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ANNUAL EASTER EGG
HUNT

The annual Easter egg hunt will be
held on Saturday, March 31st. The event is
free to all and open to everyone. Local residents will be receiving a phone call to donate
a dozen decorated, hard-boiled eggs. The
eggs will be hidden by a team of bunny helpers the morning of the event..
Head Bunny, Debby McClatchy, coordinates the hiding of the eggs, cooking
and serving the lunch as well as handing out
prizes for the kids.
Activities start promptly at 11:00 at
the Dutch Flat Community Center however
the building opens at 10:30 so you can come
early. The kids will be given guidelines for
the egg hunt and then start searching for as
many eggs as they can find. Wonderful prize
baskets will be given to the kids who find the
most eggs as well as a special golden egg.
A wonderful luncheon of homemade
macaroni and cheese, meatballs, carrot
sticks and apple juice is provided. Everything
is free thanks to the generosity of the Center’s Childrens Fund. Lunch will be served to
everyone about noon.
The event will be held rain or shine. In
case of rain, eggs will be hidden inside the
Center. Bunny ears and tails encouraged as
are all ages.
Please contact Debby if you would like
to help with this fun event. Her phone number is 530-389-2120.
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California May Be Returning to Drought
Again and Sierra Snow
Droughts May Become
More Common

Last year was the first year the Community Center sponsored the art fair. We
had 34 vendors who paid to rent tables both
upstairs and downstairs. Conceived and
organized by Laura Glassco, the event turned
out to be more popular than we could have
imagined. Many of the vendors were happy
with the turnout and their sales and asked us
if we would host another fair.
The event date was set with the
thought of shopping for Mothers Day (May
13th), graduations, Fathers Day (June 17th)
or any other special occassion. Plan to come
by and see unique home-made art and food
items that have been created by the vendors.
You will be truly amazed and impressed at
the skill and imagination of the artists.
With doors opening at 10:00, there will
be morning pastries and beverages available
for purchase. To keep up your stamina for
shopping, we will be offering a “box lunch”
and soup for sale around noon.

By Jonathan Erdman
weather.com
February 02 2018
California's wet season is failing to
deliver significant snowpack in the Sierra Nevada, and that is raising concerns the state
may be slowly slipping back into drought just
one year after its historic five-year drought
ended. Despite a recent blanket of 1 to 2
feet of snow, snow cover in the Sierra is at
its lowest point in late January since the
peak of the state's multi-year drought in
2014 and 2015, according to an analysis
from NOAA's National Operational Hydrologic Remote Sensing Center.
Tahoe City, along the north shore of
Lake Tahoe, had picked up only 23.5 inches
of snow this season through Jan. 30, a season-to-date snowfall deficit of 70.5 inches, or
just under 6 feet.
The water content estimated in the
Sierra snowpack was only 30 percent of average for the date, according to the California Department of Water Resources. Three
automated SNOTEL sensors in the Sierra
– Leavitt Meadows, Mariette Lake and Rubicon – reported record low January 30 snow
water content, according to the National
Resources Conservation Service.
"We are currently on pace with the
poor snowpack years of 2014 and 2015,"
said Dr. Daniel McEvoy, regional climatolo-

Chart courtesy of Fox 40 News
Drought continued on Page 10
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Community Calendar
of Events
SPECIAL EVENTS
Saturday, March 31 - Easter Egg Hunt
Dutch Flat Community Center. 11:00-2:00
Sunday, April 1 - Easter Celebration, 10:00.
Service will include worship, communion,
and a special presentation by Jews for Jesus
called “Christ in the Passover”. Pioneer Union
Church, Gold Run. Call (530) 388-5575 for
more information.
Sunday, April 1 (Easter) - IOOF/Rebekah
pancake breakfast. 7:00-11:00 AM. IOOF
Hall, 32775 Main Street, Dutch Flat
Saturday, April 28 - Annual Western Night
presented by the Methodist Church. 6:009:00 PM. Dutch Flat Community Center, 933
Stockton Street.
Saturday, May 5 - 2nd Annual Spring Artisan
Faire - 10:00 Saturday, May 12 - Annual swimming pool
clean up day. Dutch Flat Swimming Pool,
Mattell Drive
Sunday, May 28 (Memorial Day weekend)
IOOF/Rebekah pancake breakfast. 8:0011:00 AM, IOOF Hall, 32775 Main Street,
Dutch Flat
ONGOING EVENTS
AA Meetings - Wednesdays
4-5:00 PM, Dutch Flat Methodist Church,
Stockton Street. For more information,
contact Elaine at 530-407-8492
Alta Attic - 1st, 3rd, and 4th
Thursdays 10:00 - 1:00. 2nd Saturdays,
10:00 - 1:00.
Bingo, Alta Community Center, 1st
Fridays, 7:00 PM - proceeds benefit the Alta
Volunteer Fire Department.
Dutch Flat Community Center
Board of Directors meeting 2nd Mondays,
6:00 PM - Dutch Flat Community Center.
Contact President Bob Kims, 530-389-8684)
Dutch Flat Community Center
Potluck 3rd Thursdays. Sept. - June,
6:00 PM - . Dutch Flat Community

Center, 933 Stockton St. Bring a
place setting and a dish to share.
Dutch Flat United Methodist Church
- 2nd Saturdays, 8:00 AM -10:00 AM- pancake breakfast
Dutch Flat United Methodist Church
- Sundays Fellowship Dinner, 5:00 PM and
Worship Service, 6:00 PM
Historical Society Board Meeting
Golden Drift Museum 1st Mondays - .
NFARA board meeting 3rd Tuesdays,
7:00 PM - , locations vary. For more, call Jim
Ricker, 530-389-8344
Pioneer Union Church, Gold Run
Sundays, 10:00 AM - , Sunday Service
Sierra First Baptist Church, Alta
Sundays, 11:00 AM - , worship service
Sierra First Baptist Church bible
study, Mondays 8:30 a.m., 33990 Alta Bonny
Nook Rd., Alta. Bible study. For more, call
530.389.2168
Sierra First Baptist Church, free
community lunch Mondays 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., 33990 Alta Bonny Nook Rd., Alta.
For more, call 530-389-2168
Sierra First Baptist Church Food
Pantry, Thursdays 10-Noon, 33990 Alta
Bonny Nook Rd., Alta. For more, call
530-389-2168

ALTA-DUTCH FLAT SCHOOL
IMPORTANT DATES
34050 Alta Bonnynook Road
530-389-8283
Monday, March 26-April 2 - Spring Break
Monday, May 28 - Memorial Day
Friday, June 1 - Last day of school

2018 COUNTY
OFFICE CLOSURES

Monday May 29 - Memorial Day
Tuesday July 4 - Independence Day
Monday September 4 - Labor Day
Monday October 9 - Columbus Day
Friday November 10 - Veterans Day Holiday
Thursday November 23 - Thanksgiving Day
Friday November 24 - Thanksgiving Holiday
Monday December 25 - Christmas Day

CORRECTION

In the last issue of Community, we
profiled the Board of Directors for the Center. I stated Roxane Bertell has one grown
daughter who lives out of the area. Roxane
has THREE grown children, Jamie Bridges
(41) who lives in Lancaster, Dustin Bridges
(38) who lives in Washington and Angel
Grillo (34) who was was born in Dutch Flat
and lives in Camarillo.
I regret the error and hope they will all
accept my apology.
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN
BY BOB KIMS
Hello again
neighbors and friends.
Before I get into this
column I want to post a
Thank You to Marybeth
Blackinton for reminding me when it is time
to write these columns
and for all of the other
reminders and coaching she does. She has
been a great help to me and is continuing to
help us run the Dutch Flat Community Center.
It can be hard to decide what to write
about in these columns but this time the decision was easy. We discovered an issue at
the DFCC that all members and our community need to be aware of. The entry area was
built with a wood floor supported by posts on
concrete piers. Unfortunately, many or all
of the piers have slipped and moved. This
needs to be corrected quickly before major
damage is done. A plan has been discussed
that requires lots of help from volunteers.
Our volunteer in charge of building maintenance, Jim Sanders, along with Ken Weatherwax will be installing temporary supports.
As soon as these temporary supports are
installed I will send out an email requesting
your help. We will be digging and removing
dirt from below to make spots for new piers.
Forms will be made and new piers will be
poured.
Another issue needing our attention is
the water that collects in the basement, the
water damages supports and items stored
there. We need to dig a deep ditch around
the outside of the building and put in a drain
system to take water away from the structure. The current drain system was buried
too shallow.
Some of these projects may be in progress or hopefully completed by the time this
paper is printed, we hope. If so I would like
to thank all of you that volunteered to help
with these projects. Our building, the Dutch
Flat School - now known as the Dutch Flat
Community Center - is a grand old building
that needs and deserves our constant upkeep and support. That upkeep requires any
and every bit of help we can get from volunteers. That is the only way to keep costs
down. If volunteers didn’t help with projects
we would have to hire people to do these
jobs. So, in order to keep our center and
the building standing, we need volunteers to
work and funds to pay for other work. This is
not news to most of you but this is an opportunity for me to remind our great community.

So please pitch in and help us when and
wherever you can.
By now, you’ve received our annual
membership renewal letters and calendars.
If you’ve already returned your donation,
thank you very much. If you haven’t had the
chance to return yours yet, we really need
you to donate what you can. Painting of the
building last year really put a dent in our bank
account and now, with repairs needed at the
foundation, we need your help more than
ever.
Don't forget our upcoming events in
the next few months for the enjoyment of
everyone as well as benefitting the Center.
You've probably already read the details on
the front page of this paper:
March 31 – Annual Easter egg hunt
May 6 – Annual Spring Artisans Faire
We will soon be scheduling a community meeting to discuss new rules the
Board is considering enacting at the July 4th
parade. We’ve had increasing problems with
water use that are taking us away from traditional values and fun and prevent children,
animals and others from participating in the
parade. We will announce the time and date
of the meeting when it is set. Please bring
your friends and family to join in the important
discussion.
Your Dutch Flat Community Center is
a wonderful meeting place and an example
and reminder of our community’s history. We
meet there once a month to share a pot luck
meal with our neighbors and friends. Getting
together with friends and meeting new friends
is one of the great benefits to living in small
communities such as ours. So please let’s all
work together to support our Center.

EDITORIAL
By Marybeth Blackinton
I retired after working 30 years for the
State and County. I continued doing various
part-time jobs in the area and saw the community as a unique place to live. Wonderful,
“salt of the earth” people who work hard to
keep their little corner of the world special.
Eventually, I found ways to volunteer that
would help. I have met so many intelligent
and fun people and now have my retirement
job as a volunteer.
As part of that, there are a number
of organizations that exist to maintain the
quality of life we have come to enjoy. These
organizations have no outside funding or paid
employees but are run by volunteers with donations from folks who realize the importance
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of supporting them.
The Dutch Flat swimming pool is run
by the Dutch Flat Pool Board with financial
help from donations to the non-profit organization Friends of the Dutch Flat Pool. The
pool is unique in its background and setting
and due to its age, needs constant maintenance. The volunteers have spent countless
hours working on meeting all the health and
safety requirements of the State and County.
The little museum evolved from the
hard work of Doug Ferrier and other dedicated volunteers to become the Golden Drift
Museum and Historical Society. The docents
and boards spend their time maintaining the
building, pictures and artifacts so that visitors
can learn about the fabulous history that created our communities.
The Dutch Flat Community Center was
formerly the only school in the area. After the
school district moved the school to Alta, the
building and grounds have been maintained
as a community center for use as a gathering place and park. Many volunteers work
hard to keep the old building standing and
useable. One of the services the Community
Center provides is the quarterly publication of
this newspaper. The printing and distribution
charges are not covered by the advertisers.
And have you ever read and used these advertisers? They provide services from legal
help to roofing to dental to veterinarian to real
estate to notary services.
All three of these facilities have agreements with Placer County for some assistance with minor amounts of maintenance.
However, the County doesn’t do enough to
keep them useable without the help of the
volunteers. Have you read the museum, pool
or Community Center’s columns in this paper
yet? All of them are calling for volunteers to
help.
Many people who live in the area are
retired or part-time residents with primary
homes in other areas. It is disheartening to
feel so many people live and spend time in
our area without having closer involvement.
There seems to be a tendency for some
people to only live in their world without exploring next door or knowing your neighbors.
An example of that is finding this newspaper
- which is distributed for free to all post office
box holders in Dutch Flat, Gold Run, Alta and
Emigrant Gap – discarded in the post offices
without having been read. Many volunteers
take their time to prepare stories for the
paper and to provide information regarding
special events, activities, and information of
benefit to our communities.
With many retired residents living
here, it would seem we have an endless
Editorial ontinued on Page 4

Page 4

w Community - Spring 2018

Editor continued from Page 3

source of volunteers to draw from to help with
all of these deserving organizations. But all
of us are struggling and seem to be drawing
from the same pool of generous folks. That
creates burnout for everyone.
Another problem is the lack of available “next generationers” to assume the roles
of those who are wanting a break from their
many years of volunteering. We realize they
have jobs out of the immediate area and
young families with sports and school activities. But who will carry on the work when all
of the older generation is physically unable to
do it?
The common denominator here is the
need for volunteers, young and old. If you
are reading this and never volunteered to
help, please consider donating a few hours
here and there: the pool, the museum, the
Community Center and their respective
Boards of Directors who meet monthly to
keep up with the projects. It is rewarding to
become part of something special to all of
us. Do you have special construction skills
or knowledge, have computer skills or are
just willing to participate? How about meeting new people? We need everyone’s help
to keep these special parts of our communities available for our generation and hopefully
generations to come.

GOLDEN DRIFT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND
MUSEUM NEWS
By Anne Holmes
As we plan for another season at the
museum, I would like to report our year-end
totals. In 2017, the museum was open 70
days, we had 819 visitors, and the volunteers
logged 790 hours. That includes opening
for off-season and mid-week visitors. This

season, our museum will again be open on
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays plus the
three Summer holidays of Memorial Day, July
4th and Labor Day from noon to 4 PM.
We have 26 dedicated docents that allow us to enjoy the museum all summer long.
There is always room for one more if you
are interested. We ask that you work one or
two days a month and several of our docents
work more. If you are interested please contact Anne Holmes at (530) 823-1341.
The first day of the season will be
Friday May 25, and we will be open on the
Memorial Day weekend through Monday
May 28, 2018. Our annual Open House is
on Saturday May 26 from 2 to 4 pm. As
always, there will be food and beverages
served. The other special date this year is
the Heritage Trail Day set for Saturday
July 28, 2018. On that day we are open from
10-4 and will have a cemetery tour, town tour
and, new this year, maps and descriptions of
landmarks in our area of the historic Lincoln
Highway and Highway 40. More information
will be available as we get closer to the date.
The County Museum Department has
been focused on opening up two new museums in Auburn. The DeWitt Museum just
celebrated its Grand Opening on February
27 and the Gold Rush Museum, located on
Lincoln Way, which has been open but under construction for two years, is now almost
complete.
We are looking forward to working with
the department to make changes to our museum’s displays and refresh the photographs
and wording. This will be an ongoing project
that will take a several years to complete.
The first changes are coming next year with a
railroad display featuring a diorama of the Secret Town Trestle created by our own Steve
Bush. This is planned to coincide with the
150th anniversary of the completion on the
railroad on May 10, 1869.
Our Historical Society now has a web

site. Look online at www.goldendrift.org. We
hope, in time, that it becomes a good resource for all. One of the pages is a picture
gallery. If you have pictures of the local area,
either past or present, that you would like
to see on the website, please send them in
.JPEG format to info@goldendrift.org.
We also are looking to fill two openings on our Board of Directors. It may sound
daunting to be on the Board, but I assure
you, we have a fun group and the jobs that
we do are low key and interesting. You won’t
have to be a docent and you don’t have to
be a historian; you just have to appreciate
our history and work with us to help preserve
our area’s important part of California history
alive. If you are interested please contact us.
Sarah Sunderland-Fugate at 530-389-2121
or Anne at 530-823-1341.
See you at the Museum!

DUTCH FLAT SWIMMING
POOL News
By Mike Mutto
Dutch Flat Pool Board
Mark your Calendars
With Spring around the corner, the Dutch
Flat Swimming Pool Board of Directors
would like to provide a few updates and let
everybody know a few dates to consider.
The annual pool clean-up will be held on
Saturday, May 12th. As everybody knows,
we need all the community help and support
we can get that day, cleaning up the grounds
in preparation for the opening. Please tell a
friend, and if possible, bring rakes, shovels,
a wheelbarrow, gloves, etc. As in the past, a
wonderful, gourmet, dog & burger lunch will
be provided.
After lunch we will be holding a Board of
Directors meeting on site that we would like
to encourage any and all community members to attend. We need your input and ideas
to maintain the quality of service we strive to
deliver and would really appreciate any suggestions regarding pool grounds improvements the locals would like to see.
One of our goals this year is to have the
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pool up and running by Saturday, May 26th
for use on Memorial weekend (hoping it’s
pleasant weather). We are also working on
Red Cross, WSI training for a couple of the
lifeguards to re-introduce swimming lessons
for the younger children. Details will be posted at a later date with dates and times. (We
anticipate there will be a small fee.)
Thanks to generous contributions and the
overwhelming support for the resurrection
of the BBQ to benefit the pool last summer,
we will be able to fund a few things this year
that we normally could not do with the budget provided by the County. With volunteer
help, we are re-building the volleyball court,
repairing the old split rail fence, adding a few
creature comforts to the deck, and installing a
new septic system that has been a long time
needed. We are also working with the County
to secure funding for a complete resurfacing
of the pool bottom at the end of this summer
season. Future upgrades to the bathroom
facilities are also in the works thanks to the
generosity of all our contributors.
The “Friends of the Dutch Flat Pool” will
again sponsor the highly popular BBQ this
year. For all those interested, the event will
be held on Saturday, July 28th. With last
year’s success, thanks to all of you, this
year’s mixed grille BBQ should prove to be
a little bigger and little better, for the same
$25.00 ticket price. Details will also be posted
later on the pool’s Facebook page, at the
Dutch Flat store and post office. Ticket sales
will start earlier this year so let your friends
know this is an event they don’t want to miss!
In addition, Board member Jerry
Reioux appeared before the County Board of
Supervisors in January to provide testimony
regarding the need for additional County
assistance in light of substantial increases
in pool users who reside out of the tax assessment district, which partially funds the
pool. The Board has an excellent working
relationship with Andy Fisher of the County
Parks Department and his team, but it was
important for the Supervisors to know firsthand from a community member about the
challenges we face when the Board allocates
resources for future park and recreation facilities. Thanks, Jerry!
In closing, on behalf of all the Alta,
Dutch Flat and Gold Run townsfolk, we would
like to sincerely thank Toni Fonseca for all of
her years of support on the pool board. She
has recently retired from the board and will
be really hard, if not impossible to replace.
Thanks again, Toni, for all you have done
for the community and the pool itself. Doug
would be proud of you!
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50th Annual White
Elephant Sale Golden
Anniversary Planning
September 1 and 2 mark the golden
anniversary for the annual White Elephant
Sale, the largest fund-raiser the Center has.
We are, once again, putting out a request for
your time and help putting on this enourmous
event.
We have donations we have kept from
previous years as well as donations that we
have been accepting since then. We need
help moving them from storage to the display
rooms, sorting acceptable items from those
we don’t feel meet our standards and cleaning them to like-new condition, pricing for
sale and displaying all the items in the designated area.
As many of you know, we have many
departments in order to draw customers to
our sale. In addition to the Collectibles and
General Store areas on the main floor, we
have holiday decorations, Linens ‘n’ Things
and clothing upstairs. Outside are the garden department as well as toys, the “Man
Cave” and furniture items on the tennis
courts.
With all these departments, you can
tell we have a lot to do and need a lot of
volunteers. If you are unable to help work,
maybe you can stop by with food to feed the
volunteers who are working on the preparations.
If you would like to help, please contact Bob Kims, 530-389-8684 (bobkat72@
att.net) or Michelle Hancock, 530-389-2892
(mah95701@att.net).
Since this is our 50th year, we need
your help celebrating in a grand fashion and
bringing in more money than ever!

Easter Service in
Gold Run
The Pioneer Union Church in Gold
Run will have their Easter service on Sunday, April 1st at 10am. The celebration will
include worship, communion, and a special
presentation by Jews for Jesus called “Christ
in the Passover”. Call (530) 388-5575 for
more information

ANNUAL WESTERN Night
By Joe Hoffman
►►
Dust off your hats and boots. The 29th
annual Western Night is coming soon. Saturday, April 28 is the date and 5:30 is the time
dinner starts. At 6:30 we start singin’ and at
7:00 the show starts. There’s more to Western Night than cowboys this year, so we’ll be
singin’ and playin’ a lot more old-time “Americana” folk music to get a broader picture of
our past.
Dutch Flat’s own talented Deb McClatchy and her family will be singin’, playin’
banjos, guitars, and who knows what else to
take us back to the good old days that made
the West so great! We top it off with some of
our beloved Western Night poets. Our own
Mark Watson and Heidi Suter will be joining
the music-making team.
Dinner will be perfectly barbequed tritips and chicken, in addition to traditional side
dishes to make a complete meal with your
choice of several kinds of fresh-baked pies!
Right after dinner the entertainment starts
with an old-time sing-along with the words
all printed out. There will be door prizes, so
hang on to your ticket!
The location is the Dutch Flat Community Center, 933 Stockton Street, across
from the Dutch Flat United Methodist Church
who sponsor Western Night. Prices: adults,
$16; children under 12, $8; and a family-cap
of $44 (parents & children under 12). Reservations are limited and may be purchased
in advance at the Dutch Flat Trading Post
and at the Methodist churches in Colfax and
Meadow Vista after the Sunday morning
services. To make a reservation and pick up
your tickets at the door, or for more info, call
530-389-8718.
Yippee-aye-o-ky-a! Bring your fam’ly
our way!

Page 6

w Community - Spring 2018
REAL ID is Coming to
California
Placer County Public
Information Office

I80 Bridge Rehabilitation
and Replacement Project
update
By Liza Whitmore, Caltrans Public
Information Officer
February 22, 2018 The I-80 Bridge Rehabilitation and Replacement Project (032F570) is progressing through the stages of
project development. The Project Development Team (PDT) met today to review community feedback, listen to the value analysis
study results and seek input from Caltrans
experts (structures, project planning, etc.).
Previous discussions regarding the
Crystal Springs overcrossing bridge included
removal or replacement. The PDT decided
that it would be replaced. There will no longer
be a sidewalk on the bridge. Instead, 8-foot
shoulders will provide safe space for any
pedestrians or bicyclists.
For more information, feel free to contact Project Manager Rodney Murphy (rodney.murphy@dot.ca.gov, 530-741-5127) or
Liza Whitmore (liza.whitmore@dot.ca.gov).

How the REAL ID Act Impacts Californians
Beginning October 1, 2020, the Federal government will require your driver license
or identification (ID) card to be REAL ID compliant if you wish to use it as identification to
board an airplane or enter military bases and
most federal facilities. The California DMV
began offering a Federal compliant “REAL
ID” driver license or ID card as an option to
customers on January 22, 2018.
If you have a U.S. Passport, passport
card, military ID or other form of Transportation Safety Administration (TSA) approved
identification, these documents will still be
accepted to board an airplane. Federally
compliant identification will also be required
to access military bases and most federal
facilities.
The federal REAL ID Act of 2005 was
passed in response to the events of 9/11. For
more on the REAL ID Act, visit the Department of Homeland Security website.
Do I need a REAL ID?
The California DMV is offering two different types of cards: REAL ID Compliant DL/
ID cards and Federal Non-Compliant DL/ID
cards.
REAL ID Compliant DL/ID cards allow
applicants to use it as identification to
board an airplane as well as enter military
bases and most federal facilities. (Note:
This card is not needed until October 1,
2020.)
Federal Non-Compliant DL/ID cards will
consist of:
All DL/ID cards other than REAL ID Compliant DL/ID cards including DLs issued
pursuant to AB 60.
The Federal compliant REAL ID driver
license or ID card is optional and only one
Federal compliant REAL ID card may be
issued (DL or ID).
If you have a valid US Passport or US
Passport Card, military ID, or other federally approved identification, you may use this
as your form of identification to pass a TSA
checkpoint at airports nationwide and visit a
secure Federal building or military installations at any time. Make sure to check with the
federal facility/military base before you visit to
verify their identification requirements.
There is no need to rush into a DMV
field office. A valid California driver license or
ID card can be used to board a commercial
flight or enter secure federal facilities until
October 1, 2020.

If you know you will not be boarding
a domestic flight or visiting a secure federal
facility or military base, you do not need a
REAL ID driver license or ID card. You do
not need a federal compliant REAL ID driver
license or ID card to do any of the following:
• Drive
• Apply for or receive federal benefits
(Veterans Affairs, Social Security Administration, etc.)
• Enter a federal facility that does not
require ID (i.e. a post office)
• Visit a hospital or receive life-saving
services
How Do I Prepare to Apply for a REAL ID
Card?
A DMV field office visit is required to
apply for the new REAL ID card. To apply for
a REAL ID card, you must do the following:
• Make an appointment (recommended) to
visit a field office.
• Provide proof of identity, such as a certified U.S. birth certificate, valid U.S.
passport, employment authorization
document, permanent resident card or
foreign passport with an approved form
I-94. Note: laminated documents will not
be accepted (except a permanent resident card that can be laminated)
• Show a California residency document
that includes your physical California
resident address. Documents addressed
to a PO Box must include the physical
resident address on documents (for example utility bills).
• Present proof of your Social Security
number, such as a SSN card (not laminated), W-2, or paystub with your full
SSN. (Note: You can request a replacement Social Security card online.)
Note: Name change documents, such as a
marriage certificate or divorce decree, may
be required if your identity document name
(birth certificate) is different than the name
on your application. See name change document information below.
The DMV began offering customers the option to apply for a REAL ID driver
license or ID card on January 22, 2018.
Married, Divorced, or Name Change? You
may need to provide a name change document.
Name change document(s), such
as a marriage certificate, may be required
to issue a REAL ID driver license or ID card
in your true full name. If the name on your
identity document is different from the name
you provided on your application, you must
submit a document that establishes your true
full name, for example:
• Adoption documents that contain the legal
names as a result of adoption.
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•

A name change document that contains
the legal name both before and after the
name change.
• Marriage certificate.
• A certificate, declaration, or registration
document verifying the formation of a domestic partnership.
• Dissolution of marriage/domestic partnership document that contains the legal
name as a result of the court action.
Note: Multiple name change documents may
be needed if your name has changed multiple
times.
REAL ID Checklist
Use the REAL ID interactive checklist to gather the documents you will need to
apply for a California REAL ID driver license
or ID card. Note: California law requires an
applicant to provide true full name, which is
the name that will appear on your physical DL
or ID card.
1. Valid, unexpired U.S. passport or passport card.
2. Certified copy of U.S birth certificate
(issued by a city, county, or state vital
statistics office).
3. U.S. Certificate of Birth Abroad or Consular Report of Birth Abroad of U.S.
Citizen.
4. Unexpired foreign passport with valid
U.S. Visa and approved I-94 form.
5. Certified copy of birth certificate from a
U.S. Territory.
6. Certificate of Naturalization or Certificate
of U.S. Citizenship.
7. Valid, unexpired Permanent Resident
Card.
8. Valid/unexpired Employment Authorization Document (EAD) Card (I-766) or
valid/expired EAD Card with Notice of
Action (I-797 C).
To apply for a REAL ID card, you must
present one identity document, which shows
your date of birth, true full name, and identity.
Select ONE document you will use. Select a
document that has your current true full name
(first, middle and last). An original document
or certified copy is required.

HIKING WITH PEGGY
Wildflower Hikes
By Peggy Ewing
TABLE MOUNTAIN HIKE
Since Spring is just around the corner,
I decided I would write about wildflower hikes.
We went to Table Mountain near Oroville
many times. Timing is an important aspect
depending on the weather. The Sacramento
Bee usually writes an article when the flowers
are at their fullest, which is helpful. (It’s
usually around the first week of April).
According to the internet, Table
Mountain is known for the abundance and
diversity of flowers. It has wildflowers,
waterfalls, rare types of vernal pools and
cows. One time we even found a skeleton of
a cow’s skull. There are no trails, you walk
on volcanic lava.
March 18, 2008: Hikers: Shirley Beedy,
Michael Barham, Margie Dolezal, Anna
Ewing, Peggy Ewing, Nancy Harvey, Joanne
Hesse, Connie Heilaman, Lucinda Ingram,
Audrey James, Mary Ann Marker & friend
Zee, Peggy Potter, Ione Parrish, Sally Towle,
Virginia Wolfe.
We met at Hwy. 174 and Rollins
Lake Rd. (Unfortunately, there’s no parking
available there anymore.) We proceeded on
Hwy. 174 to Hwy. 70 in Oroville and exited
on Grand Ave. At the bottom, we turned
right and then drove about one mile to Table
Mountain Rd where we turned left. A Valero
gas station was on one corner and a 7-11
across the street. We went 0.2 miles and
turned right on Cherokee Rd. We continued
on Cherokee Rd for about 6.5 miles toward
the covered bridge sign then went up the hill
to the left and continued for a ways until we
saw a gravel parking lot on the left. (There
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was a cattle loading rig and two Porta
Potties.)
Michael and Mary Ann brought their
compasses as we were told to go northwest
from the big oak tree near the parking lot
to find the Phantom Falls and a memorial
plaque. Eventually, we found the canyon
where the falls and plaque are. Shirley told
us that the plaque was for her son Ted’s
friend.
Many early flowers were out, but the
Lupines were just beginning to bloom. We
were probably a little early this year.
April 19, 2011
We usually found our own way
discovering what the area had to offer but on
this trip we had a docent, David Popp, and
his grandson, Kenny, that we had met on a
previous hike and he volunteered to lead us.
We had 17 hikers that day: Anna
Ewing, Peggy Ewing, Lucinda Ingram, Bill
Gallaher, Andrey James and friend, Gail, Kim
& Laura Glassco, Mike & Peggy Potter, Ken
& Betty Fetherston, Margie Dolezal, Laura
Kendall, Sally Towle, docent and grandson.
We all met at McDonalds in the
Oroville Dam Shopping Center where we
had coffee. From there we headed north to
Table Mountain on Hwy. 70. We all started
off together with David (our docent guide).
He was very informative about the area and
all the wildflowers. So many gorgeous colors
in abundance: yellow, blue, pink, purple, etc.
Too many to name. We did get scattered,
but most ended up at Phantom Falls and had
our lunches there, except the Potters, Anna &
Lucinda. They had their own adventure.
Going back to the cars, we saw more
waterfalls and, of course, more beautiful
Hiking continued on Page 8
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LOCAL EXPERTISE WITH A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

Trust award winning agents with proven results.
We live here and love the local mountain lifestyle!
What is important to you is important to us, so when
experience and integrity count, contact us for a free
no obligation estimate of value on your property or
for a list of available properties to purchase.

Hiking continued from Page 7
flowers.
I understand beginning this year there
is a charge now at Table Mountain. We were
so fortunate with no charge for many years.
On the way home from our hike,
eight of us went to Gridley to the Casa
Lupe Restaurant. Margie had shown us
this restaurant before and we all liked it.
Participants were: Ken & Betty Fetherston,
Margie Dolezal, Laura Kendall, Sally Towle,
Lucinda Ingram, Anna Ewing & Peggy Ewing.
There was a Mexican bakery in the store
next door to the restaurant and Anna & Sally
bought some cookies and cake to take home.
Our favorite fruit stand on Hwy 70 was
closed by the time we got there. It closed at
5pm. We were disappointed.
WINDY POINT HIKE
April 21, 1998. Eight hikers started out:
Anna Ewing, Ken & Virginia Wolfe, Dick &
Sally Towle & dog Indy, Shirley Beedy and
her cousin, Barbara with her dog Sullivan
from Fairfield, and Peggy Ewing.
We went west on I-80 to Colfax. We
went back over the freeway and turned right,
then left on Iowa Hill Rd. We drove to the
bottom and crossed over the North Fork of
the American River on the Iowa Hill Bridge.
A small campground was on the left. We
continued up the hill on the narrow road until
we saw two wooden posts – about the 3rd
turnout on the right. The trail began there. It
was very narrow and steep in many places
and we could see the river down below us
and it was worrisome when the big German
Shepard dog, Sullivan went around us.
First, Sally and Anna decided they did not
want to go any further, so they turned back.
Then Dick felt he should be with Sally, so
he followed with their dog, Indy. Barbara
& Virginia were next to leave with Sullivan.
Only Shirley, Ken and Peggy continued. It
wasn’t much further and we saw the most
spectacular poppies and lupines. We had
never seen anything like it. The others that
turned back went to Chamberlain Falls, not
far away.
April 25, 1998 - Five hikers: Four days later,
this was not our regular day, but Shirley
wanted to go back to take pictures, as
she did not have her camera on Tuesday.
Michael and Joan Charlson and Sue Hughs
went with Shirley and Peggy. It only took us
35 minutes to get to the poppies & lupines.
They were still just as exceptional as when
we saw them on Tuesday. Many pictures
were taken. We had heard that the trail
continued and since it was such a short
distance to the poppies, we decided to try to
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find where the trail continued. We went past
the poppies but we didn’t get very far due to
a creek that we could not cross, so we turned
around and went back. We just took our time
and saw rafters going down the river. We
also met some other hikers on the trail since
this was a weekend.
We didn’t realize how fortunate we
were to see the flowers in full bloom those
days, as we have gone back and they have
never lived up to the the times we went that
April. Don’t bother to go if it is cloudy and no
sun as the poppies will not be opened.
Other hikers that have been to Windy
Point with us: Janet Waters, Virginia Wolfe,
Cecil Wood, Mary Ann Marker, Marilyn
Gregory, Lucinda Ingram, Julie Tannehill.

COD FISH FALLS HIKE
April 26, 2011 - 13 hikers plus 7 others for
lunch: Anna Ewing, Sally Towle, Peggy
Ewing, Kim and Laura Glassco with their two
dogs, Audrey James, Mike and Peggy Potter,
Jerry and Margie Dolazal, Don Harvey, Bob
DeBarger, Julie Tannehill with her dog Sadie.
We drove west on I-80 and exited

on Weimar Cross Road, turned left then
right on Ponderosa Road to Cod Fish Falls
trailhead. The road was graded, the best we
had ever see it, but now there was a $10.00
parking fee. The falls are only 1.5 miles from
the parking area, but on the way back, you
can walk along the river for as long as you
like. The flowers were exceptional with the
yellow mimulus (Monkey Flower) so plentiful.
The falls were so full and rushing but we did
not have our lunch there since we would be
meeting others for lunch at the Ponderosa
Bar and Cafe.
We had to be careful to look out for
Poison Oak as it was growing everywhere.
Many ticks today and unfortunately Julie had
one on her arm.
We met the others at noon at the
Ponderosa Bar and Cafe. They were: Dick
Towle, Marilyn DeMarco, Jim Ewing, Michael
Barham & Bob Ewing. Ken & Virginia came
a little later, so Anna, Sally & Peggy stayed to
keep them company.
The owner, Bill Velican, cooked our
hamburgers and put the fixings out on a
table for us to put whatever we wanted on
them. Anna brought cookie bars for dessert
& Peggy brought Chocolate Easter candy.
Good food, nice company! Bill Velican told
us that he would be closing the middle of
June due to all the new fees & regulations.
That made us very sad, as we had been
going there whenever we went on the Cod
Fish Falls Trail. Sometimes just for a soda.
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Updated Website
After many years of outdated information on the Community Center’s website, the
history of the building has finally been updated to include much more information about
the construction of the building and the creation of the Dutch Flat Community Club which
evolved to the present-day Dutch Flat Community Center. Much of the information was
obtained from various documents prepared
about 20 years ago (in time for the 100th anniversary of the construction of the building in
1898) by members of that Board of Directors
including Janet Fonseca.
Please make sure to look at our website (dutchflatcc.org) and read the “About”
section.
The “Calendar. Events and Projects”
section keeps you informed off all our activities and projects.
Information, rates and the Rental
Agreement form are available in order to rent
the building for your event.
If you’ve never taken the time to view
the site, you will find all kinds of information
about our operations as well as the Board of
Directors meeting agendas and minutes and
previous issues of this newspaper in downloadable PDF format.
Please contact us if you would like us
to include something else on our website.

Page 10

w Community - Spring 2018

Drought continued from Page 1

gist at the Western Regional Climate Center's
Desert Research Institute. McEvoy said
November's atmospheric river event brought
heavy precipitation, but high snow levels with
little snow accumulation below 8,000 feet in
the northern Sierra.
Then came a much drier period after
mid-December during which little precipitation fell anywhere in California, according to
McEvoy.
This is a stunning turn around from
one year ago when feet of snow buried the
Sierra January into February and March.
Reservoir Levels Still High
Spring and summer snowmelt of Sierra
snowpack is a crucial element to California's
water supply, recharging reservoirs during the
state's dry summer and early fall. While the
current paltry Sierra snowpack is worrisome,
it's not yet time to sound the alarm for another California drought, thanks in part to California's record wettest water year one year ago.
With the exception of Lake Oroville,
being held lower as a precaution after last
winter's spillway damage, most of the state's
main reservoirs are near or well above average for late January.
So the concern is that if the Sierra
snowpack remains low the rest of the wet
season, snowmelt recharge in reservoirs
would also be low when water use soars during California's hot, dry summer.
Any Relief Ahead?
The culprit of this rather dry winter in
California is a familiar one: namely, a dome of
high pressure aloft forms either over California, or just off the West Coast. This blocking
high pressure ridge diverts the jet stream carrying wet, Pacific storms well to the north into
Canada or the Pacific Northwest, leaving the
Golden State high and dry.
While this pattern is expected to persist into mid-February, there is some hope on
the horizon. Using Tahoe City as an example, roughly 48 percent of the season's snow
– another roughly 89 inches of snow – typically falls from February until the dry season
kicks in.

"It is common to have wet periods
in the late winter and spring after extended
dry periods," said McEvoy. "I will say that a
snowy March is fairly common during La Niña
years. The spring 2011-12 season ended as
a drought year, but was saved from being
one of the worst (driest) winters on record by
a wet and snowy March."
But meteorologsists are quick to warn
this so-called miracle March is no guarantee.
Veteran California meteorologist Jan Null
pointed out in a blog post that no wet season
that has started out this dry in the Sierra has
finished with at least average precipitation.
Snow Droughts are an Increasing Concern
Sierra snow droughts may become
more common in the future, according to
recent studies. One study released in November 2017, lead by Dr. Benjamin Hatchett
of the Western Regional Climate Center's
Desert Research Institute, found snow levels have risen over the past 10 years in
the northern Sierra. In other words, Pacific
storms are producing more rain at increasingly higher elevations – due to warmer ocean
water near the coast warming the air above
it – and atmospheric rivers, the narrow bands
of deep moisture from the tropics ahead of
some Pacific storms.
These so-called warm snow droughts
are particularly bad not only in the lack of
snow generated at high elevations, but also
the melting of existing snowpack leading to
early runoff. If Sierra snowpack is a savings
account for California's water, think of these
events as depleting the savings account before it can be tapped in spring or summer.
If that wasn't enough, the blocking
weather pattern dominating recent dry winters in California may be happening more
often. With California's ground water supply
tapped during the five-year drought not nearly
replenished, all eyes will be on the rest of this
spring to see if another miracle March can
stop the state from sliding into drought once
again.
Jonathan Erdman is a senior meteorologist at weather.com and has been an incurable weather geek since a tornado narrowly
missed his childhood home in Wisconsin at
age 7. Follow him on Facebook and Twitter.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
FORUM TO ADDRESS HIGH
COST OF LIVING IN
PLACER COUNTY
Placer Community Foundation
Press Release
March 7, 2018
The County of Placer, in collaboration
with Placer Community Foundation (PCF),
will be hosting an affordable housing forum
Tuesday, March 20th from 4:00 to 6:00pm
at the Placer County CDRA Building. Community members are invited to attend and
engage in a discussion around what tools are
available to help address this issue locally.
With high median home prices and
extremely low vacancy rates in the rental
market, 54% of households in Placer County
can't afford a home in our community. This
housing workshop will focus on small-scale,
high-quality infill residential projects that fall
on the spectrum between low-density, singlefamily neighborhoods and large, high-density
apartment complexes. Examples will include
bungalow courts, duplexes, live/work units
and other attainable housing types for low
to middle-income-earning households in the
community. Very few of these types of houses
have been built in recent years due in part to
regulatory constraints, automobile-dependent
development trends and incentives for singlefamily home ownership.
“We are pleased to see the County
engage a consultant to help them develop
strategies to increase the supply of affordable
housing” said Placer Community Foundation
CEO, Veronica Blake. “Property owners, real
estate professionals, builders and developers
are encouraged to attend and give feedback
to the County and their consulting team to
help inform their decision making,” she noted.
Attendees will be invited to participate
in a discussion of challenges and opportunities to develop diverse housing types within
unincorporated Placer County. In attendance
will be the County of Placer and their planning experts from Environmental Science
Associates (ESA) and economists from BAE
Urban Economics.
The event is open to all community
members with suggested attendees including
property owners, city and county elected officials and staff, planning commission members, municipal advisory commission members, real estate professionals, residential
design professionals, builders, funding agencies, housing stakeholders, and residents
who are interested in creating housing types
that are the most fitting in their community.
The venue is located at 3091 County
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Center Drive (off Bell Road) in Auburn. To
register for the event, go to http://placercf.org/
event/housing-forum.
About Placer Community Foundation
Placer Community Foundation (PCF) grows local giving to strengthen our community by connecting donors
who care with causes that matter. Known for sound
financial management and knowledge of the nonprofit
sector, the Community Foundation continually monitors the region to better understand the nature of local
needs, so that it can help donors invest in areas such
as arts and culture, education, health and human services, and the environment. In an effort to raise awareness of the lack of affordable housing in the county,
the foundation started the PlacerHousingMatters.org
project, which is made possible in part by grants from
The California Wellness Foundation, Community 1st
Bank, and U.S. Bank. To learn more about establishing
charitable funds, visit placercf.org, contact Veronica
Blake at vblake@placercf.org, or call 530-885-4920.

GREAT HOMES OF
THE PAST
By Marybeth Blackinton
As you drive northeasterly on Main
Street in Dutch Flat from Stockton Street, you
pass several stately homes that have been
lovingly maintained over the decades. Not
far from downtown is 32920 Main Street, currently owned by the Hughs family.
Doug Hughs and his wife, Joy, travel
from the Bay area frequently to spend as
much time as they can in the home that was
purchased by his grandparents. William F.
and Ruby Hughs paid $250 in gold in 1923
to J. T. Patrick. The deed showing the $250
purchase price is proudly displayed on a wall
in the kitchen.
At the time of its construction in ap-

ing a separate building, they would not need
to have access to the main house. A more
reasonable explanation is because wood fire
was used for cooking, the chance of a fire
escaping the stove was very probable. If a
fire occurred, by limiting it to just the kitchen,
the main house would be spared and a new
kitchen built at a fraction of the cost of an entire house. The previous kitchen is now used
as a wood shed.
It is believed the house was built by
one of the Patrick family who lived there until
1923. (Members of the family are shown on
the front porch in the picture.) The Patricks
also built a house that was located uphill and
on the opposite side of Main Street from this
house. The decendents of the Patricks still
use that house when they stay in the area.
William F. Hughs was born in 1880,
had two brothers (Joseph and Jessie) and
worked in several fields of employment during the depression of the 1900’s. He worked
on the railroad, as a miner and doing odd
jobs that could be found. The Hughs had two
children, William J. and Audrey, who grew up
and attended school in Dutch Flat. Audrey
ended up marrying Bliss Forbes. They lived
in the house during the 60’s and 70’s. William J. had twin sons, Doug and Will.
William J. Hughs also worked different jobs that took him away from Dutch Flat
for long periods of time. Upon his retirement in 1985, he and wife, Sue, settled in
the house full time and performed extensive
remodeling. The house has 3 bedrooms and
2 bathrooms in approximately 1600 sq. ft. It
remains in practically the same layout as the
original house except for the 2nd story deck
(as shown in the picture). The deck was removed and now all that remains of it are the
doors in one of the upstairs bedrooms that

		
		
		
proximately 1867, the kitchen was located in
a separate building to the side of the main
house (as shown in the picture). There are
several theories for the separation. One was
the reduction of heat in the main house from
food preparation during the warm months.
However it would seem that you would want
the heat from the kitchen to spread to the
rest of the house in the cold months. Another idea would be hired help was usually
responsible for food preparation and by hav-
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were the primary access to the deck.
As many of you know, upkeep on
these old houses requires time and money.
This house has been preserved and remains
a beautiful piece of Dutch Flat’s history.

SAVE YOUR MONEY

Don’t buy home health equipment
or supplies until you check the
Dutch Flat Community Center

We will gladly loan or donate supplies
Wheelchairs * Walkers * Bedside supplies
Crutches * Canes * commodes
		
First aid and more
		
		

contact Marybeth Blackinton,
530-389-8393

Page 12

w Community - Spring 2018

Deadly Diseases and the
Dutch Flat Cemeteries
By Debby McClatchy
The saddest area of the Dutch Flat
cemeteries lies in the front right hand side
of the Odd Fellows' plots and contains the
graves of fourteen children, all who perished
by the age of eight. Their parents were all
owners of public businesses frequented by
large groups of people: the Fergusons of the
Dutch Flat Opera House, the Seffens family of the Dutch Flat Hotel, and the Fallers,
owners of the Faller Hotel up by the railroad
tracks. This hotel blew up, along with a
steam engine, in 1898, but the two Faller children were killed in unrelated accidents. The
other twelve children succumbed to the eight
deadly diseases whose epidemics routinely
raged through California in the nineteenth
century. These were cholera, malaria, measles, whooping cough, diphtheria, typhoid
fever, smallpox, and scurvy.
The two Dutch Flat cemeteries, the
fraternal and the public, hold about sixteen
hundred residents. Of these, approximately
two hundred are infants and children under
the age of twelve. Before 1900, prior to the
use of most antibiotics and vaccines, Dutch
Flat lost an average of thirty-eight children
every ten years. The twentieth century saw
much less, about two deaths per decade,
although one needs to factor in a decrease in
the area's overall population.
The worst of these eight, in terms of
numbers affected, was malaria, responsible
for ninety percent of all illnesses on western
trails and in western towns between 1821
and 1867. Sir Ronald Ross would not discover that malaria was spread by mosquitoes
until 1895. Consequently, those en route
to California or already settled there had no
idea how to protect themselves. Camping
near water, exhausted bodies, and marginal
sanitation were perfect breeding grounds for
illness. Wire screens for homes were long in
the future.

Malaria is an infection of red blood
cells caused by a single cell parasite. Rare
now in the developed world, it still prevails in
the Tropics. It can remain in the bloodstream
for years, causing repeat attacks of fevers
and chills. Untreated, it can be fatal.
In 1820, French chemists isolated quinine from the bark of the Peruvian cinchona
tree, but the phlogistic medical practices at
the time dictated more use of bleeding and
purging than medicines so, at first, doctors
used quinine's life-saving crystals too late.
Luckily, by the Mexican-American War of
1848-9, quinine was in widespread use, and
is probably why the Americans with the drug
won over the Mexicans who had none. Unluckily the cost of quinine, sometimes more
than gold, kept it from those who needed it
the most. Its manufacture and sales helped
develop towns like Sante Fe to commercial prosperity. Anti-fever pills made many
rich, including Dr. John Sappenton, credited
with turning the American medical profession away from their phlogistic approach. It
helped that quinine was one of the few “patent medicines” that actually worked!
Wagon trains crossing the plains
mostly feared cholera, with good reason.
Symptoms could appear in the morning;
death by the evening. An infection of the
small intestine, half of sufferers would die of
fluid loss if untreated, one percent if treated. First appearing on the western trails in
1833, it hit full-blown during the 1849 rush to
California. The packet ship “New York” had
arrived in that city infected from France, and
passed on the cholera to the “Falcon” leaving for New Orleans. From there the disease
traveled up the Mississippi River, advancing
one hundred miles per month, arriving at Independence, Missouri in April, just as wagon
trains were leaving for the west. Contagion
was exasperated when thousands were held
up at a Missouri River crossing and spent two
weeks in close quarters. It was said that “the
California gold rush was to cholera as wind to
fire”. The historian, H.H. Bancroft, estimated
five thousand deaths from cholera on the
1849 crossing. Nearly every wagon train lost
members; some lost all. Burial of the dead
ranged from complete funerals with music
and speeches to dumping bodies in the rivers, which only helped to spread the disease.
Many potential argonauts postponed their trip
across until 1850.
To combat the disease, doctors prescribed pills of opium, camphor, and cayenne
pepper, with enemas of lead, opium, and
gum arabic. The Cheyenne, who were more
in contact with the wagon trains than other
tribes, lost over fifty percent of their population to cholera. Many tribes limited their

contact with the trains to avoid infection. In
1883 a Mr. Koch discovered the disease was
spread by a water-borne organism, but it was
too late for many.
Arriving in California, cholera didn't start
to spread until the festivities to celebrate
statehood in 1850 brought people into closer
contact. Ten percent of the state was dead
by November. Sacramento set fires to stop
the spread, but only succeeded in burning
down the city. Smaller mining camps like
Dutch Flat were continuously caught up in
yearly epidemics brought by visitors to and
from urban areas. A Sacramento newspaper
noted that the only business transacted was
by “doctors, clergy, coffinmakers, and undertakers”.
It is difficult to estimate the numbers who
died from Typhoid Fever caused by one of
the twenty-two hundred salmonella bacteria,
and spread through contaminated food and
water. It was usually described by its horrific symptoms and lumped in with similar
afflictions. If untreated, it killed one in two.
Often the wells and sinks along the trail and
wells and ditches in western towns were near
sources of human waste. Without a remedy
like quinine the victim's state of health generally determined who survived. Many rivers
were alkaline or sulfuric, both acting as laxatives, so no help there. Opiates and alcohol
were the only remedies.
Measles, caused by a viral infection, is
now a survivable disease of mostly children,
dormant for a long time, but now creeping
back. Now that ninety percent of us live in
cities we catch measles early, giving us a
life-long immunity. In the nineteenth century,
when more people lived in more isolated rural
communities, many arrived at adulthood without contacting the disease, making it all the
more virulent when infected. The American
troops who avoided malaria in the war with
Mexico, easily caught and died from measles.
Before a vaccine was found, measles spread
through the small towns every two to three
years, taking mostly children.
Whooping Cough, also known as pertussis or the “one hundred day cough” is caused
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by an air-borne bacterium, therefore very
contagious. It was first discovered in the
sixteenth century, but no vaccine was found
until the 1940s. It is marked by a wheezing cough, followed by a “whoop” of air, and
is particularly deadly in children under one
year old, as they just stop breathing. It is still
a problem, especially since 1980. Sixteen
million people were infected in 2015; sixty
thousand died. The Fergusons of the Opera
House lost three of their children out of six to
this disease in epidemics of 1870 and 1878.
Diphtheria went through Dutch Flat on a
regular basis, but the epidemic of 1899 took
the most. Another air-borne infection caused
by a bacterium, it was widespread in the
nineteenth century but very rare today. Fewer than five cases a year are recorded in the
United States.
Smallpox is included here as it did take a
few lives locally but mostly it was a disease
that affected Native Americans. Edward Jenner had discovered a vaccine in 1796 and
it was readily available in the U.S. by 1800,
although expensive and primitive by today's
standards. This vaccine was another medical
reason we prevailed in the Mexican War. We
had it; they did not.
Scurvy is too individual to be considered
an epidemic, but sometimes it seemed so,
as many became afflicted at the same time.
A miner's diet of flour, dried meat, tea, and
canned vegetables, or a mother's reliance
on cow's milk, deficient in vitamin C, for
her infant produced the terrible symptoms
of scurvy, bleeding, swelling, and debilitating lethargy. Untreated, it would kill one in
three. It had long been known that scurvy
was caused by a lack of vitamin C; British
soldiers were called “limeys” from the citrus
doled out to them since 1795. The expedition
to explore Yellowstone in 1819-20 lost two to
three hundred members from scurvy over the
winter.
Ascorbic acid wasn't discovered until
1928, but powdered additives were available
to the wagon trains, and trips could be made
to Sacramento or San Francisco for a “cure”.
Sauerkraut was tried, but it was not popular.
Back to the saddest place in the cemeteries. It is good to know that both the Fergusons and Seffens had large families, and,
while it is an unspeakable tragedy to lose any
child, at least both families saw many grow
to adulthood. The Fergusons had nine children, but lost six; the Seffens, of their twelve
children, six survived. Please go visit our
cemeteries. They are incredibly beautiful and
moving and a great place to honor all those
who helped create our special community.
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new community
welcome signs

From “Recipes and
Remembrances”

By Jennifer Montgomery
Supervisor, District 5

Published for the Dutch Flat
Community Center in 2002
Copies still available for sale
at the Center for $5

Placer County’s unincorporated areas
have just as much community pride as their
incorporated town and city neighbors and
now they have a new way to show it.
Beginning in 2016 with six signs in
Bowman and five in North Auburn, Placer
County launched a "Welcome Sign" program
for its unincorporated communities. In 2018,
signs have been placed in other unincorporated communities including Dutch Flat and
Alta, with more planned for installation over
the coming year.
The idea for the community signs was
proposed to the County by the Placer County
Historical Foundation, which paid half the
cost of the Bowman signs. “Placer County’s
communities like Bowman, Dutch Flat, Alta,
Foresthill and Olympic Valley are special
places with rich histories, and these signs are
an important reminder of their significance,”
said Placer County’s District 5 Supervisor
Jennifer Montgomery.
The signs are produced in Placer
County's sign shop and are installed by our
dedicated road crews when they are out in
the various District 5 communities they serve.

The Cock and the Jewel

A cock, scratching for food for himself
and his hens, found a precious stone and exclaimed: "If your owner had found thee, and
not I, he would have taken thee up, and have
set thee in thy first estate; but I have found
thee for no purpose. I would rather have one
barleycorn than all the jewels in the world."

Skillet Stew
Janet Fonseca
4 chicken breasts		
1 tsp thyme
4 medium carrots		
1 TBL flour
2 medium potatoes		
10 oz frozen peas
1 medium onion		
3 TBL+ olive oil
1 16 oz can stewed tomatoes 1 1/2 C water
2 tsp chicken bouillon
Cut chicken into 2-inch chunks. Peel potatoes and carrots. Cut into 2-inch chunks.
Coarsely chop onion. In skillet, cook chicken
in olive oil until brown. Remove in drippings,
add a little more olive oil and cook vegetables
until brown. Stir in peas and stewed tomatoes, bouillon and thyme. Add water to bring
to boil then reduce to low heat. Add chicken,
cover and simmer for 25 minutes. Mix flour
with a little water and stir into skillet. Boil for
1 minute to thicken. Serve.
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EXCERPT FROM
DUTCH FLAT
CHRONICLES
Compiled by Russell Towle
March 26, 1859
DUTCH FLAT CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Editor: Dutch Flat (by the way of a
harmonious name), is acquiring some renown
as a mining locality and bids fair at no distant
day to receive its share of public patronage,
also newspaper adulation. But lest some of
your readers should think we are an isolated
community, deprived of the genial rays which
woman’s presence alone can impart, allow
me to state for their benefit that we have now
some seventy families here and although
a “vagrant” mining community, I believe in
point of morality and virtue, we can vie with

that found in the more refined atmosphere of
Jonah.
The past summer and winter a good
school has been taught and we have a large
commodious school house erected and in a
fair way to completion.
Our Flat, which is a narrow ravine
between two smashing hills, contains some
three hundred buildings, among which are
four respectable taverns (the one owned by
C. Seffens, our Post Master, is lathed and
plastered throughout). J Eight dry good and
clothing stores (one of which, L. Arnestein’s,
is fire-proof), two boot and show stores, &
c., & c. Of drinking salons, we have some
twelve to many but these, I think, must be
considered a necessary evil, as they are
found in almost every community and licensed by law; ours, I believe, are as respectable and orderly as the generality.
But first, and foremost of all are our
rich mineral deposits. Miles around this place
the hills are filled with the precious oro, and
all one needs to bring it forth in quantities,
from small to large, is water. Aye, millions
for water is the cry. But our enterprising
townsmen – Messrs. Bradley and Trim, who
already (in the rainy season) furnish the town
with some 1200 inches of water, have succeeded in lately purchasing what has been
known as Gay’s big ditch, and propose bringing it to our Flat as soon as labor can do it.
Also, Mr. B. Pollard (familiarly known as Yankee), has another ditch well under way from
the Bear River. That will also be in here by
mid-summer. The deep snows have impeded
the progress of both, but they are coming,
and Mr. Editor, there will be joy in Dutch Flat
when they arrive. We have no bull dogs to

peal forth notes of gladness, but we can blow
up some of these side hills and raise a muss
generally.
“Winter still lingers in the lap of
Spring”, but we sincerely hope for the good of
the public in general, and miners in particular, that the flood gates of the mountains will
soon be opened. If not, I imagine that Theatricals, Circuses, Gypsy girls, & c. will not
find as rich a harvest ahead, as for the past
three months. But notwithstanding all impediments, Dutch Flat is a lively camp and those
who have water, and they are not a few, are
steadily furnishing our express with more or
less gold.
By the way, we have two Expresses
here – Wells, Fargo & Co. and Freeman &
Co. The agent for the former, B. F. Moore,
is one of nature’s finest fellows, always right
side up with care. The other, Dr. Edwards,
having lately arrived, I am not personally
acquainted with but has every appearance of
being of the right stripe.
Our drift claims, as far as they have
been prospected, pay very handsome dividends. The Badger, at present is the star
claim. Our hydraulics average about fifty
dollars per day to the pipe. If other localities
can beat this, all right – I hope they may – for
we “vagrants” or “whiteChinamen” will have
need of money when forced from this State.
Fearing your patience is already exhausted, I
close for the present.
Yours Truly,
Don Pedro

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
March
March 1, 1932 - The 20-month-old son of
aviation pioneer Charles A. Lindbergh was
kidnapped from his home in Hopewell, New
Jersey. The Lindberghs then paid a $50,000
ransom. However, on May 12, the boy's body
was found in a wooded area a few miles from
the house.
March 17th - Celebrated as Saint Patrick’s
Day commemorating the patron saint of Ireland.
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March 23, 1775 - Patrick Henry ignited the
American Revolution with a speech before
the Virginia convention in Richmond, stating,
"I know not what course others may take; but
as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!"
APRIL
April 2, 1513 - Spanish explorer Ponce De
Leon sighted Florida and claimed it for the
Spanish Crown after landing at the site of
present day St. Augustine, now the oldest city
in the continental U.S
April 3, 1860 - In the American West, the
Pony Express service began as the first rider
departed St. Joseph, Missouri. For $5 an
ounce, letters were delivered 2,000 miles to
California within ten days. The famed Pony
Express riders each rode from 75 to 100
miles before handing the letters off to the next
rider. A total of 190 way stations were located
about 15 miles apart. The service lasted less
than two years, ending upon the completion
of the overland telegraph.
April 18, 1906 - The San Francisco Earthquake struck at 5:13 a.m., followed by a massive fire from overturned wood stoves and
broken gas pipes. The fire raged uncontrollably for three days resulting in the destruction
of over 10,000 acres of property and 4,000
lives lost.
April 30, 1967 - Boxer Muhammad Ali was
stripped of his world heavyweight boxing
championship after refusing to be inducted
into the American military. He had claimed
religious exemption.
MAY
May 5, 1865 - Decoration Day was first
observed in the U.S., with the tradition of
decorating soldiers’ graves from the Civil War
with flowers. The observance date was later
moved to May 30th and included American
graves from World War I and World War II,
and became better known as Memorial Day.
In 1971, Congress moved Memorial Day to
the last Monday in May, thus creating a threeday holiday weekend.
May 17, 1792 - Two dozen merchants and
brokers established the New York Stock Exchange. In good weather they operated under
a buttonwood tree on Wall Street. In bad
weather they moved inside to a coffeehouse
to conduct business.
May 27, 1937 - In San Francisco, 200,000
people celebrated the grand opening of the
Golden Gate Bridge by strolling across it.

LIGHTER SIDE
A Spanish language teacher was
explaining to her class that, in Spanish, unlike English, nouns are designated as either
masculine or feminine. House, for instance,
is feminine: “la casa”. Pencil, however, is
masculine: “el lapiz”.
A student asked “what gender is computer?”
Instead of giving the answer, the
teacher divided the class into two groups,
male and female, and asked them to decide
for themselves whether “computer” should be
a masculine or a feminine noun. Each group
was asked to give four reasons for its recommendation.
The men’s group decided that “computer” should definitely be of the feminine
gender (“la computadora”) because:
1. No one but the creator understands their
internal logic
2. The native language they use to communicate with other computers is incomprehensible to everyone else
3. Even the smallest mistakes are stored in
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long-term memory for possible later retrieval and,
4. As soon as you make a commitment to
one, you find yourself spending half your
paycheck to buy accessories for it
The women’s group, however, concluded that computers should be masculine
“el computador”) because:
1. In order to do anything with them you
have to turn them on
2. They have a lot of data but still can’t think
for themselves
3. They are supposed to help you solve
problems but half the time they ARE the
problem and,
4. As soon as you commit to one, you realize that if you had waited a little longer,
you could have got a better model.
Oh, incidentally, the women won...!

Dutch Flat Community Center
933 Stockton Street, P. O. Box 14
Dutch Flat CA 95714

Membership form

Name_______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State __________ Zip _____________
Phone ________________________________________________________(optional)
E-mail_______________________________________________________________
(optional - We’ll send you updates on events, activities and volunteer requests)
Donation amount: $30 _____

$50 ______ Other ________

Check __________ Credit Card __________________________ exp date ________
			

Billing zip code _____________		

3-digit CID ___________

Check if you would like any or all of your donation dedicated to Pool Fund ________
									Building Fund ________
									Children’s Fund _______
PLEASE MAIL YOUR DONATION TO THE DUTCH FLAT COMMUNITY CENTER,
P. O. BOX 14, DUTCH FLAT CA 95714
The Dutch Flat Community Center is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization and all
donations are tax deductible. (TID 68-00484699)
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Your local, experienced

broker who strives to deliver
exceptional service, and
attend to all your real
estate needs.

KRISTA VOOSEN

Broker Owner
530.305.3888
krista@snowproperty.com
CA BRE# 01280368

Let me help you reach your highest goals

