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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FAMED

DUTCH FLAT COMMUNITY
WHITE ELEPHANT SALE

Press Release
Saturday and Sunday

September 1 & 2
From 9 am to 2 pm

“Labor Day” Weekend

 Strike gold at the 50th annual White 
Elephant Sale in Dutch Flat, California!    Find 
nuggets of treasure without the camping, rus-
tic bathrooms, and no pork and beans from 
a can. Come to Dutch Flat and explore our 
quaint historic town.
 As the biggest White Elephant Sale 
in the five surrounding counties, you’ll ex-
plore  carefully selected and affordably-priced 
riches displayed throughout our magnificent 
120-year old historic building. All proceeds go 
to maintain the building, formerly the Dutch 
Flat School, and now the Dutch Flat Com-
munity Center, a non-profit 501(c)(3) corpora-
tion.
 We don’t like to boast - too much! - but 
this White Elephant Sale is not only the big-
gest but the best-arranged local sale.  Each 
item has been carefully selected, thoroughly 
cleaned and beautifully displayed enabling 
you to find and buy the most wonderful 
treasures on your must-have list .  You’ll 
find items from estate pieces of fine jewelry, 
housewares and furnishings, to tools, fur-
niture, gently used clothing and linens, and 
a remarkable Christmas section.  The men 
will enjoy the Man Cave, sporting goods and 

garage items and the kids have their own toy 
and game section.  There is something for 
everyone and every season!  On Saturday 

you can purchase 
a delicious lunch 
from 11 AM to 1 
PM.
 This year, 
the Community 
Center was lucky 
enough to receive 
a massive dona-
tion of specialty 
pewter and items 
created by art-
ist John Somers.  
Everything from demitasse and espresso 
cups to tea servers to platters, tankards and 
candlesticks, eating and serving utensils to 
glassware.  The entire collection is immense 
and needs to be seen to be believed.  
 Also included in that generous dona-
tion are a number of hand-painted platters 
with a Chinese motif.  The platters are meant 
to be hung on a wall but are unique and val-
ued over $100 each.
 The Center’s Board of Directors is 
hoping to raise $200,000 through donations 
and from the sale.  While the building is 
structurally sound, it needs a new roof, some 
additional new windows and basement-foun-
dation work to reduce water seepage. The 
building is used regularly by area residents 
and visitors for weddings, annual Halloween 
and Easter open houses, July 4th events, 
concerts and performances, and monthly 
potlucks, among many other uses. The Dutch 
Flat Community Center represents not only 
our past but our future. 
 The town of Dutch Flat is located just 
off I-80, 10 minutes east of Colfax, in the 
heart of historic gold mining country. The 
entire town is listed on the California Register 
of Historic Places.  For more fun on your visit 
in Dutch Flat, take time to visit Golden Drift 
Museum (on Main Street right up the street 
from the Community Center). It will be open 
from 12 to 4 PM both Saturday and Sunday.  
 The golden 
anniversary White 
Elephant Sale in our 
historic gold country 
town of Dutch Flat is 
a “must do” for you 
and your family!

ANNUAL SWIMMING POOL 
BBQ A WONDERFUL 

EVENING
By Marybeth Blackinton

 Saturday, July 28th, was another in a 
series of hot days but the volunteers worked 
hard all day to prepare for the second an-
nual fund-raising BBQ hosted by the Friends 
of the Dutch Flat Pool.  Tables and chairs 
had to be set up and decorated, corn had to 
be shucked, potato and green salads made 
and meat (including an entire pig, tri-tip and 
chicken) had to be cooked.  Ticket sales were 
limited to 250 and they were sold out by the 
beginning of the week.
 People started 
gathering at 5:00 and 
despite the heat, many 
good friends enjoyed 
the opportunity to talk 
and catch up with each 
other over a cool bever-
age and watch the Au-
burn Mermaids perform 
a small synchronized 
swimming display (after 
a short delay due to 
technical audio prob-
lems).  By 7:00, the 
food was ready and the hungry crowd was 
rewarded with delicious meats, side dishes 
and cake for dessert.  By the time everyone 
was eating, the temperature had cooled off 
making for a very comfortable evening.  The 
Steve Menconi Band (with Susan Arrabit) 
from Colfax performed great dancing music 
before and after dinner which gave some of 
the folks a chance to work off dinner!  

 We all look forward to third annual 
event which has resurrected years of the 
BBQ in the 1940’s and 50’s.  The long list of 
volunteers providing a great time and food 
is listed in the pool’s article on page 4 of this 
paper.
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 This newspaper is published quarterly 
and distributed to Dutch Flat Community 
Center members and to residents of the 
Center’s service area from Gold Run to 
Emigrant Gap in Placer County, California.
 We welcome contributions from readers. 
Submission dates for upcoming issues:
 Winter 2018 - December 15
 Spring 2019 - March 15
 Summer 2019 - June 15
 Fall 2019 - August 15

Views expressed in letters, guest opinion 
pieces and other contributions do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editor, the 
Dutch Flat Community Center or its Board.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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How’d Ya Get Here?............................  7
NFARA Update.........................................  4
Remembering........................................... 11
Swimming Pool Update.....................  4

Community Calendar  
of Events 

SPECIAL EVENTS

Thursday, August 16 - Annual pool BBQ 
potluck.  Monthly potluck at the Dutch Flat 
Swimming Pool.  5:30 social gathering, 6:30 
dinner.  The Community Center Board of 
Directors will supply hamburgers, hotdogs, 
fresh french fries and condiments.  Please 
bring a salad or dessert and your own place 
setting.  There will be no swimming allowed 
as the lifeguard will be off duty.

Saturday, September 1 and Sunday, 
September 2 - 50th annual White Elephant 
Sale - 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Dutch Flat 
Community Center, 933 Stockton Street

Sunday, September 2 (Labor Day) - 
Pancake breakfast 8:00-11:00 $8 adults.  
IOOF Hall, 32775 Main Street, Dutch Flat

Saturday, September 15 - Great Sierra River 
Cleanup.  Meet at Colfax Hills Flat Lumber at 
8:00 AM
 
Saturday, October 7 - 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM.  
PlacerGrown Farm and Barn self-guided tour.  
Little Bear Tree Farm, 960 Meadow Road, 
Alta.

Wednesday, October 31 - Halloween Open 
House, Dutch Flat Community Center.  6:30 - 
9:00.  Free to all

Saturday, November 3 - Soup Dinner.  Two 
bowls of soup (your choice), crackers/bread, 
dessert.  4:30 to 7:00.  $7.00 for adults, 
$4.00 for  children, under 12 free.  IOOF Hall, 
32775 Main Street, Dutch Flat 

ONGOING EVENTS
 Alta Attic - 1st, 3rd, and 4th 
Thursdays 10:00 - 1:00.  2nd Saturdays, 
10:00 - 1:00. 
 Bingo, Alta Community Center, 1st 
Fridays, 7:00 PM - proceeds benefit the Alta 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
 Bookmobile (Placer County 
Library) - Stockton Street.  Every 
Friday 11:00 AM to 12:00
 Dutch Flat Community Center

Board of Directors meeting 2nd Mondays, 
6:00 PM - location varies (or contact 
President Bob Kims, 530-389-8684)
 Dutch Flat Community Center 
potluck 3rd Thursdays. Sept. - June, 
6:00 PM.  Dutch Flat Community 
Center, 933 Stockton St. Bring a 
place setting and a dish to share.
 Dutch Flat United Methodist Church 
- 2nd Saturdays, 8:00 AM -10:00 AM- pan-
cake breakfast 
 Dutch Flat United Methodist Church 
- Sundays Fellowship Dinner, 5:00 PM and 
Worship Service, 6:00 PM  
 Historical Society Board Meeting 
Golden Drift Museum 1st Mondays - .
 NFARA board meeting 3rd Tuesdays, 
7:00 PM - , locations vary. For more, call Jim 
Ricker, 530-389-8344
 Pioneer Union Church, Gold Run 
Sundays, 10:00 AM - , Sunday Service
 Sierra First Baptist Church, Alta 
Sundays, 11:00 AM - , worship service
 Sierra First Baptist Church bible 
study, Mondays 8:30 a.m., 33990 Alta Bonny 
Nook Rd., Alta.Bible study,  For more, call 
530.389.2168
 Sierra First Baptist Church, free 
community lunch Mondays 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., 33990 Alta Bonny Nook Rd., Alta. 
For more, call 530-389-2168
 Sierra First Baptist Church Food 
Pantry,  Thursdays 10-Noon, 33990 Alta 
Bonny Nook Rd., Alta. For more, call 
530-389-2168

ALTA-DUTCH FLAT 
SCHOOL CALENDAR

Tuesday, August 14 - First day of school   
8:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Bookmobile - Every Friday from 9:45-10:45 
AM
 

2018 COUNTY 
OFFICE CLOSURES

Monday January 2  - New Year’s Day 
Monday January 16 - Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day 
Monday February 13 - Lincoln’s Birthday 
Monday February 20 - Presidents’ Day 
Monday May 29 - Memorial Day 
Tuesday July 4 - Independence Day 
Monday September 4 - Labor Day 
Monday October 9 - Columbus Day 
Friday November 10 - Veterans Day Holiday 
Thursday November 23 - Thanksgiving Day 
Friday November 24 - Thanksgiving Holiday 
Monday December 25 - Christmas Day

Community 
Volunteer Staff

Publisher – Dutch Flat Community Center
P. O. Box 14, Dutch Flat CA  95714  
(530-389-8310)

Editorial Staff
 Marybeth Blackinton
 Krista Voosen

Reporters & Columnists:
Marybeth Blackinton
Sarah Sunderland-Fugate
Michelle Hancock 
Debby McClatchy 
Jim Ricker

Other Contributors:
   Joan Chlarson - art work
Photographers 
   Marybeth Blackinton
   Betty Fetherston
   Laura Glassco
   Janet Waters

Dutch Flat Community Center Board
Bob Kims, President
Brent Nyberg, Treasurer 
Lynette Vrooman, Recording Secretary 
Julie Kennedy, Corresponding Secty.
Roxane Bertell, At-large
Dehnel Demianew, At-Large
Cindy Goldman, At-large
Sandy Sanders, At-large
Alan Willsmore, At-large

    
Email – dfcc.newspaper@gmail.com
Address – PO Box 14, Dutch Flat CA 95714
Website - www.dutchflatcc.org
Facebook - Dutch Flat Community Center
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1st DUTCH FLAT PICKLE-
BALL TOURNAMENT

By Janet Waters

 On July 19th, Dutch Flat had its first 
pickleball tournament! Ten intrepid play-
ers from Alta, Dutch Flat and Colfax met at 
the pickleball courts next to the Community 
Center. 
 Format of play was a round robin 
where one has a new partner for each of 
the six games that everyone played. Play-
ers were Peggy Potter, Maureen Ginty, Cam 
Campbell, Bob Waters, Bill Gallaher, Nancy 
Gallaher, Brent Nyberg, Ken Piscitelli, Laura 
Glassco and Ed Smith.  Congratulations to 
Laura Glassco, Ken Piscitelli and Bob Waters 
who placed 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively!
 Janet Waters was the official score 
and records keeper (job well done,  I might 
add).   And some brought light refreshments 
to share. From the enthusiasm of the partici-
pants there sure seems to be another tourna-
ment coming in the Fall.
 Anyone who would like to find out 
more about the fastest growing sport in Amer-
ica is urged to come down to the courts and 
observe 
or even try 
your hand 
at it. Play 
is Monday 
through 
Saturday 
at 7:00 AM. 
Start time 
is later as 
the weather 
cools dur-
ing the 
year.

President’s Column
By Bob Kims

Bob Waters, Laura Glassco, Ken Piscitelli
Photograph by Janet Waters

 Hello neighbors 
and friends.  Summer 
will be coming to an 
end soon.  The heat 
will be gone and, we 
hope, also the smoke.  
That means the White 
Elephant Sale is com-
ing soon.  You will 
have read about it on the front page of this 
paper.  My wife Kathy and I are the organiza-
tion leaders for the White Elephant Sale and 
we would like to thank everyone that volun-
teered, donated and contributed to this year’s 
sale.  Without your support we would not be 
able to have the biggest fund raiser for the 
Community Center.  So, again, a Big Thank 
You.
 I am sure that many of you have heard 
the Center needs a new roof and the cost is 
going to be lots of dollars.  We will be get-
ting bids for the roof but we do not have the 
money at this time to replace it.  As I have 
said previously, we cannot let volunteers do 
the work as our insurance will not allow vol-
unteers to do this type of project.   So we will 
have to wait on the roof project but there are 
many more projects that need to be done to 
the center.
 Winter will be arriving soon and we 
have hopes of lots of rain and snow so we 
can stop worrying about the fire danger.  Like 
most of you I will be trimming up trees and 
removing brush to try and help with the fire 
danger we face every year.  I have noticed 
since I have moved to Dutch Flat that I spend 
lots of time in the Winter working outside.   
Hopefully we can do some cleaning around 
the grounds so once again we will be calling 
on the volunteers to help with that project.  
Having said that I hope that Summer has 
been a great time for everyone.  
 Remember about the potluck dinner 
at the Center on the third Thursday of every 
month.  You do not have to be a member to 
come; all are welcome and we hope to see 
you at there.  The August potluck will be at 
the swimming pool.
 And don't forget that the Board will be 
getting ready for elections of new members 
in October.  This year's nominees are Shana 
Brown, Val Bullard,  Alicia Lampley-Gebel 
and Alex Prero.    They will be at the Sep-
tember potluck to be introduced to everyone.  
We will be saying good bye to current mem-
bers Roxane Bertell, Dehnel Demianew 
and  Cathy Gallardo.  We thank them for 
their years of volunteering on the Board.
     Thanks again Dutch Flat, Alta, Gold Run, 

Alpine Meadows, Secret Town and all of the 
communities that surround our beautiful area 
for all of your help and support.

GOLDEN DRIFT HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY UPDATE 

BY SARAH FUGATE

Celebrate another great year!
 Come celebrate another great year for 
the Golden Drift Historical Society at our An-
nual Meeting at the Golden Drift Museum 
on Saturday, September 8, at 10 AM. We’ll 
talk about the year we’ve had and present 
our plans for the future. Start your weekend 
with a pleasant morning shared with neigh-
bors working to continually improve our 
Museum. Complimentary refreshments will 
be served.
 Our admission-free museum is open 
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday plus holi-
days, Memorial Day weekend through the 
end of September from noon until 4 PM. If 
you would like to visit the museum at another 
time, you can make an appointment by call-
ing the Placer County Museums Division at 
530-889-6500. One of our well-informed do-
cents will be happy to show you, or a group 
of you, around.
 We’ve had nearly 600 visitors to the 
museum, so far this year. Thirty-one volun-
teer docents have worked to welcome and 
educate our visitors. Together the docents 
have donated over 300 hours of their time 
to inform visitors of our rich local history. 
We could not operate without our volunteer 
docents. If you’d like to learn about our local 
history and you have a little time to donate 
contact us by going to our website, www.
goldendrift.org, and clicking on the Volun-
teer button. Alternatively, you can leave us a 
message at 530-389-2126. 
 The 11th annual Heritage Trail Mu-
seums Tour came through Dutch Flat on 
July 28th. A total of 22 museums throughout 
Placer County participate in the Tour by of-
fering free admission and special activities 
on select Saturdays from June 16th through 
September 3rd. Trail visitors are encouraged 
to visit multiple museums on the tour by fill-
ing out a “Get Up and Go” card with stamps 
from eight participating museums to be eligi-
ble to win a gift basket. Children are encour-
aged to explore each museum for particular 
information by participating in a scavenger 
hunt with the goal of winning a prize.
 Our Heritage Trail event included 
delicious refreshments provided by our 
volunteers, a guided tour of Dutch Flat pre-
sented by Jim Ricker, a guided cemetery 
tour presented by Debby McClatchy and, 
new this year, information highlighting the 
Lincoln Highway and Old Highway 40 routes 
through our area with a map and information 

Museum continued on Page 4
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SWIMMING POOL UPDATE
By Mike Mutto, Board member

 Many thanks are in order for all the 
volunteers and contributors that made this 
year’s Bar-B-Que benefit a total success. The 
proceeds will be put towards needed capital 
improvements that will include new bathroom 
facilities and re-surfacing of the pool which is 
needed in the upcoming two years.
 A lot of people have asked recently, 
where do our property tax assessment dollars 
go? Besides the operational costs, chemi-
cals, insurance and lifeguard payroll obliga-
tions, the County has really stepped up in 
the last year to finance the new filter system 
and septic system installations whose costs 
far exceeded our allotted tax proceeds. Andy 
Fisher with the Parks Department has been 
instrumental in these efforts to procure the 
needed supplemental funding.
 So, without boring you, the Board of 
Directors would really like to acknowledge the 
locals and businesses that made this year’s 
benefit possible, profitable and downright 
enjoyable!
•	 #1, the next generation volunteers Luke 

Eaton, Jared Holt, Jason Knedels and 
Vincenza Mutto that spent the day cook-
ing the wonderful mixed grille, main cours-
es for over 250 people. Thanks to Mike 
and Margie Jaeger for helping Kim and 
Laura Glassco shuck all that darn corn.

•	 The band “Pull”  for killer dinner music 
and our dancing pleasure at no charge 
(set up by Burdette & Patty Sladek). 

•	 The bartenders Eric Cecil and Val Bul-
lard kept everybody happy!

•	 The Auburn Mermaids for our Aquacade 
entertainment (arranged by Don Belden).

•	 Jeannie Nyberg and Shasta Patton for 
selling the 50/50 raffle tickets (won by 
Roxanne Bertell).

•	 Longhorn Meats once again this year 
gave us wonderful pricing on the pig, 
chicken & tri tips. 

sheet developed by Jim Ricker.   It 
was a very good day. More than 70 individu-
als visited our museum. Fourteen people took 
advantage of the town tour and 19 people 
enjoyed the cemetery tour. Many visitors 
attended both tours. Several families visited 
with their “Get Up and Go” cards and scaven-
ger hunt sheets ready to be stamped. Visi-
tors appreciated the fact that Dutch Flat is, in 
itself, a museum of the past.
 The Golden Drift Historical Society 
serves to preserve the historical heritage 
of Alta, Dutch Flat, Gold Run and the sur-
rounding areas. We are an entirely volunteer 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization that relies on 
membership dues and private donations to 
operate. You can become a new member, re-
new your existing membership, and/or donate 
to the Society any time by visiting our website 
www.goldendrift.org and clicking on the ap-
propriate button. Additionally, we will send out 
membership materials in January 2019.

Museum continued from Page 3 •	 Roxanne with Alexander Valley Beer 
Company provided fine draft pours all 
night!

•	 John at the Monte Vista who provided 
the potato salad

•	 Heather Cowert with the Holiday Mar-
ket in Meadow Vista who donatied the 
garlic bread.  

•	 The 76 Station in Dutch Flat for provid-
ing the green salad, 

•	 Sandy Jones for the baked beans,
•	 Mar Val/Sierra Market for donating the 

cake and providing the corn at a discount.
•	 Laura Glassco and Kathy Mutto for their 

support from start to finish on ticket sales 
and hustling contributions

•	 Abe and his staff at the Dutch Flat 
Trading Post for selling the 250 tickets.

•	 Joel Baiocchi for decorations and the 
liquor license

•	 Farmers Insurance in Meadow Vista for 
donating insurance coverage.

 They say “it takes a village” to pull off 
this event.  It took both the villages of Alta 
and Dutch Flat working together (like the 
old days), many weeks for all the behind the 
scenes site work with Jim Johnson, Shana 
Brown and Rochelle Biocchi setting up, 
decorating, serving the delicious meal and 
cleaning up afterwords. 
 And thanks to all the others who 
helped make this a great success but names 
don’t appear here.  Please support all the 
businesses who donated food and drink to 
help us raise money to keep our community’s 
hidden treasure alive.
 We now think that the resurrection of 
the traditional Bar-B-Que will become an an-
nual social event for the community to look 
forward to and enjoy for many years to come! 
Thank you one & all!
 On another note, enjoy the pool while 
you can, as we will need to close the facility 
after Labor Day weekend. There is a pos-
sibility that we might be able to open up on 
the weekends in September if we can work 
things out with the County for lifeguards and 
operational support.  We will post updates 
and information on the swimming pool and 
“All Things 389” Facebook pages as things 
develop.

Mike and Kathy Mutto with friend
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North Fork American 
River Alliance  - NFARA 

by Jim Ricker 
     
Great Sierra River Cleanup
Saturday, September 15, 2018   
 The tenth annual Great Sierra River 
Cleanup (GSRC) will be held on Saturday 
September 15. NFARA has participated in 
this cleanup day since it started. We will once 
again join the effort by organizing a clean-up 
event along the North Fork American River 
near the Colfax-Iowa Hill Bridge. Plan to 
meet at Hills Flat Lumber in Colfax at 8:00 
AM. Be sure to bring work gloves, sun hat, 
sunscreen, and water. If enough volunteers 
show, we will also send a crew over to Yan-
kee Jims Bridge. Children accompanied by 
parents are always welcome. 
 This annual event is coordinated by 
the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and held in 
conjunction with California Coastal Cleanup 
Day.  Last year 2735 volunteers removed 
over 66,000 pounds of waste from 224 miles 
of river throughout the Sierra Nevada. At our 
event last year, 13 volunteers removed over 
200 pounds of trash and recyclables from the 
Colfax/Iowa Hill Bridge area. 

North Fork American River from Iowa Hill 
Bridge - Photograph by Bill Templin

Salmon Lake Trail. Ron Gould and Rick Ra-
mos co-led the outing. 18 people joined the 
hike. It was not too warm and a swim at Loch 
Leven was enjoyed by all. For more informa-
tion on NFARA outings, contact Jim Ricker 
at 530-389-8344 or email at jvricker@prince-
ricker.net.

NFARA Outings
 NFARA has organized 3 hikes into the 
North Fork Canyon so far this year. In April, 
Ron Gould led a small group on the Windy 
Point Trail. It had been raining the previous 
few days. One participant commented “it was 
one of those truly special days in the North 
Fork, right after a big rain storm in the spring 
when the flowers are blooming with waterfalls 
you usually don’t see, that you don’t get to 
experience very often.” On June 2, National 
Trails Day, Ron led a group down the Eu-
chre Bar Trail to the Southern Cross Mine. 
It was a beautiful day unlike last year when 
this hike had to be cancelled due to the heat. 
In July, NFARA and Sierra Club organized a 
hike to Loch Leven Lakes via the Big Granite 
and Cherry Point Trails, and returning on the 

The Fraternal and Social 
Organizations of 

Dutch Flat
from mostly the 1850’s – 1900

by Debby McClatchy
 
 Alexis de Toqueville, a Frenchman 
visiting the U.S. in 1831, remarked that 
“Americans of all ages, conditions, and dis-
positions constantly form associations.”  He 
theorized that this had its roots in Democracy 
and its principles of equality.  This was espe-
cially true in California gold rush towns like 
Dutch Flat where displaced young single men 
craved companionship and friendship.
 There were up to eighteen fraternal 
organizations here in the nineteenth century.  
These influenced most aspects of daily life 
from voting preferences, social activities, 
burials, care of unfortunates, and unification 
against threats.  Meetings were held in secret 
with ritualized ceremonies, usually fueled by 
plenty of alcohol, and generally open only to 
white, Christian, adult males.  Most members 
belonged to multiple organizations and also 
attended other chapters’ meetings, which 
were held on moon-lit nights to facilitate 
travel.  To attend a meeting in Colfax, a Dutch 
Flat resident would walk the four miles to You 
Bet, catch a ride to Colfax on the agricultural 
narrow-gauge railroad, then return home by 
following the Central Pacific tracks, about ten 
miles.  Unfortunately, our cemeteries have 
too many residents who fell asleep on the 
tracks en route home.
 The goals of these organizations were 
many: to provide insurance and charity, to 
promote social and/or political change, pro-
tection of employment and for moral self-
improvement.  Taverns were used at first for 
meetings; later, lodges were built.  During the 
eighteenth century, fraternal organizations in 
the U.S. provided a forum for independence 
from England and greatly helped to promote 
a successful outcome.
 Of course, people also wanted to have 
fun, to meet prospective partners, to unwind 
and network.  The newspapers are full of ad-
vertisements and articles about dances and 

balls,  picnics, railroad excursions,  straw-
berry and ice cream socials, musical con-
certs, historic tableaux, parades with floats, 
barbeques, oratories, fireworks, and brass 
bands, all sponsored by the fraternal groups.
 In the twentieth century America be-
came more urbanized, with its increased 
social opportunities, and the need for frater-
nal organizations declined.  Private insurance 
companies took over most of their economic 
functions, and many lodges merged or 
closed.
 There were four lodges in Dutch Flat 
that maintained the upper cemetery.  These 
were the Masons, the Oddfellows, the Red-
men, and the Knights of Pythias.
 The oldest fraternal organization in 
the western world is the Free and Accepted 
Masons, which might go back to the build-
ers of the Temple of Solomon, but definitely 
was a guild of working masons in England 
and Scotland in the eighteenth century.  The 
basis for most of their rituals was the Bible.  
The Masons arrived in the U.S. in 1733, 
in California in 1848, and in Dutch Flat in 
1856.  There were sixteen original members 
in the Clay Lodge # 101.  Twenty-six men 
had applied, but admittance was rigorous 
and all votes had to be unanimous.  Their 
share of the upper cemetery included 190 
plots.  They owned the horse-drawn hearse 
now displayed in the small building near our 
community garden at the corner of Main and 
Sacramento Streets.  The Masons were ben-
efactors to children and smallpox hospitals,  
homes for the elderly, education scholarships, 
and fire companies.
 There was an auxiliary for women 
called the Order of the Eastern Star, open to 
those directly related to Masonic men.  Local 
women tried to organize a chapter in 1869, 
but were voted down by the male member-
ship as a “frivolous request”.  Successful in 
1881, they formed Dutch Flat Chapter #49, 
with forty members.  Dues were reduced to 
under 12 cents per month.  Spouses were 
allowed at  meetings plus “any old maid or 
bachelor could bring one friend or one lover, 
if they have one or can get one”.  Charities in-
cluded funds for wooden legs for cancer sur-
vivors, heart disease research, disaster relief, 

Lodges continued on Page 6
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orphans and seniors, research for eye, heart, 
and arthritis problems, and college scholar-
ships.
 The Degree of Rebekah is their related 
association of women.  When the Califor-
nia IOOF was debating whether to have the 
Rebekahs or not in 1851, the women told 
their husbands not to come home unless with 
a favorable verdict.  The Olive Lodge is still 
active in Dutch Flat.  Their second story is 
a time capsule from the gold rush days and 
they still serve the best pancake breakfast on 
four major holidays every year.
 The first purely American fraternal 
organization, the Sons of Liberty, began dur-
ing our War of Independence.  Dressed as 
Indians in 1773, they were the group who 
threw the tea overboard in the Boston Har-
bor.  In 1834, they changed their name to the 
Improved Order of Redmen.  Open to white 
males, free of disease and financially stable, 
it tried to emulate the “cultural and social 
traditions of the Noble Savage”.  Needless to 
say, if you were a red man you could not join.  
By the 1920’s they had half a million mem-
bers.
 Arriving in Dutch Flat in 1877 as the 
Oneida Tribe, they eventually oversaw 112 
plots in the cemetery.  It was unusual that 
their meetings didn’t include alcohol and 
were generally non-political.  They eventually 
merged with the Auburn Chapter and never 
had their own physical lodge in Dutch Flat.  In 
1941, local membership was dwindling and 
not paying dues, and the group was sus-
pended.  There was evidence of Redmen on 
the internet up to 2007, with headquarters, 
including a library and museum, in Waco, 
Texas.
Their female division was called the Degree 
of Pocahontas, which supported youth and 
educational programs.
 The fourth fraternal organization in our 
upper cemetery is the Knights of Pythias, with 
just six plots.  Another American organiza-
tion, the Knights were chartered by an Act 
of Congress in 1864, with hopes of restart-
ing “friendship, charity, and benevolence” 
between the North and the South following 
our Civil War.  Represented in Dutch Flat by 
the Cedar Lodge #196, the main branch was 
in Quincy, Massachusetts.  Their philosophy 
was based upon the story of Damon and 
Pythias and their Pythagorean  Brotherhood, 
which promoted a strict moral life, absolute 
truthfulness, honor, integrity, and loyalty.  A 
stage play about the friends, very popular in 
London in 1821, influenced seven clerks in 
the U.S. Congress to partition President Lin-
coln to establish the Order.  He said of them, 
“their purposes are most important....I will do 

all in my power to assist”.
 Many other fraternal organizations 
came and went in Dutch Flat.  Many had 
straight forward goals; others came with hid-
den agendas.  The Order of the Star Span-
gled Banner, known locally as the “Know 
Nothings”, and the Order of Caucasians actu-
ally existed to rid the U.S. of  immigrants and 
Chinese.  The latter Order was quite active in 
Dutch Flat, and was probably responsible for 
the unified arson of most of Northern Califor-
nia’s Chinatowns, including ours in 1877.
 If you wanted to avoid alcohol you be-
longed to the Sons of Temperance.  To take 
it further, as a Good Templar you eschewed 
all spirits, tobacco, and profanity.  Not typi-
cally, this group admitted women.  Their 
youth lodge was the Band of Hope.  Joseph 
Dornbach, from Prussia, joined the Con-
cordia Verrin, which established a German 
library here.  The Democratic Club, from July 
8, 1860, existed to champion slavery and to 
work against President Lincoln and the Re-
publican abolitionists.  The Pacific Guards 
were a volunteer militia to protect Dutch Flat 
if the Civil War came to California.  The Mite 
Society, for women only, started in 1864, to 
sponsor dances, conversazione parties, and 
special occasions with the express purpose 
of finding husbands.  The YMCA was just the 
opposite, to find wives for lonely mining men.  
In 1876, the Ladies Physiological Society and 
the Literary Society tried to promote culture 
through lectures and poetry readings.  A 
side purpose of the latter society was to give 
women a chance to organize for suffrage.  In 
the 1880’s, the Ancient Order of United Work-
men sought to find employment for members.  
Organizations as these were the first to offer 
insurance to members, and grew into the 
labor unions of the twentieth century. 
 The Towle Lumber Company spon-
sored a Ladies Benevolent Society with 
rooms in their office.  The Ladies gave 
charitable lawn parties.  The Order of Chose 
Friends had death benefits and buried many 
in the Public Cemetery between 1882 and 
1891.  The Ancient Order of Foresters based 
their ideas on the practices of Robin Hood 
and sponsored the Independence day Pa-
rade in the 1890’s and early 1900’s.
 Our Golden Drift Museum is in a build-
ing given to us by the Ladies Aid Society, 
which existed from 1933 to 1988.  Among 
their accomplishments was the raising of 
funds from bake sales and other benefits 
to rebuild Buster’s, a local saloon on Main 
Street.  They explained it was done so they 
would all know the location of their men!
 The tradition continues.  Today, we 
have multiple organizations and non-profits, 

Lodges continued from Page 5

and nursing homes for members.  Women 
could still not visit the secret chambers,
 The first floor of the Masonic Lodge 
was built in 1856 at a cost of $4500.  By 1868 
the roof was collapsing so the side walls had 
to be shored up.  In 1898, after an arsonist 
burned down the school, the building was 
used temporarily for town students.  In 1902 
the first floor became a Justice court.  In 
1906, the building was wired for electricity.  
Today it is a private residence and the Lodge 
has merged with the Colfax lodge.
 The Independent Order of Oddfellows 
was founded in Cornwall in 1748, probably 
for those “oddfellows” not eligible for other 
lodges.  They came to Baltimore, Maryland, 
in 1819, and to Dutch Flat in 1858.  Repre-
sented by the Olive Lodge #81, there were 
116 members by 1881.  They first met in the 
Masonic building, but soon built their own 
lodge next door, at a cost of $6000, in 1873.  
There are 464 plots in their part of the cem-
etery, and they now also administrate all the 
other plots.  Charities included homes for 
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all helping to continue our sense of commu-
nity.  The Attic thrift shop in Alta, the Golden 
Drift Museum, the Dutch Flat Community 
Club with its childrens’ programs, White El-
ephant Sale, and Independence Day parade, 
our fire departments, and the Swimming Pool 
all continually need volunteers and help.  Be 
part of it!  Continue the tradition!

ROUGHING IT
 by Mark Twain

  1880
   TO

  CALVIN H. HIGBIE,
     Of California,

        an Honest Man, a Genial Com-
rade, and a Steadfast Friend.

THIS BOOK IS INSCRIBED
       By the Author,

    In Memory of the Curious Time
        When We Two

PREFATORY.
 This book is merely a personal narra-
tive, and not a pretentious history or a philo-
sophical dissertation. It is a record of several 
years of variegated vagabondizing, and its 
object is rather to help the resting reader 
while away an idle hour than afflict him with 
metaphysics, or goad him with science. Still, 
there is information in the volume; informa-
tion concerning an interesting episode in 
the history of the Far West, about which no 
books have been written by persons who 
were on the ground in person, and saw the 
happenings of the time with their own eyes. 
I allude to the rise, growth and culmination 
of the silver-mining fever in Nevada - a curi-
ous episode, in some respects; the only one, 
of its peculiar kind, that has occurred in the 
land; and the only one, indeed, that is likely to 
occur in it.
 Yes, take it all around, there is quite a 
good deal of information in the book. I re-
gret this very much; but really it could not be 
helped:  information appears to stew out of 
me naturally, like the precious ottar of roses 
out of the otter. Sometimes it has seemed to 
me that I would give worlds if I could retain 
my facts; but it cannot be. The more I calk up 
the sources, and the tighter I get, the more 
I leak wisdom. Therefore, I can only claim 
indulgence at the hands of the reader, not 
justification.

CHAPTER I.
 My brother had just been appointed 
Secretary of Nevada Territory—an office of 

such majesty that it concentrated in itself the 
duties and dignities of Treasurer, Comptrol-
ler, Secretary of State, and Acting Gover-
nor in the Governor’s absence.  A salary of 
eighteen hundred dollars a year and the title 
of “Mr. Secretary,” gave to the great position 
an air of wild and imposing grandeur.  I was 
young and ignorant, and I envied my brother.  
I coveted his distinction and his financial 
splendor, but particularly and especially the 
long, strange journey he was going to make, 
and the curious new world he was going to 
explore.  He was going to travel!  I never had 
been away from home, and that word “travel” 
had a
seductive charm for me.  Pretty soon he 
would be hundreds and hundreds of miles 
away on the great plains and deserts, and 
among the mountains of the Far West, and 
would see buffaloes and Indians, and prai-
rie dogs, and antelopes, and have all kinds 
of adventures, and may be get hanged or 
scalped, and have ever such a fine time, and 
write home and tell us all about it, and be a 
hero.  And he would see the gold mines and 
the silver mines, and maybe go about of an 
afternoon when his work was done, and
pick up two or three pailfuls of shining slugs, 
and nuggets of gold and silver on the hill-
side.  And by and by he would become very 
rich, and return home by sea, and be able to 
talk as calmly about San Francisco and the 
ocean, and “the isthmus” as if it was nothing 
of any consequence to have seen those mar-
vels face to face.  What I suffered in contem-
plating his happiness, pen cannot describe.  
And so, when he offered me, in cold blood, 
the sublime position of private secretary un-
der him, it appeared
to me that the heavens and the earth passed 
away, and the firmament was rolled together 
as a scroll!  I had nothing more to desire.  My 

contentment was complete.
 At the end of an hour or two I was 
ready for the journey.  Not much packing up 
was necessary, because we were going in 
the overland stage from the Missouri frontier 
to Nevada and passengers were only allowed 
a small quantity of baggage apiece.  There 
was no Pacific railroad in those fine times of 
ten or twelve years ago--not a single rail of 
it.  I only proposed to stay in Nevada three 
months--I had no thought of staying longer 
than that.  I meant to see all I could that was 
new and strange, and then hurry home to 
business.  I little thought that I would not see 
the end of that three-month pleasure excur-
sion for six or seven uncommonly long years!  
 I dreamed all night about Indians, 
deserts, and silver bars, and in due time, next 
day, we took shipping at the St. Louis wharf 
on board a steamboat bound up the Missouri 
River.
 We were six days going from St. 
Louis to “St. Jo.”-- a trip that was so dull, 
and sleepy, and eventless that it has left no 
more impression on my memory than if its 
duration had been six minutes instead of that 
many days.  No record is left in my mind, 
now, concerning it, but a confused jumble of 
savage-looking snags, which we deliberately 
walked over with one wheel or the other; and 

Twain continued on Page 10
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Trust award winning agents with proven results.
We live here and love the local mountain lifestyle! 

What is important to you is important to us, so when 
experience and integrity count, contact us for a free
no obligation estimate of value on your property or

for a list of available properties to purchase.

LOCAL EXPERTISE WITH A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

M.C. Jeff Calvert and Karen Calvert
Photograph by Laura Glassco

Joe Hoffman, Grand Marshal
Photograph by Betty Fetherston

Margie Jager riding in their 1950 Ford F1
Photograph by Betty Fetherston

Heidi Suter
Photograph by Betty Fetherston
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July  4th  in 
Dutch  Flat

Sheila and Rich Taylor with friends
Photograph by Laura Glassco

Scott Saunders handing out free watermelons
Photograph by Jeannie Nyberg

Dana Ames, Karen Calvert
Photograph by Jeannie Nyberg

Dehnel Demianew checks out the desserts at 
the salad lunch 

THANK YOU TO THE 
COMMUNITY

By Lynette Vrooman,
Recording Secretary, 

Dutch Flat Community Center 
Board of directors

 The Board of Directors for the Dutch 
Flat Community Center would like to thank 
each and every person who attended, par-
ticipated in, and/or volunteered in this year’s 
Fourth of July Celebration.  Your effort made 
this year’s event a great success.  We cannot 
be more pleased.  For a Wednesday holiday, 
the activities and parade were well-attended 
and had many participants.  
 While many people enjoyed water 
play, everyone was respectful of parade 
entrants and observers who did not want to 
get wet.  The Fun Run, the bouncy house, 
the games, the vendors with all their wares, 
and the Salad Luncheon did very well.  Our 
community would not have had this wonderful 
event without the hard work, dedication, re-
spect, and fun you all brought to the holiday.  
It does take a village to make a parade, and 

we did it!
 A special thanks to 
•	 Linda Vaccarezza and Alex Ladner of the 

Dutch Flat Hotel for sponsoring the pa-
rade,

•	 Alex Prero for donating the bouncy house 
and covering other costs of the event,

•	 Stewart Wells for providing the amazing 

July 4th continued on Page 10
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July 4th continued from Page 9
flyover,

•	 Marybeth Blackinton and Rick Armstrong 
for their guidance,

•	 Shana Brown for putting on the Fun Run,
•	 Parade marshals Dave Brown and Jim 

Johnson for organizing the parade entries 
and volunteer marshals,

•	 Jeff Calvert for being the M.C. 
•	 Joe Hoffman for being the Grand Marshal 
•	 Kenny and Patti Yeo for providing the 

Grand Marshal’s car, 
•	 and to the other myriads of people who 

worked at the Salad Luncheon, cleaning, 
serving and salad-making, the singers 
and bell-ringers, and flag-raisers, volun-
teers, and organizers.  

 Thank you all for a wonderful holiday.  
We look forward to another successful event 
next year.  

of reefs which we butted and butted, and then 
retired from and climbed over in some softer 
place; and of sand-bars which we roosted on 
occasionally, and rested, and then got out our 
crutches and sparred over.
 In fact, the boat might almost as well 
have gone to St. Jo. by land, for she was 
walking most of the time, anyhow--climbing 
over reefs and clambering over snags pa-
tiently and laboriously all day long.  The 
captain said she was a “bully” boat, and all 
she wanted was more “shear” and a bigger 
wheel.  I thought she wanted a pair of stilts, 
but I had the deep sagacity not to say so.

Twain continued from Page 7

CHAPTER II.
 The first thing we did on that glad 
evening that landed us at St. Joseph was to 
hunt up the stage-office, and pay a hundred 
and fifty dollars apiece for tickets per 
overland coach to Carson City, Nevada.
 The next morning, bright and early, 
we took a hasty breakfast, and hurried to 
the starting-place.  Then an inconvenience 
presented itself which we had not properly 
appreciated before, namely, that one cannot 
make a heavy traveling trunk stand for 

twenty-five pounds of baggage – because it 
weighs a good deal more.  But that was all 
we could take – twenty-five pounds each.  So 
we had to snatch our trunks open, and make 
a selection in a good deal of a hurry.  We 
put our lawful twenty-five pounds apiece all 
in one valise, and shipped the trunks back 
to St. Louis again.  It was a sad parting, for 
now we had no swallow-tail coats and white 
kid gloves to wear at Pawnee receptions in 
the Rocky Mountains, and no stove-pipe hats 
nor patent-leather boots, nor anything else 
necessary to make life calm and peaceful.  
We were reduced to a war-footing.  Each 
of us put on a rough, heavy suit of clothing, 
woolen army shirt and “stogy” boots included; 
and into the valise we crowded a few white
shirts, some under-clothing and such things.  
My brother, the Secretary, took along about 
four pounds of United States statutes and six 
pounds of Unabridged Dictionary; for we did 
not know--poor innocents--that such things 
could be bought in San Francisco on one day 
and received in Carson
City the next.  I was armed to the teeth with a 
pitiful little Smith & Wesson’s seven-shooter, 
which carried a ball like a homeopathic pill, 
and it took the whole seven to make a dose 
for an adult.  But I thought it was grand.  It 
appeared to me to be a dangerous weapon.  
It only had one fault--you could not hit 
anything with it.  One of our “conductors” 
practiced awhile on a cow with it, and as 
long as she stood still and behaved herself 
she was safe; but as soon as she went to 
moving about, and he got to shooting at other 
things, she came to grief.  The Secretary 
had a small-sized Colt’s revolver strapped 
around him for protection against the Indians, 
and to guard against accidents he carried it 
uncapped.  Mr. George Bemis was dismally 
formidable.  George Bemis was our fellow-
traveler.
 We had never seen him before.  
He wore in his belt an old original “Allen” 
revolver, such as irreverent people called 
a “pepper-box.” Simply drawing the trigger 
back, cocked and fired the pistol.  As the 
trigger came back, the hammer would 
begin to rise and the barrel to turn over, and 
presently down would drop the hammer, and 
away would speed the ball.  To aim along the 
turning barrel and hit the thing aimed at was 
a feat which was probably never done with 
an “Allen” in the world.  But George’s was 
a reliable weapon, nevertheless, because, 
as one of the stage-drivers afterward said, 
“If she didn’t get what she went after, she 
would fetch something else.” And so she did.  
She went after a deuce of spades nailed 
against a tree, once, and fetched a mule 
standing about thirty yards to the left of it.  

Bemis did not want the mule; but the owner 
came out with a double-barreled shotgun 
and persuaded him to buy it, anyhow.  It was 
a cheerful weapon--the “Allen.” Sometimes 
all its six barrels would go off at once, and 
then there was no safe place in all the region 
round about, but behind it.
 We took two or three blankets for 
protection against frosty weather in the 
mountains.  In the matter of luxuries we were 
modest--we took none along but some pipes 
and five pounds of smoking tobacco.  We 
had two large canteens to carry water in, 
between stations on the Plains, and we also 
took with us a little shot-bag of silver coin for 
daily expenses in the way of breakfasts and 
dinners.
 By eight o’clock everything was ready, 
and we were on the other side of the river.  
We jumped into the stage, the driver cracked 
his whip, and we bowled away and left “the 
States” behind us.  It was a superb summer 
morning, and all the landscape was brilliant 
with sunshine.  There was a freshness and 
breeziness, too, and an exhilarating sense 
of emancipation from all sorts of cares and 
responsibilities, that almost made us feel 
that the years we had spent in the close, hot 
city, toiling and slaving, had been wasted 
and thrown away.  We were spinning along 
through Kansas, and in the course of an 
hour and a half we were fairly abroad on the 
great Plains.  Just here the land was rolling-
-a grand sweep of regular elevations and 
depressions as far as the eye could reach--
like the stately heave and swell of the ocean’s 
bosom after a storm.  And everywhere were 
cornfields, accenting with squares of deeper 
green, this limitless expanse of grassy land.  
But presently this sea upon dry ground was 
to lose its “rolling” character and stretch away 
for seven hundred miles as level as a floor!
 Our coach was a great swinging 
and swaying stage, of the most sumptuous 
description—an imposing cradle on wheels.  
It was drawn by six handsome horses, and by 
the side of the driver sat the “conductor,” the 
legitimate captain of the craft; for it was his 
business to take charge and care of
the mails, baggage, express matter, and 
passengers.  We three were the only 
passengers, this trip.  We sat on the back 
seat, inside.  About all the rest of the coach 
was full of mail bags--for we had three days’
delayed mails with us.  Almost touching our 
knees, a perpendicular wall of mail matter 
rose up to the roof.  There was a great pile 
of it strapped on top of the stage, and both 
the fore and hind boots were full.  We had 
twenty-seven hundred pounds of it aboard, 
the driver said--”a little for Brigham, and 
Carson, and ‘Frisco, but the heft of it for the 
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  SAVE  YOUR  MONEY
       Don’t buy home health equipment
  or supplies until you check the 
   Dutch Flat Community Center

We will gladly loan or donate supplies

Wheelchairs * Walkers * Bedside supplies
    Crutches * Canes * commodes
  First aid and more
  contact Marybeth Blackinton,
    530-389-8393

Paul Kashuba
1954 - 2018

 
 

 Paul John Kashuba, a recent resident 
and longtime visitor to Dutch Flat, passed 
away this spring at his home in Weimar.   
 He was often seen in town, driving 
one of his vintage automobiles.  In 2016, 
Paul and his wife Mary, found their perfect, 
charming Dutch Flat cabin on Main Street. 
They purchased the “Ferrier Place” after the 
passing of Doug Ferrier.  Paul spent the next 
two years renovating the cabin, being care-
ful to retain its original 1900’s style.  Some 
residents might recall seeing Paul and Mary 
driving one of his Model A’s in the last two 
Fourth of July parades. 
 Paul was the owner of the Whistlestop 
antique store in Auburn and had many devot-
ed customers from the Dutch Flat-Alta area.  
 Paul and Mary’s extended family will 
continue to enjoy the cabin and participate in 
the very special community of Dutch Flat.  

REMEMBERING
Injuns, which is powerful troublesome ‘thout 
they get plenty of truck to read.” But as he 
just then got up a fearful convulsion of his 
countenance which was suggestive of a 
wink being swallowed by an earthquake, we 
guessed that his remark was intended to be 
facetious, and to mean that we would unload 
the most of our mail matter somewhere on 
the Plains and
leave it to the Indians, or whosoever wanted 
it. 
 We changed horses every ten miles, 
all day long, and fairly flew over the hard, 
level road.  We jumped out and stretched 
our legs every time the coach stopped, and 
so the night found us still vivacious and 
unfatigued.
 After supper a woman got in, who lived 
about fifty miles further on, and we three had 
to take turns at sitting outside with the driver 
and conductor.  Apparently she was not a 
talkative woman.  She would sit there in the 
gathering twilight and fasten her steadfast 
eyes on a mosquito rooting into her arm, and 
slowly she would raise her other hand till she 
had got his range, and then she would launch 
a slap at him that would have jolted a cow; 
and after that she would sit and contemplate 
the corpse with tranquil satisfaction--for she 
never missed her mosquito; she was a dead 
shot at short range.  She never removed a 
carcass, but left them there for bait.  I sat by 
this grim Sphynx and watched her kill thirty 
or forty mosquitoes--watched her, and waited 
for her to say  something, but she never did.  
So I finally opened the conversation myself.  I 
said  “The mosquitoes are pretty bad, about 
here, madam.”
 “You bet!”
 “What did I understand you to say, 
madam?”
 “You BET!”
  Then she cheered up, and faced 
around and said “Danged if I didn’t begin 
to think you fellers was deef and dumb.  I 
did, b’gosh.  Here I’ve sot, and sot, and sot, 
a-bust’n muskeeters and wonderin’ what was 
ailin’ ye.  Fust I thot you was deef and dumb, 
then I thot you was sick or crazy, or suthin’, 
and then by and by I begin to reckon you was 
a passel of sickly fools that couldn’t think of 
nothing to
say.  Wher’d ye come from?”
 The Sphynx was a Sphynx no more!  
The fountains of her great deep were broken 
up, and she rained the nine parts of speech 
forty days and forty nights, metaphorically 
speaking, and buried us under a desolating 
deluge of trivial gossip that left not a crag or 
pinnacle of rejoinder projecting above the 
tossing waste of dislocated grammar and 
decomposed pronunciation!

 How we suffered, suffered, suffered!  
She went on, hour after hour, till I was sorry I 
ever opened the mosquito question and gave 
her a start.  She never did stop again until 
she got to her journey’s end toward daylight; 
and then she stirred us up as she was leaving 
the stage (for we were nodding, by that time), 
and said “Now you git out at Cottonwood, you 
fellers, and lay over a couple o’
days, and I’ll be along some time to-night, 
and if I can do ye any good by edgin’ in a 
word now and then, I’m right thar.  Folks’ll 
tell you’t I’ve always ben kind o’ offish and 
partic’lar for a gal that’s raised in the woods, 
and I am, with the rag-tag and bob-tail, and 
a gal has to be, if she wants to be anything, 
but when people comes along which is my 
equals, I reckon I’m a pretty sociable heifer 
after all.”
 We resolved not to “lay by at 
Cottonwood.”

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

August 3, 1492 - Christopher Columbus set 
sail from Palos, Spain, with three ships, Nina, 
Pinta and Santa Maria. Seeking a westerly 
route to the Far East, he instead landed on 
October 12th in the Bahamas, thinking it was 
an outlying Japanese island. 

September 12, 1990 - A treaty was signed 
by East and West Germany and the Allies of 
World War II allowing for the restoration of 
sovereignty to a re-unified Germany. 

October 26, 1825 - The Erie Canal opened 
as the first major man-made waterway in 
America, linking Lake Erie with the Hudson 
River, bypassing the British-controlled lower 
St. Lawrence. The canal cost over $7 million 
and took eight years to complete. 
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In Time of Fire…….Our 
“We Should’ve Packed 

List”
 by Lynne Lindsey     

 Editor’s Note:  This article was published in 
2014 but in the interest of safety during high 
fire season, we are reprinting it as well as 
some additional tips and information to stay 
safe 
 Years ago my husband and I lived in 
the Santa Cruz Mountains just outside Big 
Basin State Park. Our property was a twenty 
acre parcel and was quite secluded. We had 
just one other family as our neighbors and 
their home was located about five acres from 
our property line. We lived on top of the hill 
and looked down onto their home and the 
State Park.  When you live in the country 
with just a few neighbors, everyone counts 
on each other to help one another out and 
work together as a unit. You get really close 
to these people, sometimes closer than best 
friends.
 Both of our families lived in the moun-
tains with our breathtaking views of the virgin 
redwood forest below us and the fresh clean 
air. We all commuted the winding mountain 
roads down into Santa Clara County each 
day for our jobs. Our properties were located 
outside the city limits of the town of Boulder 
Creek and we were served by the Forestry 
Department in case of fire. We counted on 
the Forest Rangers to protect us. We knew 
all of the firefighters by name and they knew 
ours. We made sure they always had freshly 
baked cookies, cakes, and anything else they 
needed. We never wanted them to forget we 
were sitting all alone on the top of that hill. 
 One hot dry summer an arsonist in-
vaded our bit of Camelot and on one particu-
lar day he started a fire along the perimeter of 
the State Park. The winds were blowing and 
suddenly that little fire got out of control and 
was headed toward our hilltop. I received a 
phone call from one of the boys at the For-
estry Station up on Skyline and was told to 

get home and get my animals (2 dogs, 1 cat, 
2 horses, and 5 chickens) to safer ground. He 
said the fire was moving quickly toward us. 
 I jumped into my pride and joy, a ’69 
Datsun 2000 with its 2 liter dual-cam engine, 
5-speed transmission, and I drove like a 
bat out of a very hot place down the free-
way to the exit to Bear Creek Road. I took 
those curves on Bear Creek at unbelievable 
speeds. I was as close to a NASCAR driver 
as I was ever going to get. I made it to town 
and up Big Basin Highway to my driveway in 
record-breaking time. I was the first one to 
arrive on the hill. Seeing the black smoke, as 
well as smelling it, frightened me.  Still wear-
ing my business suit I went right to work. I im-
mediately pulled our utility van out of the barn 
and started loading stuff into it. There was no 
rhyme or reason to the things that were being 
thrown into the van that day. Anything I saw, I 
grabbed and threw into the van. 
 Meantime, our neighbors and my hus-
band arrived home. We had a quick meeting 
and it was decided that the boys would sad-
dle up two of the horses and they would ride 
those horses and pull the other two to the 
coast through the park. It was the first time 
we had ever wished we had a horse trailer. 
The girls were in charge of loading up the 
cars and getting into town. I hadn’t counted 
on that at all. Suddenly I knew my ‘baby’, 
the Datsun, was toast. I would have to leave 
her behind. I wasted a lot of precious time 
lamenting over her loss. Just about the time 
the boys were saddled up and ready to head 
out, a couple of firefighters from the Forestry 
Department came up to the house to tell us 
we had no more than thirty minutes to evacu-
ate. One of them grabbed the keys to my 
‘baby’ and jumped in and took off down the 
road. I would be forever grateful. It was going 
to take a lot of cookies and cakes to express 
my appreciation.
 Before the second firefighter left our 
property, I quickly showed him where we had 
installed a regulation fire hydrant with regula-
tion fittings which was fed by gravity-flow from 
our water tank on the property. We had an 
automatic leveler in the tank that would cause 
the well water to be pumped to the tank if the 
level reached a certain level. The tank was 
always full. If the fire got to our property and 
to our home we hoped they would hook up 
their hoses to our hydrant and water source. 
This was just the reason my husband and 
I had installed it when we first bought the 
remote property. We also got a credit on our 
fire policy because we had a hydrant located 
at our home. 
 I ran back to the van and realized that 
I had loaded it up with useless unwanted 

things. I quickly ran into the house and 
grabbed photo albums, jewelry boxes, my 
silver, my best china, and other mementos 
that would never be replaced. I had done all I 
could in the state of mind that I was in at that 
time. The 2 dogs were just fine about getting 
into the van. I had to box the cat up. I decided 
to just let the chickens out of their coup and 
pray for the best for them. I started the van 
and headed down the hill to our neighbors 
home to see if she was ready to leave. 
 Our neighbors owned a Mustang 
fastback at the time. They also had four cats, 
two parrots, and a tank of tropical fish, plus a 
dozen or so chickens. With less than fifteen 
minutes to go on the clock I pulled into their 
driveway. Just in time to see Fran attempting 
to stuff one of her chickens into the fastback 
that already had the cats and parrots in the 
back with a partially emptied fish tank on the 
front passenger seat!!! And nothing else was 
in the car!  I suddenly realized that my brain 
hadn’t gone as mushy as Fran’s had under 
the stress. I jumped out of the van and ran 
to her and freed the chicken. I pulled her into 
her house and we started grabbing those 
things that I knew were really important to 
her. Family photos, etc. I pushed her to her 
car, threw stuff in the crevices available inside 
the car and told her to follow me. 
 We made it to town and settled in at 
the community hall. My dogs were allowed 
to come inside but the cats had to stay in 
their carriers in the car. One of the volun-
teer women took Fran’s parrots to a quiet 
room somewhere to keep them calm. And 
we waited. While we waited I realized I was 
still wearing my business suit and I had not 
packed a single change of clothing, not even 
underwear. I was still wearing my high heels. 
How stupid is that?
 Fran and I sat at a table with a pad of 
paper and we decided to make a list of the 
stuff WE SHOULD HAVE PACKED.  
 That’s just what we called that list and 
it ended up looking something like this:
•	 Insurance policies—homeowners, per-

sonal property, and life policies
•	 Marriage license, birth records, and  medi-

cal records
•	 All valuable jewelry in a zip lock bag
•	 Family photos and small mementos
•	 Silver and china worth saving – got to be 

the real stuff.  We promised not to waste 
our time on the less expensive replace-
able stuff. 

•	 Five days of a change of clothing, includ-
ing underwear and shoes. 

 About seven hours later, we were 
told that the fire had been controlled and our 
homes were no longer in danger. We were 
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free to return home. We called our husbands 
who had finally made it to the coast and were 
staying close to a phone booth for word from 
us. A couple of the town firemen were driving 
a large horse trailer over to the coast to pick 
them up. 
 Fran and I headed back up the hill 
to our homes. We were all so relieved to be 
home again. We could still smell the smoke 
but it was wonderful knowing we were no 
longer in danger. 
 The following morning Fran and 
Pete came to our home for breakfast. Fran 
and I brought out the WE SHOULD HAVE 
PACKED list and we all discussed it. We had 
all made mistakes. Next time we were go-
ing to be prepared. The arsonist was still out 
there. We had to be ready for his next at-
tempt to destroy our piece of heaven on the 
mountain top. We spent the next couple of 
days packing boxes filled with the very items 
on our list. We even packed a box for the 
dogs and cat. 
 Those boxes sat against a wall in our 
family room for the rest of the summer. I did 
transfer my insurance policies, marriage, 
birth, and medical records, along with my 
jewelry into my safe deposit box at the bank. I 
did not wear any jewelry the rest of that sum-
mer. 
 We had three more evacuations be-
fore the arsonist was finally captured and 
sent away. But we had been prepared when 
we got the calls. We were still frightened, but 
we were prepared and organized. The boys 
always went to town and came back with a 
four-horse trailer so they would never have 
to leave us again. The WE SHOULD HAVE 
PACKED list stayed on our bulletin board for 
years after that summer. We swore we would 
always be ready. We were.  

EMERGENCY PREPARED-
NESS CHECKLIST

FROm American Red Cross
(Information in this brochure was developed 
by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Community and Family Prepared-
ness Program and the American Red Cross 
Community Disaster Education Program)

 The next time disaster strikes, you 
may not have much time to act. Prepare now 
for a sudden emergency.  Learn how to pro-
tect yourself and cope with disaster by plan-
ning ahead. This checklist will help you get 
started. Discuss these ideas with your fam-
ily, then prepare an emergency plan.  Post 
the plan where everyone will see it—on the 
refrigerator or bulletin board.

 For additional information about how 
to prepare for hazards in your community,
contact the Placer County Office of Emergen-
cy Services, your local emergency first re-
sponders (Cal Fire, Alta Volunteer Fire Dept, 
Alta Fire Dept CERTeam and the American 
Red Cross chapter.

Emergency Checklist
❏ Find out which disasters could occur in 
your area.
❏ Ask how to prepare for each disaster.
❏ Ask how you would be warned of an emer-
gency.
❏ Learn your community’s evacuation routes.
❏ Ask about special assistance for elderly or 
disabled persons.
Also...
❏ Ask your workplace about emergency 
plans.
❏ Learn about emergency plans for your chil-
dren’s school or day care center.

Create an Emergency Plan
❏ Meet with household members to discuss 
the dangers of fire, severe weather, earth-
quakes and other emergencies. Explain how 
to respond to each.
❏ Find the safe spots in your home for each 
type of disaster.
❏ Discuss what to do about power outages 
and personal injuries.
❏ Draw a floor plan of your home. Mark two 
escape routes from each room.
❏ Show family members how to turn off the 
water, gas and electricity at main switches 
when necessary.
❏ Post emergency telephone numbers near 
telephones.
❏ Teach children how and when to call 911, 
police and fire.

❏ Instruct household members to turn on the 
radio for emergency information.
❏ Pick one out-of-state and one local friend 
or relative for family members to call if sepa-
rated during a disaster
(it is often easier to call out-of-state than 
within the affected area).
❏ Teach children your out-of-state contact’s 
phone numbers.
❏ Pick two emergency meeting places.  
 1) A place near your home in case of a 
fire.
 2) A place outside your neighborhood 
in case you cannot return home after a disas-
ter.
❏ Take a basic first aid and CPR class.
❏ Keep family records in a water and fire-
proof container.

Prepare a Disaster Supplies Kit
Assemble supplies you might need in an 
evacuation. Store them in an easy-to-carry 
container such as a backpack or duffle bag.  
Include:
❏ A supply of water (one gallon per person 
per day). Store water in sealed, unbreakable 
containers.  Identify the storage date and 
replace every six months.
❏ A supply of non-perishable packaged or 
canned food and a non-electric can opener.
❏ A change of clothing, rain gear and sturdy 
shoes.
❏ Blankets or sleeping bags.
❏ A first aid kit and prescription medications.
❏ An extra pair of glasses.
❏ A battery-powered radio, flashlight and 
plenty of extra batteries.
❏ Credit cards and cash.
❏ An extra set of car keys.
❏ A list of family physicians.
Emergency continued on Page 14
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❏ A list of important family information; the 
style and serial number of medical devices 
such as pacemakers.
❏ Special items for infants, elderly or disa-
bled family members.

Escape Plan
 In a fire or other emergency, you may 
need to evacuate your house, apartment 
or mobile home on a moment’s notice. You 
should be ready to get out fast.  
 Develop an escape plan by drawing a 
floor plan of your residence. 
•	 Using a black or blue pen, show the loca-

tion of doors, windows, stairways, and 
large furniture. 

•	 Indicate the location of emergency sup-
plies (Disaster Supplies Kit), fire extin-
guishers, smoke detectors, collapsible 
ladders, first aid kits and utility shut off 
points. 

•	 Next, use a colored pen to draw a broken 
line charting at least two escape routes 
from each room.  

•	 Finally, mark a place outside of the home 
where household members should meet 
in case of fire.  Be sure to include impor-
tant points outside such as garages, pa-
tios, stairways, elevators, driveways and 
porches. If your home has more than two 
floors, use an additional sheet of paper. 

 
 Practice emergency evacuation drills 
with all household members at least two 
times each year.

Emergency continued from Page 13
Emergency Plan

Out-of-State Contact
Name
City
Telephone (Day) (Evening)

Local Contact
Name
Telephone (Day) (Evening)

Nearest Relative
Name
City
Telephone (Day) (Evening)

Family Work Numbers
Father 
Mother
Other

Emergency Telephone Numbers
In a life threatening emergency, dial 911 or 
the local emergency medical services system 
number
Police Department
Fire Department
Hospital
Family Physicians
Name Telephone
Name Telephone
Name Telephone
Reunion Locations
 1. Right outside your home
 2. Away from the neighborhood, in 
case you cannot return home
Address
Telephone
Route to try first:

Home Hazard Hunt
 In a disaster, ordinary items in the 
home can cause injury and damage. Anything 
that can move, fall, break or cause a fire is a 

potential hazard.
❏ Repair defective electrical wiring and leaky 
gas connections.
❏ Fasten shelves securely and brace over-
head light fixtures.
❏ Place large, heavy objects on lower 
shelves.
❏ Hang pictures and mirrors away from beds.
❏ Strap water heater to wall studs.
❏ Repair cracks in ceilings or foundations.
❏ Store weed killers, pesticides and flamma-
ble products away from heat sources.
❏ Place oily polishing rags or waste in cov-
ered metal cans.
❏ Clean and repair chimneys, flue pipes, vent 
connectors and gas vents.

If You Need to Evacuate
❏ Listen to a battery powered radio for the lo-
cation of emergency shelters. Follow instruc-
tions of local officials 
❏ Wear protective clothing and sturdy shoes.
❏ Take your Disaster Supplies Kit.
❏ Lock your house.
❏ Use travel routes specified by local offi-
cials.
If you are sure you have time .. .
❏ Shut off water, gas and electricity, if in-
structed to do so.
❏ Let others know when you left and where 
you are going.
❏ Make arrangements for pets. Animals may 
not be allowed in public shelters.

Prepare an Emergency Car Kit
Include:
❏ Battery powered radio, flashlight and extra 
batteries
❏ Blanket
❏ Booster cables
❏ Fire extinguisher (5 lb., A-B-C type)
❏ First aid kit and manual
❏ Bottled water and non-perishable high en-
ergy foods such as granola bars, raisins and 
peanut butter
❏ Maps, Shovel, Flares
❏ Tire repair kit and pump

Fire Safety
❏ Plan two escape routes out of each room.
❏ Practice fire drills at least twice a year.
❏ Teach family members to stay low to the 
ground when escaping from a fire.
❏ Teach family members never to open doors 
that are hot. In a fire, feel the bottom of the 
door with the palm of your hand. If it is hot, do 
not open the door.  Find another way out.  
❏ Install smoke detectors on every level of 
your home. Clean and test them at least once 
a month. Change batteries at least once a 
year.
❏ Keep a whistle in each bedroom to awaken 
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Dutch Flat Community Center
933 Stockton Street, P. O. Box 14

Dutch Flat CA 95714
Membership form

 Name____________________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 City ____________________________________ State __________ Zip ______________

 Phone ____________________________________________________________(optional)

 E-mail________________________________________________________

  (optional - We’ll send you updates on events, activities and volunteer requests)

 Donation amount: $30 _____ $50 ______ Other ________

 Check __________  Credit Card __________________________ exp date _______

    Billing zip code _____________  3-digit CID __________

 Check if you would like any or all of your donation dedicated to Pool Fund   _______

         Building Fund  _______

         Childrens Fund ______

PLEASE MAIL YOUR DONATION TO THE DUTCH FLAT COMMUNITY CENTER,  
P. O. BOX 14, DUTCH FLAT CA 95714

The Dutch Flat Community Center is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization and all 
donations are tax deductible (TIN 68-0484699).

household in case of fire.
❏ Check electrical outlets. Do not overload 
outlets.
❏ Purchase and learn how to use a fire extin-
guisher (5 lb., A-B-C type).
❏ Have a collapsible ladder on each upper 
floor of your house.
❏ Consider installing home sprinklers.

Stay Informed
PLACER COUNTY OES:  530-886-5300 
(non-emergencies) placer.ca.gov/emergency
CAL FIRE:  530-823-4083 (Fire information 
hotline)  fire.ca.gov
LOCAL RADIO:  
 AM 830 KNCO (Grass Valley
 AM 950 KAHI (Auburn)
Additional resources:
•	 placerfirealliance.org 
or email at placersierrafsc@gmail.com
•	 yubanet.com
•	 chp.ca.gov (California Highway Patrol)
•	 inciweb.org (U.S. Forest Service)

PACIFIC GAS AND 
ELECTRIC 

WILDFIRE SAFETY ALERT
Pacific Gas & Electric 

Press Release
JUNE, 2018

 As part of our commitment to safety, 
we are reaching out to our customers, like 
you, who live in or near high wildfire-threat 
areas. We want to keep you and your family 
informed and updated of additional precau-
tionary steps that we are taking to address 
the growing threat of extreme weather and 
wildfires, such as possible power out-
ages. Please visit pge.com/mywildfire-
alerts today to update your contact informa-
tion.
 To help ensure the safety of our cus-
tomers and communities we are privileged to 
serve, we are taking action with our Commu-
nity Wildfire Safety Program. For your safety, 
it may be necessary for us to temporarily turn 
off electricity to your neighborhood or com-
munity when extreme fire danger conditions 
occur. We know how much you rely on reli-
able electric service and would only consider 
temporarily turning off power in the interest of 
safety, and as a last resort. If we need to turn 
off your power, we will attempt to contact you 
in advance to ensure you have enough time 
to prepare. We will also provide updates until 
power is restored.
 In the event we need to turn off your 
power for safety reasons, here is what you 
can expect:
•	 When and where possible, early warning 

CLASSIFIED ADS

FREE - Hotpoint electric range and oven - 
White, works perfectly.  You pick up, near 
downtown Dutch Flat.  Call Brianna (530) 
392-0884 or Kevin (530) 906-4920

FOR SALE - Kenmore gas range and oven.  
black, set up for natural gas but can easily be 
converted to propane, perfect working condi-
tion - $150 OBO.  You pick up, near down-
town Dutch Flat.  Call Brianna (530) 392-
0884 or Kevin (530) 906-4920

notification so you can prepare. Extreme 
weather threats can change quickly. 

•	 Please make sure to update your contact 
information by visiting pge.com/mywild-
firealerts. We will use this information to 
alert you via automated calls, texts, and 
emails.

•	 Additional updates through social media, 
local news, radio, and the pge.com web-
site.

•	 Coordination with your local authorities to 
provide updated outage information.

 We know you may have questions 
about how to best prepare for the threat of 
wildfires and the possibility that power may 
be turned off. To learn whether your home 
is in or near a high wildfire-threat area on 
the California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC) fire map, visit cpuc.ca.gov/Fire-
ThreatMaps. All customers living in these 
high-risk areas should prepare an emergency 
plan. For more information on how to keep 
you and your family emergency-ready and 
safe during an outage, please visit pge.com/
wildfiresafety. You can also reach us by email 
at wildfiresafety@pge.com.
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KRISTA VOOSEN
Broker Owner
530.305.3888

krista@snowproperty.com
CA BRE#  01280368

Your local, experienced
broker who strives to deliver 
exceptional service, and 
attend to all your real 
estate needs.

Let me help you reach your highest goals


