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Rainbow Lodge Reborn
By Susan Prince

 Like many local residents, I always 
loved meals at Rainbow Lodge. The classic 
rock building has been the site of many family 
celebrations, good times with friends, a beer 
after hiking or cross-country skiing … and it's 
great to hear it will return to its former glories.
 Purchased as part of the Foster-Syme 
development project proposed for Donner 
Summit in 2005, the lodge fell on hard times 
while the project faced serious opposition 
from environmentalists and local residents. 

When Bob Was King
By Susan Prince

	 In	2010,	longtime	resident	Bob	Pfis-
ter had the honor of being named King of 
the Krewe of Okeanos parade, one of New 
Orleans' Mardi Gras parades. At the Febru-
ary DFCC potluck, Bob 
Pfister	and	Joanne	
Blohm gave us a brief 
history of the city's 
famous Mardi Gras cel-
ebrations. Dressed to 
the nines, both Bob and 
Joanne	presented	a	
colorful picture of the annual event. They also 
brought many mementos from Bob's year as 
king, and from prior years.

 Bob has been attending 
Mardi Gras for many years, 
working on others' parades 
year after year. His group, 
the Krewe of Okeanos, was 
named for the Greek god of 
oceans and fertile valleys 
and was founded in 1949. 

It's an expensive proposition to become king, 
both in terms of those years of effort and 
financially.	However,	it's	also	a	wonderful	way	
to collect unique memories. King for a Day, 
indeed!
 Not only did Bob 
preside as King over 
the parade, he was also 
presented with a key to 
New Orleans by the city's 
mayor.	Of	course,	Joanne	
joined him for all the fes-
tivities. All hail King Bob! 

Steve Holmes, Local Hero
By Tom McDonnell

 Local contractor Steve Holmes spent 
a week or so of his time replacing the rickety 
stairs at the back of the Community Center 
with two sets of new, sturdy steps. We no 
longer have to risk our lives toting boxes 
of White Elephant goods, or food from the 
kitchen, up or down those old wooden stairs. 
They also provide excellent second exits, 
should	there	ever	be	a	fire	or	other	emer-
gency at the Center. 

New DFCC Kitchen Back Stairs

... And Inside

 ► Lifeguard Summer Jobs – Page 3
 ► Drought Information Meetings – Page 4
 ► Bucks for Bikes - Page 5
 ► Drive Smart Class for Seniors - Page 7
 ► Murder by Cliché – Page 10

Corned Beef and
Cabbage Dinner

By Joanne Blohm

 Mark your calendars! The Alta-Dutch 
Flat Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner is 
coming on Saturday, March 15. You can look 
forward to great food and drink, live music, 
and an evening's friendship and fellowship. 
Join	us	as	the	DFCC	hosts	the	event	with	the	

Alta	Volunteer	Firefighters'	
Association, with proceeds 
benefitting	both	groups.	The	
Alta Firehouse and Com-
munity Center will open 
at 5 p.m., and food will be 

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 3

Young Artists 
on 

the Edge
By Auburn Arts 

Commission

 The Auburn Arts Commission is 
pleased to present a juried art competition 
open to graduating  High School Seniors from 
the Greater Auburn area served by Placer, 
Colfax, Foresthill, and Chana High Schools. 
Prize money has been privately donated with 
a First Prize of $500, Second Prize of $300, 
and Third Prize of $200.  There is no fee to 
enter. 
	 Just	bring	your	ID	and	art	work	to	

Continued on Page 7

Continued on Page 3
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President’s Column
By Tom McDonnell

This edition of Com-
munity you are hold-
ing is the last edition 
long-time editor Susan 
Prince has put together. 
The next paper, due out 
in	early	June,	will	be	a	
collaborative effort of 
other DFCC volunteers. 
If you are interested 
in helping with this 
endeavor, please let us know. Our gratitude 
and appreciation go out to Susan for doing a 
wonderful job with the paper over these many 
years.
 Our annual membership drive is 
underway. If you haven’t yet joined or 
renewed, please take a minute to do that. 
Member dues and donations are the DFCC’s 
most stable source of funding and, along with 
our	fundraising	events,	make	the	4th	of	July	
celebration and our many other events pos-
sible. For some perspective on the DFCC’s 
finances,	the	basic	operating	costs	for	the	
DFCC are about $1,000 each month for 
insurance, utilities, etc. The cost to join and 
support the DFCC for a year is $15/25 (indi-
vidual/family). It takes a lot of members to 
keep things happening.
 Progress continues on some of the 
DFCC building and grounds projects. The 
most apparent change is that the trees 
around the tennis court causing so much 
damage	have	been	removed.	At	first	it	was	
a little disconcerting to have them gone but 
I think I’m getting used to the new view. We 
will miss the shade on the tennis court come 
summer but plan to plant some shade trees 
along the back wall. 
 Our window project, funded by pro-
ceeds from the annual mayor’s race, is 
moving forward. Three custom-built windows 
for the kitchen are at the DFCC waiting to 
get painted and installed. The Placer County 
playground project is still under way. The 
playground equipment has been purchased 
and the County is collecting bids to replace 
the fence around the tennis court.
 Late last month Tom Flannigan 
arranged for a showing of an award-winning 
documentary about motorcycle riding (“Why 
We Ride”), shown upstairs, which was well-
attended and fun. Thanks to Tom for putting 
this together and making it happen.
 Last year the DFCC and Alta Fire 
jointly put on a St. Patrick’s Day dinner at the 
Alta Community Center which turned out to 

Community Calendar 
of Events

Special Events:
 ► Sat., March 15, Community Corned 

Beef & Cabbage dinner, Alta Firehouse 
Community Hall, 5 - 7 p.m. See article P. 1

 ► Sun., April 20, 6:30 a.m. sunrise ser-
vice sponsored by Tri-Area Churches, Dutch 
Flat Diggings

 ► Sun., April 20, 10 a.m., Easter Service, 
Sierra First Baptist Church, Alta

 ► Wed. April 30, 5 - 7 p.m., annual Spa-
ghetti Dinner & Pie Auction, Alta Commu-
nity	Center.	Enjoy	great	food,	raffle	prizes	
and outstanding home-made local pies for 
auction/bid.

 ► Sat., May 31, annual NFARA Spring 
Thing. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., presen-
tation starts at 7. Dutch Flat Community 
Center, 933 Stockton Street. Article, P. 8

 ► Sat., April 5, afternoon, Dick Hough Art 
Show at the Community Center, with wine 
and music

 ► Sun.	-	Thurs.,	June	22	-	26,	Vacation	
Bible School, Sierra First Baptist Church. 
Call 389-2168 for further information.

Ongoing Events:
 ► Second Sat., 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Alta Flea 

Market, Alta Deli parking lot.
 ► Third	Thurs.	Sept.	-	June,	Dutch	Flat	

Community Center potluck, 6 p.m. Bring a 
place settings, and a dish to share.

 ► DFCC	Board	meeting,	first	Mon.	each	
month, 5:30 p.m., Community Center or call 
President Tom McDonnell at 530-887-8295, 
or at tjm@themcdonnellfirm.com.

 ► Mon. 8:30 a.m., Bible study,  
Sierra First Baptist Church, 33990 Alta 
Bonny Nook Rd. in Alta. For more, call 
530.389.2168.

 ► Each Mon., 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
free community lunch. Sierra First Baptist 
Church, 33990 Alta Bonny Nook Rd. in Alta. 
For more, call 530-389-2168.

 ► Dutch Flat United Methodist Church 
- Fellowship Dinner at 5 p.m. and Worship 
Service at 6 p.m.

 ► Sierra First Baptist Church, Alta, wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. every Sunday. 

 ► Pioneer Union Church, Gold Run, 
Sunday Service 10 a.m.

 ► Bingo,	Alta	Community	Center,	first	Fri.	
of	each	month,	7	p.m.	Proceeds	benefit	the	
Alta Fire Department.

 ► Dutch Flat Methodist Episcopal 
Church pancake breakfast, second Sat. of 
each month.

 ► Golden Drift Historical Society Board 
Meeting	7	p.m.	first	Mon.	each	month,	
Golden Drift Museum. Contact Doug Ferrier 
for more, 530-389-2617.

 ► NFARA board meeting 7 p.m. third 
Tues. each month, locations vary. For more, 
call	Jim	Ricker,	530-389-8344.	Continued on Page 3
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Zip Books???
By Placer County Library

	 Ever	get	to	the	library	and	find	all	
copies of the book you want are checked 

out? Or they don’t have that new book you’ve 
just heard recommended? Here's an interest-
ing new service. Our county library is trying 
out a new project, Zip Books, supported by 

the California State Library. It's still an experi-
ment, but sounds promising.

 If the library doesn't have the book or 
unabridged audiobook you want, request a 
Zip Book. If it's available, the library will buy 
the item from Amazon and have it shipped to 
your address at no charge to you. Receive it, 
read it, and return it to us. 
 Zip Book requests are accepted in 
person only. Participants may have one Zip 
Book out at a time. All Placer County Library 
members can participate as long as their fees 
or	fines	are	below	$5.
 The shipping speed will vary and will 
usually be one to two weeks because the 
library buys from both Amazon.com and 3rd-
party sellers on Amazon.com.
 You, the reader, agree to return the 
Zip Book to a staff member rather than to the 
bookdrop, to help differentiate it from a library 
donation.
 You'll be able to order regular print 
books, large print books, and unabridged 
audiobooks available on Amazon.com, new 
or used. Titles costing more than $35 require 
prior approval. In some cases a traditional 
Interlibrary Loan may be offered instead of a 
Zip Book.
 The project is supported by the U.S. 
Institute of Museum and Library Services 
under the Library Services and Technology 
Act, administered in California by the State 
Librarian.

Dutch Flat Community 
Swimming Pool

By Doug Ferrier, Pool Corp. 
President

 I must have too much time on my 
hands during this idle time outside the pool 
season. I sit here waiting for it to start rain-
ing again, and wonder how do we conserve 
water during a drought with a 197,000 gallon 
swimming pool? 
 Although we have never been 
restricted	in	our	ability	to	fill	the	pool	and	
operate	in	during	our	normal	±June	6th	
through Labor Day season, one never knows 
what other entities will try to impose on us. 
We	only	use	untreated	water	to	fill	the	pool	
initially,	and	then	add	chemicals	and	filter	it	
for a week before opening. This keeps down 
the demand on treated water resources in the 
area. 
 One might be able to say that by 
having the Community Swimming Pool open, 
some	people	will	not	fill	their	private	pools	to	
save water and money. We might be able to 
reduce	the	number	of	times	we	back	flush	the	
pool pumps during the season to maybe once 
a month, rather than once a week (providing 
public health is not compromised). Instead 
of hosing down the parking areas and pool 
aprons, we can just air blow them off to try 
and remove dirt and debris. We will prob-
ably have to tell kids that they can’t use the 
shower as a water source to add to their sand 
playing area. We will still put out the outside 
hoses,	because	is	for	fire	protection	pur-
poses, put will limit their use for dust abate-
ment . We may have to minimize any outside 
landscaping that requires regular watering. 
Otherwise, I can’t think of many other ways 
to conserve water at the pool. I don’t see 
it	as	being	realistic	to	only	fill	the	pool	with	
150,000 gallons of water, as that would cause 
the skimmers, the water recirculation system, 
and the pumps to possibly stop working. 
 Maybe it would be better to just pray 
for more rain this winter/spring. What do you 
think?
 We’ll have our annual volunteer pool 
clean-up	day	in	May.	Watch	for	flyers	with	
more details later this spring. And join us! 
It’s always a fun, productive day, and it helps 
stretch our budget with the county as we do 
work county staff would otherwise do.

Lifeguard Jobs

 Last year, Placer 
County	had	difficulties	
filling	part-time	tempo-
rary lifeguard positions 
at the Dutch Flat Com-
munity Pool. It's a great 
job for a young woman 
or man who's completed 
the job requirements to 
be a lifeguard. 
 If you or a family 
member could use a 
good summer job, don't 
miss this opportunity! 
Contact Andrew Mills, 
530-889-6808, at Parks and Recreation, to 
get details on job requirements. 

served from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
 Our menu will include corned beef, 
cabbage, parsley potatoes, ginger carrots, 
Bob's home-made bread, dessert, and a 
choice	of	drinks.	The	firefighters	will	provide	
a full bar, including Guiness and Irish Car 
Bombs, and ask that no outside alcohol be 
brought to the event. We'll again enjoy music 
from our lively trio of musicians from Moody 
Ridge, a big hit last year.
 Ticket prices remain the same as last 
year, $15 for adults and $8 for children 12 
and under. You can buy your tickets at the 
Alta Store, the Dutch Flat Trading Post, and 
at the door. Last year, we nearly sold out so 
get your tickets early! 
	 We'll	also	have	many	wonderful	raffle	
prizes available, with ticket sales on site. The 
raffle	will	start	around	6:45	p.m.,	and	you	
must be present to win. 
 Last year was lots of fun for all. Please 
join	us!	If	you	have	questions,	call	Joanne	
Blohm at 530-389-2355. 

Corned Beef, continued from Page 1

the Rose Room in Auburn City Hall at 1225 
Lincoln Way on Monday, April 7 between 4 
and 5:30 p.m. Entries selected for the show 
will hang in the City Hall Gallery from April 8 
through	June	4.		There	will	be	a	public	recep-
tion for the artists at the City Hall Gallery 
on	April	10	from	6	to	9	p.m..	This	is	the	first	
night of the Auburn Art Walk, so it will coin-
cide with this event.  
 For questions please call (530) 
820-3644.

Young Artists, continued from Page 1

be really fun, what with the great food, music 
and Guinness Extra Stout. It worked so well 
we are doing it again this March 15 and tick-
ets, nearly a sell-out last year, will go on sale 
shortly. This dinner will replace the DFCC's 
usual monthly potluck.
	 Chris	Nave,	the	information	officer	
from	the	Gold	Run	C.H.P.	Office,	has	been	
attending our monthly DFCC potlucks, the 
third Thursday of the month. He updates us 
on CHP news, developments and answers 
questions. 
 As always, if you have any sugges-
tions or questions about anything DFCC-
related at all, please let me or any of your 
other board members know.

President’s Column, continued from Page 2

The basis of all animal rights 
should be the Golden Rule: 
we should treat them as we 
would wish them to treat us, 
were any other species in our 
dominant position. -Christine 
Stevens, activist (1918-2002)



Page 4 w Community – Winter 2013

Golden Drift 
Historical Society

By Doug Ferrier, Society President

 In my last column for the Community, I 
threatened to write this time about the historic 
weather extremes we have had in the past. 
However, I think I will hold off in the hope that 
our 10” of rain and subsequent storms are 
the	start	of	some	significant	additional	precip-
itation we will receive this season, and there-
fore we will not have to talk about extended 
extreme droughts or other weird weather 
happenings. 
 Instead I would like to write about how 
valuable - but sometimes taken for granted 
- our volunteers to the society and museum 
are. This morning, when I went down to the 
Post	Office	to	pick	up	my	mail,	there	was	a	
sign saying Sally Towle had passed away. 
At least to me, this was very unexpected. I 
didn’t realize that she might have been going 
through some health issues. 
 Sally was a long-time volunteer at 
the Golden Drift Museum, and along with 
her partner in crime Peggy Ewing, would 
always work at least one day a month during 
the season, if not more often. They were/
are always interested in the local history and 
learning more about it, were great ambas-
sadors for the museum, and knew where to 
go to try to get answers to questions museum 
visitors might have had where they couldn't 
help. Most of our museum volunteers have 
those same qualities. Sally will be greatly 
missed.
 A number of years ago, the Society’s 
Board of Trustees came up with the idea of 
sponsoring a volunteer brunch in the Spring, 
to show a small token of our appreciation 
for all their efforts on the Museum’s behalf. 
Monte Vista has graciously provided us with 
the opportunity to do this on a Sunday after-
noon. This year will be no exception. 
 Keep doing your rain dances and 
whatevers so that we can get through this 
current drought situation and continue to 
build a better museum experience to our 
visitors. 

11-11-13 1939 Wolf Pack 
Ski Champs

By Mark McLaughlin

	 Seventy-five	years	ago	this	winter,	the	
young men on the 1939 University of Nevada 
Wolf Pack ski team were a tough and tal-
ented bunch. Under excellent coaching by 
recent graduate Wayne Poulsen, the Reno 
team went undefeated and won that year’s 
National Collegiate Ski Championship. Or so 
they claimed.
 Coach Poulsen was a real competi-
tor who had cut his teeth in collegiate skiing 
as the team captain and jumping champion 
at the University of Nevada. By the time 
Poulsen took over as coach he was already 
a noted ski pioneer who had established 
Nevada’s	first	ski	area	with	a	rope	tow	at	
Grass Lake near Mt. Rose. He later pur-
chased	Squaw	Valley	in	1943,	the	first	step	
in that resort’s future development as a major 
ski area and eventual host for the 1960 
Winter Olympics. 
	 Wayne	Poulsen	organized	the	first	
Wolf Pack ski team in 1936, but the Uni-
versity	didn’t	officially	recognize	the	team	
until the 1937 season. In the early years the 
players received no funding and usually had 
to	find	their	own	transportation	to	meets	as	
far away as Utah. Poulsen was undeterred, 
saying, “We’ll compete against the nation’s 
best, even if we have to travel to Salt Lake on 
our skis.” 
 Although the Nevada ski program was 
only three years old in 1939, there were a lot 
of excellent skiers trying to make the team. 
But it wasn’t easy. For many years, intercol-
legiate ski competition followed the European 
tradition where each skier competed in all 
four disciplines: downhill, slalom, cross-
country and jumping. Coach Poulsen later 
said, “We could not afford any prima donnas. 
Our best alpine man was also a very good 
jumper, but we had to take him off the team 
because he wouldn’t run cross-country.”
 That intercollegiate requirement 
demanded well-rounded skiers who could 
uncork a killer launch off a scaffold-built ski 

Continued on Page 12

Insanity is relative. It depends on 
who has who locked in what cage. 
-Ray Bradbury, writer (1920-2012)

Convictions are more dangerous 
enemies of truth than lies. 

-Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, 
philosopher (1844-1900)
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Bucks for Bikes!
By Placer County Transportation 

Planning Agency'

 Do you use 
a bike to commute 
to work or school? 
Would you like 
to? If so, check 
into the PCTPA 
Bucks for Bikes 
program. They’ll 
accept applications 
through March 10, 
2014. 
 If your application is successful, you’ll 
get reimbursed for 50% of the cost of your 
new bike, up to $200. You must be 18 years 
of age or older, work or attend school in 
Placer County and be willing to commute 
to work or school by bike. Also, you have to 
attend a one-hour cycling clinic.
 Applications and more information can 
be found at PCTPA's website, www.pctpa.
net.

Informational Drought 
Meetings

By Placer County PIO

 The Placer County 
Water Agency (PCWA) will 
provide an update on the 
current drought and the 
potential effects to custom-
ers at several upcoming 
county Municipal Advisory 
Council (MAC) meetings.
 Here are meeting dates and times:  

 ► Meadow Vista MAC, Wed., March 5, 6 
p.m., Placer Hills School, Room 2

 ► Weimar/Applegate/Colfax MAC, Wed., 
March 12, 6 p.m.,Colfax City Hall, Colfax

 ► Sheridan MAC, Wed., March 12, 7 p.m., 
Stewart Hall, 6005 Camp Far West Rd., 
Sheridan

 ► Horseshoe Bar MAC, Tues., March 18, 
7 p.m., Loomis Library, 6050 Library Dr., 
Loomis

 ► Penryn MAC, Tues., March 25, 7 p.m., 
Loomis Veterans Memorial Hall, 5945 
Horseshoe Bar Rd., Loomis 

 For more information about any of 
these meetings contact the Board of Supervi-
sors'	Office	at	530-889-4010	or	bos@placer.
ca.gov.

The economic woes of 2008 and after also 
plagued the project. Eventually, 3,000 acres 
of the land planned for development was pur-
chased in 2012 by the Truckee Donner Land 
Trust and The Trust for Public Lands, with 
donations from Placer County, local environ-
mental groups, including our own NFARA, 
summit residents, and others who wanted to 
keep the land natural and undeveloped. It's 
now managed by the Truckee Donner Land 
Trust. 
 However, the lodge wasn't part of the 
purchase and stumbled on in receivership 
and under indifferent management until it was 
purchased late last year by Craig Mitchell of 
Rocklin and his family. 
 The Mitchells are busy refurbishing 
Rainbow as a lodge, bar and restaurant. 
The lodge is already open for guests. Craig 
Mitchell hopes to have the restaurant open 
for brunch on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 
11, and will open for full restaurant and bar 
operation	in	late	May/early	June.	The	new	
Rainbow menu will feature standards like 
sandwiches, burgers, and and pastas, as 
well as soups, stews, and treats for afternoon 
snacks, so drivers can break their trip over 
the summit for a bite and a drink in a lovely 
setting.
 Check for updates - therainbowlodge.
com, and 530-426-3661.

Rainbow, continued from Page 1

Holiday Celebrating
By Joanne Blohm

 The annual Dutch Flat Community 
Center holiday potluck was a huge suc-
cess. We estimate we had almost 80 people 
attending, with tons of yummy food. Santa 
made an appearance and was loved by 
young and old alike. Little gift bags were 
given to all the children, which they really 
enjoyed their new-found treasures. 
 Debby McClatchy was our musical 
guest and sang several songs, including 
The 12 Days of Christmas, with audience 
participation. I know everyone had a good 
laugh and a good time. A special thank-you to 
Santa (Bill Hart), Debby McClatchy, and the 
DFCC Board for providing many of the main 
dishes for our feast!

A teacher affects eternity; he can 
never tell where his influence 

stops. -Henry Adams, historian 
and teacher (1838-1918)

We are not afraid to entrust the 
American people with unpleasant 

facts, foreign ideas, alien 
philosophies, and competitive 
values. For a nation that is 

afraid to let its people judge the 
truth and falsehood in an open 

market is a nation that is afraid 
of its people. - John F. Kennedy, 
35th US president (1917-1963)

I’d like to widen people’s awareness 
of the tremendous timespan lying 
ahead -- for our planet, and for 
life itself. Most educated people 

are aware that we’re the outcome 
of nearly 4bn years of Darwinian 
selection, but many tend to think 

that humans are somehow the 
culmination. Our sun, however, 
is less than halfway through its 

lifespan. Six billion years from now, 
it will not be humans who watch 
the sun’s demise. Any creatures 

that then exist will be as different 
from us as we are from bacteria or 

amoebae. - Martin Rees, cosmologist 
and astrophysicist (b. 1942)
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County Wants Feedback, 
Ideas for Redesigned 

Website
By Placer County PIO

 Placer County recently launched its 
remodeled website designed to help the 
public	find	the	information	it	needs	quickly	
and	efficiently.	County	officials	encourage	you	
to examine the redesigned site and tell Placer 
County how it could be further improved.
 “Our web team has a single focus, to 
meet the needs of the public, our custom-
ers,” said Director of Administration Services 
Jerry	Gamez.	“We	held	many	public	meetings	
and surveys to make sure we were on the 
right	track,	and	are	confident	we	developed	a	
website that is intuitive, easy to navigate and 
mobile friendly. We want to make sure the 
public agrees with us, though, and welcome 
everyone’s feedback and ideas for us to 
consider.”
 Find the new website at www.placer.
ca.gov. You're invited to send feedback and 
ideas for the website to websitecomments@
placer.ca.gov.
 Placer County began redesigning its 
website about a year ago with several goals 
in mind: making it more user-friendly, provid-
ing a better search engine and taking advan-
tage of software improvements.
 The improved site provides:

 ► A citizen-centric design;
 ► A mobile-friendly solution that enables 

accessibility to everyone on any device at 
any time;

 ► Simplified	content	and	information;
 ► Enhanced navigation capabilities;
 ► Language that is easily understandable; 

and
 ► Improved search capabilities.

 Created in 1997, the website has 
served since its inception as a tool for many 
types of users, including residents looking for 
information about services, businesses seek-
ing background on Placer County’s economy, 
and tourists looking for recreational activities 
available in Placer County.
 The next step is to set up a link on the 
county home page for the public to provide 
feedback. This feedback will help the web 
team gain a clearer picture of what types of 
information people are seeking when they 
visit the website and how to continue to make 
improvements to the home page.

Editor’s note: I had the pleasure and respon-
sibility of managing the county’s website from 
2000 into 2006. This redesign appears to be 
a huge improvement of the redesign done in 
2007 or so. Check it out for county info.!

The skylines lit up at dead of 
night, the air-conditioning systems 
cooling empty hotels in the desert 
and artificial light in the middle 

of the day all have something 
both demented and admirable 

about them. The mindless luxury 
of a rich civilization, and yet of 
a civilization perhaps as scared 
to see the lights go out as was 

the hunter in his primitive night. 
-Jean Baudrillard, sociologist 
and philosopher (1929-2007)

The Goatherd and the 
Wild Goats

By Aesop

	 A	Goatherd,	driving	his	flock	from	their	
pasture at eventide, found some Wild Goats 
mingled among them, and shut them up 
together with his own for the night.  The next 
day it snowed very hard, so that he could not 
take the herd to their usual feeding places, 
but was obliged to keep them in the fold.  He 
gave	his	own	goats	just	sufficient	food	to	
keep them alive, but fed the strangers more 
abundantly in the hope of enticing them to 
stay with him and of making them his own.  
When the thaw set in, he led them all out to 
feed, and the Wild Goats scampered away as
fast as they could to the mountains.  The 
Goatherd scolded them for their ingratitude 
in leaving him, when during the storm he 
had taken more care of them than of his own 
herd.  One of them, turning about, said to 
him:  "That is the very reason why we are 
so cautious; for if you yesterday treated us 
better than the Goats you have had so long, 
it is plain also that if others came after us, 
you would in the same manner prefer them to 
ourselves." 

Old friends cannot with impunity be sacri-
ficed for new ones.



Community – Winter 2013 w Page 7 

Free Drive Smart Class 
for Seniors 

By Officer Chris Nave, CHP PIO

 Holding a valid California’s drivers 
license	signifies	more	than	the	ability	to	drive	
a	car;	it	is	a	symbol	of	self-sufficiency	and	
freedom. Understandably, driving is not a 
privilege that anyone wants to relinquish will-
ingly.	Yet,	safety	must	come	first.
 The California Highway Patrol, Gold 
Run Area will offer a free Age Well, Drive 
Smart class to help seniors in our mountain 
communities drive more safely and refresh 
their driving skills. The class will be held on 
Monday, March 17, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Colfax City Hall Building at 33 South 
Main Street in Colfax. The class requires 
advance registration; call (530) 389-2205 by 
Monday, March 10, to register. If this class is 
filled,	additional	classes	will	be	scheduled	as	
necessary.
 The Age Well Drive Smart class will 
address the following topics:

 ► How to tune up driving skills
 ► Refresh knowledge of the rules of the 

road
 ► Learn how to adjust to normal, age-

related physical changes
 ► Obtain information about when it may be 

time to limit or stop driving
 ► Understanding driving alternatives 

 If you have any additional concerns or 
questions,	stop	by	the	Gold	Run	Area	Office	
or	call	Officer	Chris	Nave	at	(530)	389-2205.	
Keep	up	with	our	local	CHP	office	on	Face-
book - California Highway Patrol – Gold 
Run.

Monthly Child Support 
Services Information 

Sessions
By Placer County PIO

 If you want to learn more about the 
county's child support services, the county's 
Department of Child Support Services offers 
free monthly information sessions about 
the Department's programs and services. 
The Department is charged with overseeing 
child support issues for families, establishing 
and enforcing child support orders, estab-
lishing paternity, and obtaining orders that 
require parties to provide health coverage for 
children. 
 Information sessions are open to the 
public and provide answers to questions on 
how to open a child support case, how cus-
tody affects child support payments, how long 
child support payments are required, how 
payments are enforced, and more. 

 Through these sessions, the Depart-
ment hopes to encourage honest and 
transparent relationships with the families it 
serves. The information sessions are held 
from 4 to 5 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month at the Department of Child Support 
Services, at 1000 Sunset Boulevard in Rock-
lin. Upcoming dates are March 18, April 15, 
and May 20.
 For more information on the Depart-
ment of Child Support Services, please visit 
the department's website, www.placer.ca.gov/
departments/childsupport, or contact Susan 
Dunlap, Program Manager, at 916-435-5706. 

 Steve 
is just one 
of many 
generous 
and skilled 
volunteers 
to whom 
we owe our 
thanks. All 
our volun-
teers help 
keep the 
Center in 
good shape, 
serving as 
a site for 
community 
gatherings, 
special events personal and community-wide. 
If you see Steve, give him a pat on the back 
and your thanks for his efforts. 

DFCC Stairs, continued from Page 1

Perhaps the best cure for the fear 
of death is to reflect that life has 

a beginning as well as an end. 
There was a time when you were 

not: that gives us no concern. Why 
then should it trouble us that a 

time will come when we shall cease 
to be? To die is only to be as we 

were before we were born. -William 
Hazlitt, essayist (1778-1830)



Page 8 w Community – Winter 2013

North Fork American 
River Alliance, NFARA 

By Jim Ricker 

Spring Thing! 
	 Join	us	for	our	
annual Spring event 
on May 31, 7 p.m. at 
the Dutch Flat Com-
munity Center. This 
year, Eric Peach 
will speak about the 
recently released third 
edition of The Ameri-
can River Insider’s 
Guide. Published 
by Protect Ameri-
can River Canyons 
(PARC), the guide is 

filled	with	insider	secrets	on	where	to	go,	how	
to get there, when to visit and what treasures 
to look for. The guide invites you to come and 
explore the easily accessible wilderness of 
the Auburn State Recreation Area no matter 
what your age, interests or abilities. Included 
in the new guide is a natural history chapter, 
with	color	illustrations	by	John	Muir	Laws.	
The guidebook will be available for purchase 
at the event. It is currently available on the 
PARC website, parc-auburn.org.
 The evening will also include a special 
showing of the video Wild & Scenic North 
Fork American River. PARC produced this 
DVD to promote California Wild and Scenic 
River designation for the 16 mile segment 
from Colfax Iowa Hill Bridge to Lake Clemen-
tine. This part of the river has already been 
deemed eligible for Wild & Scenic designa-
tion. SYRCL’s Wild & Scenic Film Festival in 
Nevada City featured the premiere screening 
of	the	DVD	in	January.	
 Eric Peach has spent over three dec-
ades exploring the American River Canyons 
by boat and on foot. He has served on the 
board of PARC for over thirty years. He is a 
ceramic artist and teacher residing in Auburn 
with his wife Paula.
  In addition to the presentation, 
NFARA board members will give updates on 
current projects and recent successes. This 
is a great opportunity to learn about NFARA, 
meet board members and discover more 
about the area's amazing resources. There 
will plenty of time for questions and answers, 
and for socializing.
 The event is free and open to the 
public, and will include refreshments. 

NFARA Activities
 Suction Dredge Mining - NFARA is 

Continued on Page 10

What’s Wrong With My 
Big Pine Trees?

By Doug Ferrier, 
Registered Professional Forester

 Many of you have probably noticed 
that there are a lot of Ponderosa pine trees 
between Auburn and Baxter that have many 
branches with only dead brown needles. I am 
not talking about trees that have had all their 
needles turn brown, which usually indicates 
they have died from bark beetle activity, but 
just trees with one or more branches, some-
times up to half of them, with brown needles. 
What is going on?
 Ponderosa pines in our area generally 
hold three years' worth of needles on their 
branches. Going into the fall/winter, they kill 
off the three-year-old needles and go through 
winter with only two years of green needles. 
The key to recognizing this is that the branch 
tips still have green needles, while the newly 
turned brown ones are on the inside portion 
of the branch, towards the bole of the tree. 
 What we have 
seen in the last 10+ 
years is actually 
caused by two sepa-
rate but similar prob-
lems.	The	first	prob-
lem is Western Gall 
Rust, a disease that 
affects Ponderosa 
pine and Lodgepole pine in Placer County. 
If you look closely at these dead limbs, you 
may see a rounded woody-like gall on the 
branch, anywhere from golf ball to grapefruit 
size. These globose galls eventually strangle 
the branch and kill it. This may take sev-
eral years as the gall grows bigger and the 
branch	tries	to	fight	it	by	growing	around	it.	
In the spring, if one looks closely at the gall 
surface, you will see orange colored spores, 

that are the 
reproductive 
part of the 
disease. The 
spores are 
carried by 
the wind and 
usually need 
warm humid 

still weather to increase the changes of the 
spores infecting other trees. The spores can 
be carried many miles by the wind. Infec-
tions can also occur in the bole of a pine tree, 
much slower growing but still ultimately fatal 
to the entire tree. The bole cankers caused 
by the disease can live for over 100 years on 

Continued on Page 15

PCSO Hosts Search and 
Rescue Teams

By PCSO PIO

 More than 300 
search and rescue 
team members from 
around the state were 
in the American River 
Canyon near Auburn 
for a mountain rescue 

team testing on Saturday, 
March 1. The event ran from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
		 The	Placer	County	Sheriff	Office’s	
Mountain Rescue Team, one of many spe-
cialized teams of the Sheriff’s Search and 
Rescue operations, hosted the Califor-
nia Region Mountain Rescue Association 
(CRMRA) 2014 Reaccreditation. Teams 
belonging to the CRMRA are required to 
recertify each year in one of three disciplines, 
including snow and ice, technical rock and 
search and tracking. This year's event will be 
search and tracking. 
  The reaccreditation took place in the 
Auburn State Recreation Area in the 
American River canyon, and the command 
post was at the American River Canyon 
Overlook Park. Field teams tracked "sub-
jects," worked medical scenarios, did grid 
searches, and located a "missing" aircraft. 
State Parks was instrumental in allowing the 
PCSO Mountain Rescue Team to host the 
event in their jurisdiction.

The Trees Under the
Protection of the Gods

By Aesop

 The Gods, according to an ancient 
legend, made choice of certain trees to be 
under	their	special	protection.		Jupiter	chose	
the oak, Venus the myrtle, Apollo the laurel, 
Cybele the pine, and Hercules the poplar.  
Minerva, wondering why they had preferred 
trees not yielding fruit, inquired the reason 
for	their	choice.	Jupiter	replied,	"It	is	lest	we	
should seem to covet the honor for the fruit."  
But said Minerva, "Let anyone say what he 
will the olive is more dear to me on account 
of	its	fruit."		Then	said	Jupiter,	"My	daughter,	
you are rightly called wise; for unless what 
we do is useful, the glory of it is vain."
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Alta Firefighters’ Assn. 
Honors Board and 

Auxiliary
By Lisa Russell, 

Administrative Chief, Alta 
Fire Protection District

 In appreciation of the increased sup-
port	the	Alta	Volunteer	Firefighter’s	Associa-
tion has received from the District Board of 
Directors and the Ladies’ Auxiliary, the Fire-
fighters	and	CERT	team	hosted	an	appre-
ciation dinner for both groups on Saturday, 
January	25th	at	the	Alta	Community	Center.
 “Our emergency personnel get 
thanked regularly because they’re so visible 
to the community, but the folks helping those 
personnel respond safely and professionally 
deserve the same recognition,” said Alta Fire 
Chief, Rich Thickens. 
 The recent increase in personnel due 
to	firefighter	recruitment	and	the	development	
of the CERT team has led to a much more 
demanding role for the Board of Directors, 
assisting with community involvement, policy 
development and budgetary challenges. 
 Although the department volunteer 
roster and activity level has increased sub-
stantially in the last year, the budget has not, 
and the responders are relying more and 
more on grants and outside funding sources 
for equipment and training. For 2014, the 
District has already secured almost $26,000 
in grant money, increasing their resources 
by more than a third, but each outside fund-
ing source requires additional planning and 
administration for the department, adding to 
the workload for the directors. “A lot of effort 
is being expended, but everyone’s work-
ing together to make the best decisions for 
the district and to prioritize the needs of the 
responders and the community,” said Admin-
istrative Chief, Lisa Russell. “With the chal-
lenges facing volunteer departments these 
days, we need directors who can be progres-
sive and work with us to get things done.”
 The Alta Fire Department Ladies Auxil-
iary has stepped up to the task as well. Using 
proceeds from boot donations and sales 

Alta Volunteer Fire Dept. Ladies’ 
Auxiliary: Linda Wortell, Anne Ruiz, 
Vivian Gardner, Carol Gillies, Linda 

Mandelker, Lisa Brewer, Liz Saunders

from The Attic, the local thrift shop, they have 
contributed almost $1,000 already this year to 
the department, purchasing winter tires for a 
recently donated chief’s vehicle. In 2013, the 
Ladies also assisted with purchasing turnout 
gear	and	breathing	apparatus	for	the	firefight-
ers, and have established a reimbursement 
program for wildland boots for the volunteers.

2014 AFPD Board - Karen Calvert, 
William Hart, Ed Snider, & Monte Kent.

Watercolor Workshop
By Joan Chlarson

 Hi Watercolor Friends, have you been 
getting your brushes wet and colorful? I have 
missed our times together and would like to 
do some painting with you. I would call this a 
"Refresh Watercolor Workshop." The dates 

are Thursdays, March 6, 13, 20, 10AM-2PM, 
at my studio in Dutch Flat. There will be no 
charge for this workshop and I will try to do 
some demo each time... concentrating on 
shape making, the fewer the better! We will 
work from photographs and possibly one still 
life. We also might add a little collage to your 
watercolor for texture making.
 Because of the size of my studio 
space	is	limited,	it	will	be	a	first	come	basis.	
Let me know if you are interested by pro-
viding your name, address, email address, 
phone and experience, if you have not been 
in one of my workshops before. This is an all-
level group, beginners to professional.
 I’m looking forward to our developing 
some more watercolor muscle.
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a	member	of	a	coalition	that	that	has	filed	a	
lawsuit against the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife over their Suction Dredge 
Mining regulations. NFARA feels that this 
is the only way to protect our river from this 
inappropriate and destructive activity. The 
case is working its way through the courts.
 Land Acquisitions - NFARA sup-
ports the acquisition of sensitive private lands 
by land trusts or the government to prevent 
inappropriate development. We supported 
the purchase of the Royal Gorge properties 
by Truckee Donner Land Trust. We support 
American River Conservancy’s effort to pur-
chase 10,000 acres at the headwaters of the 
Middle and North Forks of the American River 
adjacent to the Granite Chief Wilderness.
 Public Access and Public Service 
- NFARA is deeply concerned with maintain-
ing access to our public lands. Several years 
ago we took successful legal action regarding 
the blockage of Lost Camp Road near Blue 
Canyon. We monitor this issue throughout 
the North Fork.
 Trail Projects - In 2013 on our clean-
up trip to Green Valley, approximately 500 
pounds of trash was collected by volunteers 
and	piled	in	one	spot	above	the	flood	line	to	
be hauled out later. All of this trash and the 
trash collected in previous years will require a 
helicopter to remove. NFARA has been work-
ing on getting helicopter support. This year 
looked promising since the BLM had plans to 
use a helicopter to remove the cable that had 
been strung across Giant Gap a couple years 
ago.	Unfortunately,	due	to	the	fires	and	the	
government shut-down, nothing was done. 
We’ll try again this year.

About NFARA
 North Fork American River Alliance 
is	a	501(c)3	non-profit	public	benefit	corpo-
ration, run completely by volunteers. Our 
mission is to preserve the wild, scenic and 
cultural heritage within the watershed of the 
North Fork American River. We are an active 
and respected organization dealing with a 
broad range of issues. From protecting water 
quality and the viewshed to preserving public 
access to promoting non-motorized recrea-
tion, our voice is heard. We rely on member-
ships	and	donations	for	financial	support.		
 For more information on NFARA 
activities	or	on	how	to	join,	contact	Jim	Ricker	
at 530-389-8344 or email: jvricker@prince-
ricker.net. Visit our website at www.nfara.org.

NFARA, continued from Page 8 Murder by 
Cliche
By Debby 

McClatchy

Chapter Three

 Celeste Wood-
ward, the town's premier 
literary recluse, care-

fully checked over all twelve teacups in the 
Minton service. Her sole live-in staff, a cook-
housekeeper named Manning, was under 
inordinate scrutiny for every task, minor or 
major. A small chip or crack, even if put there 
by the daily maid, Eustice, was an excuse 
for a monsterous tirade, one that left Man-
ning shaken, and Celeste, breathless and 
triumphant. She had a loud trebly voice that 
carried well, and the Evans cousins only had 
to be on their front porch next door, taking the 
air, to overhear. They did, however, have to 
be closer on "neighborhood watch," as they 
were on a past Wednesday, to hear Manning 
distinctly tell Eustice, "Someday I am going to 
gain	my	nerve	and	let	that	old	selfish	battle-
axe have it!" 
 Celeste was seventy-three, but only 
admitted	to	fifty-five.	Layers	of	powder,	over-
bright eyes, produced by drops, and tiny clips 
pulling back the skin to her hairline, helped 
the illusion, but not much. The skin of her 
arms	was	folded	like	a	flag	without	a	breeze,	
so	she	wore	long	flowing	garments	of	differ-
ent	floral	designs.	Her	hair	was	permed	and	
suspiciously blond. She was a tyrant, and 
one of a petty nature, so had no true friends, 
and only a few false ones. 
 Her household included Roger Smith-
Robbins, a twentyish nephew, spoiled, inef-
fectual, unlucky at cards, and cursed with 
few social graces. He plodded along like a 
tortoise, sure of his aunt's fortunes coming 
his way soon. The other member of the family 
was her ward, Sharon Woodward, a dark 
hole to her light, a dull background to her 
vibrant excesses. Sharon was the size of a 
child, but with large bony hands and feet, so 
she always seemed off balance. She loved 
Roger with a passion that made her faint and 
miserable. She waited on his every word, 
was always nearby when he turned around. 
He found her pathetic and a bore.
 Celeste made particularly sure she 
controlled all aspects of everyday life under 
her roof. Manning had been found out as a 
petty thief at her former place of hire, and 
Celeste took her on only because she knew 
Manning could never quit, as she loved to 
remind the miserable woman. Sharon was 
totally	dependent,	financially	and	socially,	so	

no trouble there. Roger had once actually 
found a sweetheart, a totally unacceptable 
millinary clerk, named Marcy Wallace. When 
given a choice between Marcy and money, 
he, of course, chose the latter. It was all so 
simple, and everyone was much happier in 
an ordered, structured home.
 Life in this home was not fun. Luck-
ily it was a large house, with many rooms 
and eaves, and each of its four residents 
could escape from the others. Celeste, in the 
overstuffed Amagansett-covered grandeur of 
Victorian plum and blue that was her private 
lounge; Sharon, to the former nursery where 
she could touch and play with Roger's old 
toys; Manning, in her dark warren under-
stairs; and Roger, in the wine celler, where 
he could sit for hours, sipping vintages and 
fantasizing about what he was going to do 
with all that money!

	 Juliet	Commander	
was brushing out 
her hair. She kept it 
long, despite the
fashion of the day, 
as it was her best 
feature. She was 
slightly vain about 

it. A little too auburn to be strawberry blond, 
but too light to be called red. It was matched 
with fair, freckled skin and green eyes. She 
was one of those rare beauties who was also 
nice, who cared about her fellow man, at 
least those with whom she came in contact, 
as the youngest daughter of the Manor. She 
would have been repulsed by the slums of 
London but was a constant helper to Vicar 
Constanton, delivering baskets of food on all 
holidays and knitting warm jumpers for the 
newborns of the poor.
 The most important part of her life 
was her love for Michael Tadbourne. It was a 
secret love between them, as he loved her, 
too, and had declared it to her. It took him 
twelve	years	to	do	so.	They	first	met	when	
her dad had hired him to tame her new pony 
and teach her to ride. He was thirteen; she 
was eight. He was overwelmed, shy, and 
scared; she was outwardly calm, but inwardly 
excited. He was like none of the boys who 
came with their mothers to call, all manners 
and polite conversation. Mike was so alive, 
so able, and the pony and she grew to love 
him. 
 As they grew up, and as she pro-
gressed from pony to donkey cart to horse, 
there always seemed to be a need for his 
help and expertise. Two years earlier they 
had shyly become aware of each other's 
feelings. But it was an impossible courtship. 
Both knew there could be no marriage. But 
they met and held each other and talked of 

My country is the world, and 
my religion is to do good. 

-Thomas Paine, philosopher 
and writer (1737-1809)



Community – Winter 2013 w Page 11 

a different time. He suggested America, but 
halfheartedly, as he knew she wouldn't hurt 
the parents she loved. 
 Also, her older sister, Corrine, had to 
marry	first;	it	was	the	custom.	Corrine	was	
so	arrogant,	Julianne	couldn't	fathom	anyone	
wanting her. Corrine had a longer face and 
weaker chin, but larger and more expressive 
eyes. She was also taller with a large bosom, 
continually bedecked with ribbons and bows.
Corrine was waiting for the perfect match, 
with wealth, position, and looks, although she 
would never admit to it. She had carefully 
looked over anyone eligible in Lindenmouth 
when she was fourteen and deemed them all 
inadequate.  When she was sixteen, an 
Earl's son had come to visit. She approved of 
him	but	was	shocked	to	find	out	that	he	did	
not want her. She produced a month of tan-
trums, then settled back sourly to wait. Her 
parents paraded all the eligible young men, 
invited others from afar for lavish country 
week-ends, but now, as she was twenty-two, 
they were about to give up.
	 Corrine	and	Juliet	were	making	the	
monthly social call on the Vicar. It should 
have been vice-versa, but Vicar Constanton 
was well past ninety, very deaf, and prone 
to falling asleep during his own sermons. He 
was attended by an equally elderly house-
keeper, Mrs. Trotters. The church wardens 
had been trying nicely, for years, to convince 
both to retire, but they were entrenched. 
When the subject of retirement was men-
tioned, both would start to breathe heavily, 
flutter	their	arms	in	the	air,	and	croak	out	
weakly that it would be their death. Local 
matrons were concerned about Mrs. Trotters' 
cooking, so someone was always bringing 
casseroles and cakes. Today it was the sis-
ters' turn.
	 Juliet	and	Corrine	spent	just	enough	
time with the Vicar to satisfy the require-
ments of etiquette, and then, their duty done, 
they started up the High Street toward home. 
Shops had shut for lunch, and people were 
gathered in the street. Most shops reopening 
for a couple of hours in the evening, a new 
business tactic started by Cornelius Spanner, 
owner of Past Treasures, hoping to extract a 
little more from the seaside holiday makers. 
The	street	was	gay	with	baskets	of	flowers	
and lanterns.
 Passing the antique shop, they saw 
Charlie Cummins outside with the proprietor. 
Charlie was talking with animation, but Mr. 
Spanner was looking very pale. Social graces 
dictated the sisters walk on and not seem too 
interested, but it was hard not to hear some 
of the words, like blood and murder and Tad-
bourne.	Juliet	stopped	in	her	tracks.	
 Charlie noticed he was attracting a 

large crowd, including the owners of nearby 
stores like Art Friendly of the Hardware 
Haven and Sarah Daley from the Lace and 
Notions Emporium.
 He decided it would be easier to ask 
questions of them collectively, rather than 
visit each individual who might have seen 
or heard anything. The Exeter police had 
checked over and moved the body. Pending 
medical examination, the general consen-
sus was that it had to be murder; damage to 
Tom's head was far too extensive to be from 
one fall. Also, there had been no outcropping 
rock nearby which could have been respon-
sible for the damage. They were looking for 
next	of	kin,	but	no	one	could	find	Brad	or	
knew anyone else to contact. A picture would 
be circulated in nearby areas, and the body 
would be held locally until claimed. Mean-
while, Charlie had been detailed to question 
local	residents.	He	figured	he	could	work	his	
way down the Esplanade, to the Royal Devon 
and Molly.
 Charlie held up his hand to quell the 
murmurs and whispers around him from 
tradesmen and ladies shopping, children 
out of school for the spring holiday, and 
stiff-backed matrons, Early holiday makers 
optimistically seeking sunshine huddled in a 
small gathering, moving inward like penguins 
trying	to	find	the	warmest,	safest	spot	in	the	
center	of	the	flock.
 They all turned to Charlie, with various 
degrees of wariness; the town grapevine had 
already spread the terrible news.
 Charlie started softly, getting more 
force as he felt more in charge. "You've all 
heard by now that Tom Clark, the farmhand 
over at Tadbournes', was found dead this 
afternoon."
 Cornelius interrupted, "We hear it 
was murder; we saw the police out of Exeter 
come through, and then back again. He 
wasn't liked, that's for sure, but we wouldn't 
wish murder on him."
 "We don't know for sure, Mr. Span-
ner, but it does look that way." Charlie turned 
back to the rest of the crowd and asked, "Has 
anyone seen or heard anything about this?"
 Art Friendly pushed forward. "It must 
be robbery; a stranger passing through. Why, 
we all know each other in town. That would 
explain it; yes, that must be what happened."
 Sarah interrupred gently, "He was a 
farmhand; what would he have worth steal-
ing?" At almost twelve stone, resting awk-
wardly	on	sixty-five	inches	of	body;	make-up	
haphazardly	applied,	and	finger	waved	hair	
of a startling blond, Sarah was Mutt to Cor-
nelius'	Jeff.	He	had	the	leaness	of	a	long	life	
denying himself any pleasureable pastime, 
including substantial, well-prepared food, the 

unescorted company of women, and, particu-
larly, the demon rum. The only vice that con-
sumed him was the love of well-oiled wood, 
formed in the long-time past into ornate, 
functional pieces of furniture. He could spend 
hours polishing and cleaning anything made 
of rosewood, walnut, or teak.
 Art Friendly was like the invisible man. 
You could never recall any details about him 
the minute he left you. He stepped back, not 
answering Sarah, whom he detested. No one 
else came forward from the group. The trag-
edy had been out of town; they were hesitant 
to even say anything. They were held back 
by that old maxim to not say anything ill of 
the dead. Tom had been a petty prankster, 
letting out horses, disrupting gardens, bully-
ing younger boys; it was even thought that 
he and Brad might be behind a few small 
thefts in outlying holiday cottages. So no one 
mourned or offered ideas. Best to let a dead 
man lie.There had never been a murder in 
Lindenmouth	before,	except	that	fisherman	
who stabbed his partner back in the 1870s for 
some unremembered slight, and the present 
town	was	horrified	but	fascinated.
 Charlie realized there was nothing 
here to learn and pedaled down to the Royal 
Devon. It was long past his supper. He went 
around to the back of the hotel. It really was 
a	magnificent	place,	seventy-four	rooms,	
some even with private facilities, seafacing 
wooden	balconies	along	the	first	floor,	hung	
with	baskets	of	flowers.	Painted	cream	with	
royal blue trim, at four stories high, it was by 
far the grandest structure on the Esplanade. 
The Victoria next door charged more and put 
on airs, but constructed of heavy beach rock; 
it lacked the grace and style of its neighbor. 

 The Royal 
Devon was 
one of those 
proper sea-
side places 
where resi-
dents took all 
their meals in 
the hotel, from 
full cooked 
breakfast, to 
light soup and 
salad lunch-
eon, to after-
noon cream 
tea,	a	five-
course roast 

supper,	finished	off	with	trifle,	cheese	and	
biscuits, coffee and mints. After two or three 
days of this, the residents tended to land on 
the shingle sands like beached whales in the 
canvas lounges. Expeditions to the Cathe-
Continued on Page 12
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dral in Exeter and the nature preserves at 
Ottery St. Miles were forgone for the joys 
of lassitude and a good book. There were 
friendships made over the clotted cream, but, 
like those begun on shipboard, they never 
seemed to reconnect later. Groups of widows 

and retired spinsters, 
traveling with a tiny 
contingent of still 
lively elderly men, 
would train down from 
Birmingham to Exeter, 
via London, and 
would wind the twelve 
miles to Lindenmouth 

by hired transport. It was almost too much of 
an adventure at the time, but a good source 
of travel stories for those left at home.
 Charlie walked down the steps to the 
basement level of the hotel, through the deliv-
ery alcove, and into the kitchen. It was like 
entering a whirling tornado.  Chefs 
and waiters were seperated by a long table, 
constantly being replenished with food, which 
was then whisked upstairs to the dining room. 
Charlie noticed carameized parsnips and a 
smoked makerel in cream sauce. He grabbed 
a plate of each, only to feel his ear smacked 
from behind.
 "Charlie Cummins, who do you think 
you are, pilfering my good food, stealing out 
of the mouths of my customers?"
 Charlie turned in consternation and 
found Molly laughing at him, but moving fast, 
continuing her work. "Seriously, Charlie, this 
is a bad time," she protested, piping little 
rosettes	of	mash	on	the	bubbling	fish.
 Charlie could smell freshly-baked 
bread, mixed with the lemony smokey aroma 
of	the	fish	starter.	He	studied	Molly	as	she	
worked. She had the dark hair and eyes of 
the northern Welsh. Her mass of dark curls 
was now held back with a ribbon, and her 
eyes shimmered from the large overhead 
lights. Her enveloping starched white apron, 
over a sensible checked cotton shift, couldn't 
hide	her	lovely	figure,	recently	enhanced	by	a	
new pastry recipe. Charlie attacked the food 
and	licked	his	fingers.	He	grabbed	a	granery	
roll, and slid out the side door into the pan-
tries. He found a small table and chairs there 
for short breaks of the staff, and he gratefully 
sat	down	and	finished	his	meal.
 Devouring every last delicious crumb, 
Charlie went back upstairs to the bar. 
Carstairs was again slumped and drowsing, 
this	time	in	an	overstuffed	chair	by	the	fire.	
Again no one was bothering him. The rest of 
the place was vacant, all residents at dinner 
and too early for locals out for the evening. 

Murder, continued from Page 11

jump, schuss downhill at top speed, and 
handle the kick and glide endurance of a 
fast-paced cross country race. The downhill 
and slalom races were tough with minimal 
course grooming. There were no gates as in 
the modern Downhill, but a gate where you 
started	and	a	gate	at	the	finish.	The	skier	
picked the fastest line down the hill. 
 There were no chairlifts to whisk the 
skiers up for their training runs. Bindings were 
fashioned out of heavy copper plates with 
their edges bent up around the skier’s boots. 
Leather straps were laced through slots in 
the skis, and then wrapped around the foot 
as a type of safety binding. Their wooden skis 
were homemade. Metal edges were screwed 
on, but the screws often popped out after 
a day’s skiing. Cross-country skis were old 
alpine skis cut down and then routed out from 
underneath. 
 On weekends the Nevada team 
would travel to Cisco, California, where the 
Auburn Ski Club had a ski jump. At Cisco, the 
Nevada team had the opportunity to train with 
some of the best jumpers in the country. The 
college boys could learn from top skiers like 
Andy Blodger, Sig Vettestad, and the legend-
ary Roy Mikkelsen, star of the Auburn club 
and the U.S. national champion. 
 The 1939 season came down to the 
final	competitions	held	at	Yosemite’s	Badger	
Pass	ski	area.	On	the	first	day	of	competition,	
the Pack was off to a poor start. Plagued by 
injuries and far from full strength, they lost 
the opening cross-country ski event so badly 
that they were regarded as almost out of the 
running. One spectator described how the 
Nevada skiers pulled back from near defeat: 
“Paced by Dick Mitchell, who came blasting 
down the downhill and slalom runs to take 
first	in	both	events,	the	Nevadans	staged	
a	magnificent	rally,	and	were	within	striking	
distance of the leaders as the second day 
of the meet closed. Martin Arrougé matched 
Mitchell in honors. Figured to compete with 
Mitchell	for	first	place	in	the	downhill	event,	
Arrougé fell on the run as he swerved to 
avoid a group of spectators who had crowded 
out on the course, and sustained painful inju-
ries when he crashed into an exposed tree 
stump	three-quarters	of	a	mile	from	the	finish	
line. After the impact, Arrougé somehow man-
aged	to	gather	himself	together	and	finish	
the	run,	turning	in	a	time,	which,	figured	with	
the performances of his teammates, gave 
Nevada	first	place	in	the	event.”	
	 At	the	finish	line	Arrougé	collapsed	and	
was rushed to the hospital with serious but 
non-life threatening injuries. His teammates 

Wolf Pack, continued from Page 4

Continued on Page 15

Sally Towle
November 11, 1931 – 

February 10, 2014

 Our friend Sally Towle passed away in 
February after a brief battle with pancreatic 
cancer. All who knew Sally appreciated her 
good humor and willingness to always pitch 
in whenever help was needed. Her greatest 
legacy is that Sally was a friend to many and 
will be missed by all who knew her.
 As mentioned on page 4 in Doug Fer-
rier's article about the Golden Drift Museum, 
Sally was a valued longtime volunteer. She 
served on the board and was a docent for 
many years. She was also an active volun-
teer for the Dutch Flat Community Center, 
contributing her efforts for the White Elephant 
Sale,	the	4th	of	July	salad	luncheon,	and	in	
many other ways. 
 One of her delights was to hike with 
her friends every Tuesday. The intrepid group 
has hiked together for many years, exploring 
new trails and revisiting old favorites. 
 Sally was a widow when she met 
Dick	Towle.	Her	first	husband	was	Bernie	
Bozek Sr. She is survived by many loving 
family members. They include husband Dick 
Towle, children Liz Krohn and her husband 
Gary, Charlie Bozek and grandson Bran-
don Bozek and his wife Erin; step-children 
Gay Wiseman, Karen Mingst and her hus-
band Barry, Shellie Archer and her husband 
Jeff,	and	Richard	Towle;	step-grandchildren	
Greg,	Janet,	Brian	and	Sarah,	Jennifer,	Julie	
and Laura and great-grandchildren Aslynn, 
Gideon, Terry and Gavin. 
 Private services were previously held. 
Friends are invited to attend a “Celebrate 
Sally” Potluck Sat., March 15 at 12 noon at 
Dutch Flat Community Center, 933 Stockton 
Street, Dutch Flat, to honor her. Bring your 
place setting and a dish to share. Come with 
stories of Sally, meet her family and make 
new good memories of our longtime friend.
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Hugh was enjoying a break over ale and 
ginger and the Exeter newspaper. It was too 
soon for any news of Tom, but Hugh liked to 
follow the horse races.
 He jerked awake and looked up, notic-
ing Charlie. "Want a drink, Constable?"
	 "Just	a	lemonade;	I'm	still	on	duty".	
Hugh motioned to Charlie to help himself and 
returned to the paper.
 Charlie poured the drink and sat down 
at a table. Hugh looked up again. His eyes 
looked faded and he hadn't shaved. He was 
taking misfortune hard in his adopted town, 
and feared his glum presence might affect his 
business. He couldn't afford too much to drop 
off. 
 Charlie sensed all this and proceeded 
carefully, "We're trying to connect with any 
friends or family of Tom. I remember you 
mentioned a mate of his turning up the even-
ing before last. Have you ever seen him 
before? Did you hear them talking?"
 Hugh answered thoughtfully, "I've tried 
and I've tried to remember where I had seen 
him before, but it was a while back, right 
when I bought the place, and I just had too 
much on my plate. This time they were also 
with some others I didn't know either, an older 
couple. I'm sorry I can't be more help."
 "Have you seen him since? What did 
he look like?", Charlie asked quickly.
 "No, not since. And he was about the 
same age as Tom and Brad, with longish 
hair and a close-cropped beard and glasses. 
You know, a bit like a teacher or a librarian 
or some one who would work with his mind, 
not his hands. Not at all like Tom; it seemed 
strange. Although they were glad to see each 
other, I can tell you that."
 Charlie thanked Hugh, tried to pay 
for his food and lemonade and was told not 
to be foolish, so he walked back out into the 
night. It had been a long day, and he certainly 
hoped Carole had phoned his parents and 
explained, or he was in deep trouble. When 
he softly opened the door at home, though, 
he was only faced with cold bangers and 
mash, while his mum tried to hug him and tell 
him how worried she was for her "new little 
officer."	

To Be Continued ....

Aftermath of the
American Fire

By USFS Tahoe National Forest

	 Tahoe	National	Forest	(TNF)	officials	
have assessed conditions on two popular 
trails after last summer's American Fire, the 
Western States Trail (WST) and OHV Trail 
Loop 6, also known as Forest Service Trail 
11E44 (Loop 6). 

 The WST between Michigan Bluff and 
Deadwood Cemetery is open, and Loop 6 is 
open west of Deadwood Ridge Road. The 
entire	fire	area,	including	all	roads	and	trails,	
is closed under Forest Order 17-13-08, in 
effect until May 1, 2014, so the WST and 
Loop	6	within	the	fire	area	east	of	Deadwood	
Ridge Road remain closed. These trails will 
be returned to acceptable standards before 
being considered safe for recreationists.
 The American Fire affected approxi-
mately 25 miles of the WST. To date, roughly 
18 of those miles have undergone rehabilita-
tion	through	fire	suppression	and/or	burned	
area emergency rehabilitation efforts. Efforts 
are underway to winterize the remaining 
seven-mile segment so as to minimize ero-
sion and stabilize trail tread. This segment is 
on the National Register of Historic Places 
between Last Chance and Deadwood and 
crosses the North Fork of the Middle Fork of 
the American River canyon (NFMFAR).
	 Two	fire-damaged	trail	bridges	lie	
within the NFMFAR canyon. The smaller 
bridge, near Last Chance, has burned timber 
needing replacement. The larger swinging 
bridge that crosses the river needs further 
structural assessments before determining 
if it can be repaired. Although winterization 
activities have started on the approximately 
three	miles	of	Loop	6	affected	by	the	fire,	
further work is needed before the trail will be 
useable.	In	the	coming	months,	TNF	officials	
will work with the Western States Trail and 
the Western States Endurance Run founda-
tions and other interested individuals and 
groups	to	repair	and	maintain	the	fire-affected	

trails.
 “The American River Ranger District 
is looking forward to working with volunteers 
with an appropriate amount of involvement 
to preserve the trail’s historic character and 
support the strong interest in making the trail 
ready for internationally known events sched-
uled for next summer,” said Acting District 
Ranger Temoc Rios. In the meantime, the 
area remains closed in the interest of public 
safety. 
 The TNF welcomes anyone who is 
interested in helping with trail work. Potential 
volunteers should call the American River 
District	Office	at	530-367-2224	between	8	
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Weekdays. For more 
Tahoe National Forest information, go to 
www.fs.usda.gov/main/tahoe/home. Follow 
us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/Tahoe_NF.

Tevis Cup Volunteers, 2013

Tevis Cup Rider, 2013

Shakespeare’s Sonnets - #1

From fairest creatures we desire increase,
That thereby beauty's rose might never die,

But as the riper should by time decease,
His tender heir might bear his memory:

But thou contracted to thine own bright eyes,
Feed'st	thy	light's	flame	with	self-substantial	

fuel,
Making a famine where abundance lies,

Thy self thy foe, to thy sweet self too cruel:
Thou that art now the world's fresh 

ornament,
And only herald to the gaudy spring,

Within thine own bud buriest thy content,
And tender churl mak'st waste in niggarding:

   Pity the world, or else this glutton be,
   To eat the world's due, by the grave and 

thee.

When nothing seems to help, I 
go and look at a stone-cutter 
hammering away at his rock 

perhaps a hundred times without 
as much as a crack showing in 
it. Yet at the hundred and first 
blow it would split in two, and I 
know it was not that blow that 

did it, but all that had gone before 
together. - Jacob A. Riis, journalist 

and social reformer (1849-1914)
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the tree before killing it. When I was much 
younger, we only used to see Western Gall 
Rust in small young trees generally less than 
40’ tall. Then around the late 1990s and early 
2000s, spring weather conditions were just 
right to allow spreading spores to go from low 
growing trees up into the crowns of the larger 
trees. 
 The second cause of the dead 
branches is a fungus called Diplodia. It 
spreads very similarly to Western Gall Rust, 
but does not cause globose galls on the 
branches. It enters the tree through the nee-
dles and travels down the branch, imparing 
nutrient circulation within the branch until the 
needles die. 
 At present, the problems with these 
diseases is that they weaken a pine tree to 
the point that bark beetles, always present in 
a forest, will sense the tree is under stress, 
and attack and kill it. If the current drought 
continues, this will add more stress to the 
trees, potentially increasing the risk of bark 
beetle attack. 
 There are no current preventive meas-
ures, magic tree sprays or tree injections, 
that can be taken now to lower the potential 
impacts of these diseases or bark beetle 
attacks. We hope the trees will grow through 
these outbreaks on their own by continuing to 
create new branches, not losing all their cur-
rent branches. So far, the Gall Rust has been 
around in our larger trees for at least 12-15 
years, while Diplodia has been around here 
for at least 7-8 years. I have not seen any 
abnormal bark beetle attacks following these 
infections, but that is not to say they will not 
occur. 
 If you have a pine tree die from bark 
beetle attack, immediately have it cut down 
and removed or cut up so it doesn’t continue 
to be a breeding site for future beetles. Try 
to keep you forests as healthy as you can 

Big Trees, continued from Page 8 by removing smaller competing vegetation, 
giving your big trees more access to water 
and nutrients in the soil. This will also provide 
some	forest	fire	protection	and	public	safety	
benefits.	We're	hoping	to	avoid	a	more	seri-
ous	drought	and	any	significant	forest	fires,	
another potential major problem.

Kathryn M. McGinis
July 29, 1924 – January 4, 2014

 Longtime resident and friend to many, 
Kathryn	McGinis	passed	away	in	January	of	
this year at home after a short illness. Kath-
ryn was an active volunteer in her adopted 
home of Dutch Flat as a docent for the 
Golden Drift Museum, and was an active 
member of Eastern Star for nearly her entire 
life. 
 Kathryn was born in Wilmington, 
Delaware	on	July	29,	1924,	and	grew	up	
in Flagstaff, Arizona with parents O.B. and 
Mabel Custis, and four siblings. She earned 
her Bachelor's degree from Arizona State 
College in Flagstaff, and her Master's degree 
from Washington University in St. Louis. 
Kathryn moved to Oakland, California where 
she began her varied career which included 
teaching and working as a medical assistant 
for allergist Dr. Roe in Oakland. A mutual 
friend introduced her to her future husband, 
John	P.	McGinis	and	the	two	shared	55	years	
of marriage until his death in 2007. 
 The couple raised two sons in Oak-
land and later in Pleasant Hill. They bought 
a summer home in Dutch Flat and spent 
many enjoyable weekends and summers 
there, and eventually many retirement years. 
In later years they moved to Auburn. Upon 
John's	death	Kathryn	moved	to	Auburn	
Ravine Terrace. Kathryn enjoyed her Masonic 
affiliations;	during	her	teen	years	she	was	
a member of the International Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls, during which time she 
served as Grand Worthy Advisor. She then 
joined the Order of the Eastern Star and was 
an active member for 71 years, holding many 

A Fond Farewell
By Susan Prince

 After eight years, it's time to hand the 
editing of our quarterly Community news-
paper over to others.  Please welcome our 
new crew, including Marybeth Blackington, 
Shana Brown, Tom McDonnell, and Michael 
Barham, in the Summer 2014 issue of the 
paper,	coming	out	in	early	June.	
 That will mean some changes for 
contributors and advertisers, including earlier 
due dates for changes, new ads, or content 
as	the	new	newspaper	crew	finds	their	foot-
ing with the paper. They're still looking for 
others to lend a hand as an editor, photogra-
pher, proofer, layout specialist, and ad solici-
tor. Contact Marybeth if you want to help, at 
530-389-2393 or marybeth0112@gmail.com. 
There will be jobs for those both with or with-
out direct experience in writing or journalism. 
 I'll still contribute items and photos to 
the paper … I can't resist some involvement, 
after all. It's been a priviledge and an honor 
to	work	on	the	paper,	first	with	Krista	Wei-
dman, then on my own. Yes, it's a fair amount 
of work, but learning the ropes makes it much 
easier. It's so satisfying to be able to assure 
our local residents have access to useful 
information and news! I also love being able 
to thank the many volunteers who make our 
small	communities	such	fine	places	to	live.	
You're what make living here so special, 
along with the natural beauty around us.
 I'm sure looking forward to reading 
every issue of Community when it arrives!
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Chapter	and	Grand	Offices.	
 She developed an interest in geneal-
ogy and took great pleasure in sharing with 
her family their roots. Her energy and crea-
tivity made her a welcome member of any 
committee on which she chose to spend her 
time and talents. Travel was one of her pas-
sions and she enjoyed visiting many loca-
tions, particularly to research her family tree. 
Kathryn was known for her gracious hospital-
ity, and for her delight in helping to ease the 
way for others. She was a consummate lady 
who will be missed by her family and many 
friends she leaves behind, including her two 
sons, Michael and Brian (Rose), one grand-
daughter, two great grandsons, two sisters, 
two nieces, one grandnephew and one 
grandniece.
 The Celebration of Life for Kathryn 
was held at Auburn Ravine Terrace in Auburn 
California	on	January	12,	2014.	Special	
presentation was given by the Evangeline 
Chapter No. 9 Order of the Eastern Star. 
Private burial will be at Dutch Flat Cemetery 
where Kathryn will be laid to rest beside the 
love	of	her	life,	her	husband,	John	McGinis.	
Donations may be made in her memory to 
Auburn Ravine Terrace, Dutch Flat Golden 
Drift Museum, Northern Arizona State Univer-
sity, Oakland Children's Hospital, American 
Cancer Society or the charity of your choice .

Editor's Note: Jim and I regularly attended 
Kathryn's and John's annual Christmas Eve 
Open House, usually before heading over to 
my parents' house for our holiday dinner. We 
always enjoyed talking with our many Dutch 
Flat friends and the McGinis' lavish spread of 
treats. Kathryn always pressed a loaf of her 
home-made stollen into our hands as we left. 
She was a lovely, kind and generous lady 
and we will miss her

Kathryn and fellow volunteer Heidi 
Johnson at the Golden Drift Museum

were distracted by the medical emergency, 
but the contest wasn’t over and with Marti 
out of the competition the Huskies smelled 
blood. The Wolf Pack’s 1939 school yearbook 
stated: “Going into the last day of competi-
tion, Nevada, badly handicapped by the loss 
of Arrougé, by injuries to Earl Edmunds from 
Truckee,	and	Jim	Worden,	Jack	Starratt,	and	
Carl	Bechdolt,	Jr.	from	Tahoe	City,	seemed	
slated for another close defeat at the hands 
of	the	Huskies,	but	four	Nevadans	finished	
among	the	first	ten	in	the	jumping	competi-
tion, to take the event, the meet, and the 
coast title.”
 The claim that the University of 
Nevada ski team won the National Colle-
giate Championship in 1939 was not exactly 
true. Although they had outscored every 
college	they	competed	against	in	the	Pacific	
States region, they never skied head-to-head 
against the team from Dartmouth College, 
considered by many the team to beat. 
 The Nevada team based their victory 
on a “comparison of results” because they 
had beaten a strong University of Washington 
team by a larger point margin than Dartmouth 
had. But despite their undefeated record 
and total point advantage, they still couldn’t 
claim to be true national champs because 
there was no national sanctioning authority 
for intercollegiate skiing until 1954 when the 
first	NCAA	National	Intercollegiate	Ski	Cham-
pionships were held. That seminal event was 
hosted and conducted by the University of 
Nevada at Slide Mountain. 
 Despite the lack of a national title, the 
young men on the 1939 University of Nevada 
ski team were champions in every sense 
of the word. When War World II broke out, 

these ath-
letes excelled 
in battle and 
leadership. The 
skill and cour-
age that they 
showed on 
the ski course 
were the same 
characteris-
tics that made them heroes in both war and 
peacetime. Grit and determination are the 
hallmarks of a true competitor, and these 
guys had it in spades. 
 Tahoe historian Mark McLaughlin is a 
nationally published author and professional 
speaker. His award-winning books are avail-
able at local stores or at www.thestormking.
com. You can reach him at mark@thestormk-
ing.com Check out Mark’s blog: www.tahoe-
nuggets.com.

Wolf Pack, continued from Page 8

And the fox said to the little 
prince: men have forgotten this 
truth, but you must not forget 

it. You become responsible, 
forever, for what you have tamed. 

-Antoine de Saint-Exupery, 
author and aviator (1900-1944)




