes, all right, and Manning
can help also with the jumble; she doesn't
have enough to do as it is. Then you and I
can share the fortune telling, Carole. Just to
be sure, I will make up a carefully workedout schedule, so we know who is where and
when." Celeste felt a little better; she was still
the one in control, and Manning could watch
over the jumble.
Work was delegated for the shopping and decorating, then everyone collected
notebooks and coats and straggled out into
the late-morning drizzle. Ray had returned
and found himself entering through a gauntlet
of tired, quiet people. Only Celeste seemed
animated, reminding all to look through their
attics, as she would be coming to call soon.
Ray carefully lowered himself onto his
chair. He felt the heavy weight of responsibility more today. He knew everyone in the
town, and most were his friends. His mom
sensed his frustrations and quietly put the
Exeter file on his desk. He took off his cardi-
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gan, hung it over the back of his chair, and
wearily began to read.
Church, continued from Page 14

2:00, and textile and more from 2:00 to 4:00.
Call Barbara at 916-847-8477.
We support the Dutch Flat Community
Center programs and activities, and we had
the opportunity to send teams of workers to
Slidell, Louisiana, during the Easter holidays
for four years after hurricanes Katrina and
Rita struck the New Orleans area in 2005.
We also support the weekly Colfax Seniors
Lunch on Monday, Wednesday and Friday as
well as their “WWJD” program for the needy
on Tuesday.
We welcome everyone “as is” to our
free fellowship dinner at 5:00 every Sunday
before the 6 o’clock “Sunday Night Special.”
We want to share our love, our faith, and
our hope—all those gifts that God has given
us—and help you see the way to a richer
life. It beats watching Sunday night TV! Our
address is 936 Stockton Street in Dutch Flat,
and if you want more information or help of
any kind, call Pastor Romy at 530-878-0651
or Lay Pastor Joe at 530-389-8718.

Excerpts from DUTCH
FLAT CHRONICLES by
Russell Towle

Auburn Stars and Stripes
May 28, 1868
OUR TRIP TO THE
MOUNTAINS
In our late trip to the mountains,
we started from Auburn by rail, and soon
reached Colfax, 22 miles distant. Here we
stopped two days, and finding ourselves
so pleasantly situated at Starr’s Hotel, kept
by our friend H. S. Higgins, that we were
inclined to remain much longer. Higgins
is a sensible man, as will be seen by his
card in our paper. He knows the value of
advertising his place of business. He is a
star hotel-keeper, and keeps the Starr Hotel
for the comfort of all who give him a call.
Stop in, friends. In our rambles about town
we found our old friend, E. T. Mendenhall,
also in the business of hotel keeping, and
came to the conclusion that there was no
lack of good accommodation in Colfax. At
this points the roads to Grass Valley and
Nevada, and Iowa Hill, diverge, over which
there is much travel and a large amount of
freight transported to the two former places.

Colfax being a thoroughfare for this travel
and trade, not likely to be diminished but
largely increased, should make its present
inhabitants quite content to wait for its
coming. We visited the Rising Sun quartz
claim, situated in the vicinity, on which we
found a mill nearly ready for crushing and a
large quantity of rock ready for the process
of reduction, in which gold was visible
to the naked eye. It is being worked by
practical men of much experience, and we
doubt not will prove to be a valuable mine
and a good paying investment.
Gold Run was our next point on the
railroad and the Haskett House, kept by our
old friend Jewell, our stopping place. It is a
good place to stop, try it, friends. The name
of Gold Run is appropriate, for here it is
that gold is taken on the run by thousands
as it is washed from its ancient deposit
by means of hydraulic power. The mines
at this place cover a large extent of the
country, and we believe there is no better
mining ground in the State. They are being
worked with energy by a most intelligent,
enterprising and industrious class of men,
capable of conducting large enterprises.
A survey is now being made and is about
completed for a tunnel some 2,000 feet
long, to strike a deep channel known to
exist some 250 feet deep below the bottom
of the present washing. A shaft has been
sunk and the fact ascertained that there is
a deep channel containing a body of rich
cement and pay dirt from the top down.
The proposed tunnel will open a field for
mining that can hardly be worked out in the
next fifty years. A joint stock company is
about being organized to run the tunnel.
We next visited Dutch Flat, our old
mountain home, some 3,000 feet above
the sea. We found Charley Seffens of the
Dutch Flat Hotel at home, and his latch
string hanging out as usual, and went in.
Here we found many familiar and smiling
faces. Gold bearing cement in large
quantities had been struck in Gray’s Hill
just back of the town, which seemed to
have an exhilarating effect upon the whole
population. It has long been known that
there was gold bearing cement in parts

w Page 17

of the hill between the town and Bear river,
but until lately no considerable effort has
been made to ascertain its extent. During the
past winter James Teaff, whose enterprise
knows no bounds, and who some years
since constructed a tunnel running nearly the
whole length of Gray’s Hill some two hundred
feet below the surface, conceived the idea
of sinking a shaft from the tunnel down to
the bed-rock. At a depth of 118 feet below
the tunnel and 324 feet below the natural
surface of the hill the shaft passed through
gold bearing cement 23 feet in thickness, in
which gold is plainly visible, and in quantities
to justify the highest expectations of richness.
The Dutch Flat Company, some distance
above, have a shaft down and are drifting
for the channel. They have struck dirt that
prospects well, and have every indication
that the object of their search is near at hand.
The channel under the hill is from two to
three miles in length, and there is scarcely
a doubt that the bed of cement extends
the whole length. Here, then, is most likely
an inexhaustible field for labor. To develop
these hidden resources will require not only
labor but money. From our knowledge of the
extent of the field for mining at Gold Run, and
Dutch Flat, and vicinity, we think that safe
and profitable investments may be made with
as little hazard as in ordinary business. The
gold is there, locked up in Nature’s safe, and
enterprise and industry will unlock it.
To be free is not to merely cast off one's
chains but to live in a way that respects and
enhances the freedom of others.
		-Nelson Mandella
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THE HERITAGE TRAIL
By Jim Ricker
Placer County’s 7th Annual Heritage
Trail will be held on August 2 -3, 2014.
Participating museums from Roseville to
Tahoe will showcase history in a fun and
entertaining way. Admission is free to all
visitors. Museums will be open from 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on both days.
Placer County, which straddles
the majestic Sierra Nevada, was home
to a thriving Native American culture, the
California Gold Rush, the construction of the
Transcontinental Railroad, and an agricultural
paradise, which shipped high quality fruit
around the world.
Activities at each museum are
varied. For example, visitors to the Roseville
Telephone Museum will see the history of
telecommunication, blacksmiths will be in
action at the Forest Hill Divide Museum, and
Native American stories can be heard at the
Maidu Museum. Hands on activities include
gold panning, biscuit making, and 19th century
games.
In Dutch Flat, Golden Drift Museum
docents will conduct half hour walking tours
of town on both Saturday and Sunday
starting at 11:00. The museum will offer light
refreshments. The Dutch Flat Store plans to
sell grilled hamburgers for lunch on Saturday
from 11:00 to 3:00.
As in past years, bus tours will be
available from Auburn for $10. On Saturday
the bus heads up the hill stopping at the
Skisport Museum, the Golden Drift Museum,
the Colfax Area Heritage Museum, and the
Forest Hill Divide Museum. On Sunday, the
bus goes to Lincoln Area Museum, Roseville
Carnegie Museum, Roseville Fire Museum,

the Roseville Telephone Museum, the Maidu
Museum, the Rocklin History Museum, and
the Griffith Quarry Museum.
Trail Guides will be available in June
at every museum and online. For complete
information visit theheritagetrail.blogspot.com
or call 1-530-889-6500.
Valley Museums - located in South Placer
Griffith Quarry Museum (Penryn)
Lincoln Area Archives Museum
Maidu Museum and Historic Site (Roseville)
Roseville Fire Museum
Roseville Historical Society Carnegie
Museum
Roseville Telephone Museum
Rocklin History Museum
Auburn Museums - within one mile of the
Historic Courthouse
Placer County Courthouse Museum
Bernhard Museum Complex
Gold Country Museum
Joss House Museum
Gold Country Medical History Museum
The Benton Welty School Room
Mountain Museums - located in the Sierra
Nevada and Lake Tahoe
Forest Hill Divide Museum
Colfax Area Heritage Museum
Golden Drift Museum
Donner Summit Historical Society Museum
Western SkiSport Museum (Boreal)
Gatekeeper’s Museum (Tahoe City)
Watson Cabin (Tahoe City)

“A lie can travel half way around the world
while the truth is putting on its shoes.”
― Mark Twain

Fire, continued from Page 14

from our water tank on the property. We had
an automatic leveler in the tank that would
cause the well water to be pumped to the
tank if the level reached a certain level. The
tank was always full. If the fire got to our
property and to our home we hoped they
would hook up their hoses to our hydrant
and water source. This was just the reason
my husband and I had installed it when we
first bought the remote property. We also got
a credit on our fire policy because we had a
hydrant located at our home.
I ran back to the van and realized that
I had loaded it up with useless unwanted
things. I quickly ran into the house and
grabbed photo albums, jewelry boxes, my
silver, my best china, and other mementos
that would never be replaced. I had done all
I could in the state of mind that I was in at
that time. The 2 dogs were just fine about
getting into the van. I had to box the cat up.
I decided to just let the chickens out of their
coop and pray for the best for them. I started
the van and headed down the hill to our
neighbors home to see if she was ready to
leave.
Our neighbors owned a Mustang
Fastback at the time. They also had four
cats, two parrots, and a tank of tropical fish,
plus a dozen or so chickens. With less than
fifteen minutes to go on the clock I pulled
into their driveway. Just in time to see Fran
attempting to stuff one of her chickens into
the Fastback that already had the cats and
parrots in the back with a partially emptied
fish tank on the front passenger seat!!! And
nothing else was in the car! I suddenly realized that my brain hadn’t gone as mushy
as Fran’s had under the stress. I jumped
out of the van and ran to her and freed the
chicken. I pulled her into her house and we
started grabbing those things that I knew
were really important to her: family photos,
etc. I pushed her to her car, threw stuff in the
crevices available inside the car and told her
to follow me.
We made it to town and settled in at
the community hall. My dogs were allowed
to come inside but the cats had to stay in
their carriers in the car. One of the volunteer women took Fran’s parrots to a quiet
room somewhere to keep them calm. And
we waited. While we waited I realized I was
still wearing my business suit and I had not
packed a single change of clothing, not even
underwear. I was still wearing my high heels.
How stupid is that?
Fran and I sat at a table with a pad of
paper and we decided to make a list of the
stuff WE SHOULD HAVE PACKED.

Community – Summer 2014
That’s just what we called that list and it
ended up looking something like this:
1) Insurance policies—homeowners,
personal property, and life policies
2) Marriage license, birth records, and
medical records
3) All valuable jewelry in a zip lock bag
4) Family photos and small mementos,
silver and china worth saving – got to be the
real stuff. We promised not to waste our time
on the less expensive replaceable stuff.
5) Five days of a change of clothing,
including underwear and shoes.
(EDITOR’S NOTE: Don’t forget prescription medications.)
About seven hours later, we were
told that the fire had been controlled and our
homes were no longer in danger. We were
free to return home. We called our husbands
who had finally made it to the coast and were
staying close to a phone booth for word from
us. A couple of the town firemen were driving
a large horse trailer over to the coast to pick
them up.
Fran and I headed back up the hill
to our homes. We were all so relieved to be
home again. We could still smell the smoke
but it was wonderful knowing we were no
longer in danger.
The following morning Fran and
Pete came to our home for breakfast. Fran
and I brought out the WE SHOULD HAVE
PACKED list and we all discussed it. We
had all made mistakes. Next time we were
going to be prepared. The arsonist was still
out there. We had to be ready for his next
attempt to destroy our piece of heaven on the
mountain top. We spent the next couple of
days packing boxes filled with the very items
on our list. We even packed a box for the
dogs and cat.
Those boxes sat against a wall in our
family room for the rest of the summer. I did
transfer my insurance policies, marriage,
birth, and medical records, along with my
jewelry into my safe deposit box at the bank.
I did not wear any jewelry the rest of that
summer.
We had three more evacuations
before the arsonist was finally captured and
sent away. But we had been prepared when
we got the calls. We were still frightened, but
we were prepared and organized. The boys
always went to town and came back with a
four-horse trailer so they would never have
to leave us again. The WE SHOULD HAVE
PACKED list stayed on our bulletin board for
years after that summer. We swore we would
always be ready. We were.

classified ads
HELP WANTED: Need workers to rake pine
needles and load in pickup. Pay $10.00 per
hour cash. Call 530-389-2179 or 530-3892890
HELP WANTED: Yark work in downtown
Dutch Flat. Mostly weeding and yard cleanup. $12/hour. Call 415-359-8380
HELP WANTED Yard work help wanted, 3
or 4 days in June. Mostly moving dirt and
rocks, and some help with planting, mixing
soils, etc. Will pay $12.50 an hour, or more,
based on experience. One or more references required. Call 530-389-8344 for more
details.
POSITION AVAILABLE: The Dutch Flat
Community Center is actively recruiting a
young adult from the community to act as a
Youth Ambassador. One of their roles will be
to write a column in the paper
describing the many activities and interests
of our area children as well as the local
schools Contact any Board member or
e-mail dfcc.newspaper@gmail.com.
POSITION AVAILABLE: Lifeguard,
Dutch Flat Swimming Pool. Requirements:
Completion of 11th grade of high school,
possession valid American Red Cross
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Lifeguard certificate, possession valid CPR
certificate, possession of valid Emergency
Medical Services Authority (EMSA) First Aid
certificate (any class fees will be paid by
pool operators) Must be available to work 7
days a week, 11:30 AM to 6:15 PM, June Sept 2, 2014. $12.38 per hour. Applications
must be submitted online at “www.
jobsatplacercounty.com”. Any questions,
e-mail “jobs@placer.ca.gov”.
Send your submissions to dfcc.newspaper@
gmail.com and be sure to include your
contact information (phone number and/or
e-mail.

DUTCH FLAT CHRONICLES
July 7, 1860
DUTCH FLAT ROUTE
We learn that a mule train will shortly
be placed upon the route between Dutch
Flat and Virginia City, for the purpose of
transporting goods between the two places.
Mr. Conner, of Dutch Flat, has already a
saddle train upon the route. This is undoubtably the most direct route from Sacramento
to the mines in the vicinity of Virginia City

Dutch Flat Community Center
933 Stockton Street, Dutch Flat CA 95714
Membership form
Name____________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________ State __________ Zip ______________
Phone ____________________________________________________________(optional)
E-mail________________________________________________________(optional - We’ll
send you updates on events, activities and volunteer requests)
Check donation amount
$15 _____ $25 ______ Other ______________
Check if you would like any or all of your donation dedicated to Pool Fund _______
									Building Fund _______
PLEASE MAIL YOUR DONATION TO THE DUTCH FLAT COMMUNITY CENTER,
P. O. BOX 14, DUTCH FLAT CA 95714
The Dutch Flat Community Center is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization and all
donations are tax deductible.

Jim Johnson
Dutch Flat Swimming Pool Community
Volunteer Clean up day
May 17, 2014
photos by Roxane Bertell
The future Board of Directors

Leland Lyter and Diane Star

